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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION |[9sc

A review of the entries by Mr. R. S. Green,
President of the Cambridge Camera Club, who
judged this year’s competition.

Many of the Class A entries were holiday
photographs which will provide happy memories
of carefree days. That is as it should be, but there
are also scenes and episodes nearer home which
may be equally worth recording. The prints in
this class were varied and often of a satisfactorily
high standard: but the judge of a photographic
competition is properly expected to give a con-
structive criticism and to give, to the best of his
ability, what he believes to be good advice. The
more important points in the production of a
good photograph are: Firstly, remember always
that photography utilizes light as the artist uses
paint. Without light the picture will be flat and
dull, and therefore uninteresting. But remember
too, that although present day films are remarkably
efficient, they cannot deal with extremes of light
and shadow at the same time. Pictures taken
under such conditions will be unpleasantly con-
trasty and harsh. Secondly, try to make your
picture tell a story or express a mood: to do that
it must be a unified whole. Many photographs
tend to be neither portraits nor landscapes simply
because an attempt is made to incorporate the two
things in one picture. Thirdly, do not be afraid
to eliminate. The part is often greater than the
whole— three well placed boats will probably make




1911 Daily Mail newspaper competition — an amateur contest to find
the best bunch of sweet peas. Thousands of people took part. 38,000
bunches of sweet peas were submitted for judging which took place at
Crystal Palace, London.

“The Daily Mail competition caused a major increase in sweet pea
popularity.. It offered a top prize of £1000 for the best base of
blooms... it attracted people from far and wide”

David Unwin Chairman , Unwins 1911



