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story, focus and approach, 
we ask what’s yours in this 
Community issue?
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r c
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t p
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ll 
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c
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b
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b
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re
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u
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c
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g
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p
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a
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o
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b
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 m
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r r
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 m
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 p
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 d
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p
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 m
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a
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 d
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 m
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w
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n

te
d

 it
 m

ys
el

f a
n

d
 I 

c
o
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t d
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t f
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b
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 b
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 d
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 d
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r p
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 p
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.
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t c
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l f
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 c
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 p
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 p
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 b
y 

W
es

 B
ro

w
n.
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 c
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 c
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 b
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b
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u
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o
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 b
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d
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d
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h
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u
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h
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 d
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o
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 p
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 m
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c
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 c
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c
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c
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 b
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 c
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b
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 c
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 m
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, b
u

t o
n

 th
e

 
vi

n
ta

g
e 

si
d

e,
 it

’s 
le

ss
 a

p
p

a
re

n
t, 

h
ow

 d
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 d
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p
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b
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r c
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h
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 b
e 
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g

e 
c
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c
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n
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f p
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 d
o

n
’t 
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h
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e 
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a
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 b
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p
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p
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ir 
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 p
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 p
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’t 
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 � 

n
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W
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s 
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 p
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w
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p
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 m
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 p
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m
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 m
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n
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n
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e 
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d
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o
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c
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 m
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 m
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d
 d
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h
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m
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u
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d
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o
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s 
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 b
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s 
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 b
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p
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b

u
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n
g

 m
o
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ff…
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 c

o
m

e 
to

 
so
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e 
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s 
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t c
a
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e
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w
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s 
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t p
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a
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w
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 c
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l d
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 m
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 b
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q
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a
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I d
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 b
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 d
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k 
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 d
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 c
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m
em

b
er

 li
st

 a
n

d
 

a
t t

h
e 

V
 R

 U
 (

vi
n

ta
g

e 
r u

s)
, a

n
d

 
it 

h
a

d
 fo

u
r a

n
d

 a
 h

a
lf 

th
o

u
sa

n
d

 
m

em
b

er
s, 

so
, I

 s
a

id
, w

e 
n

ee
d

 to
 

re
� n

e 
it 

to
 s

er
io

u
s 

c
o

lle
c

to
rs

 o
n

ly
. 

So
, I

 w
h

itt
le

d
 th

e 
lis

t d
ow

n
 fr

o
m

 
fo

u
r a

n
d

 a
 h

a
lf 

th
o

u
sa

n
d

 p
eo

p
le

 
to

 th
re

e 
hu

n
d

re
d

 a
n

d
 � 

fty
 in

 
a

b
o

u
t t

h
re

e 
w

ee
ks

. H
en

c
e 

w
hy

 
th

ey
 c

a
ll 

m
e 

th
e 

a
xe

 m
a

n
. 

W
T:

 T
h

er
e 

w
er

e 
p

eo
p

le
 in

 th
e

 
g

ro
u

p
 w

h
o

 w
er

e 
ju

st
 w

a
tc

h
in

g
 o

r 
in

a
c

tiv
e,

 th
er

e 
w

a
s 

n
o

 p
o

in
t t

h
em

 
b

ei
n

g
 in

 th
er

e.
 T

h
ey

 w
er

e 
ju

st
 

jo
in

in
g

 th
e 

g
ro

u
p

 w
ith

o
u

t r
ea

lis
in

g
 

w
h

a
t t

h
ey

 w
er

e 
jo

in
in

g
. 

PD
: T

h
er

e 
w

er
e 

Es
ki

m
o

s 
w

ith
 

a
d

id
a

s 
sl

ed
g

es
 o

n
 th

er
e,

 a
n

d
 

ev
er

yt
h

in
g

 fr
o

m
 e

ve
ry

w
h

er
e.

 
So

, w
e 

ju
st

 g
o

t t
h

e 
se

rio
u

s 
c

o
lle

c
to

rs
 a

n
d

 th
a

t’s
 h

ow
 th

e
 

g
ro

u
p

 w
a

s 
b

o
rn

. 

W
T:

 W
h

a
t w

e 
lik

ed
, w

a
s 

fo
r p

eo
p

le
 

to
 s

h
ow

 o
ff 

w
h

a
t t

h
ey

 h
a

d
, a

n
d

 
in

 tu
rn

 le
a

rn
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t a

ll 
th

e 
st

u
ff 

th
a

t w
a

s 
p

o
st

ed
. I

t w
a

s 
g

o
o

d
. 

I s
a

w
 s

o
 m

a
ny

 th
in

g
s 

I’d
 n

ev
er

 
se

en
 b

ef
o

re
 s

o
m

e 
o

f t
h

e 
st

u
ff 

w
a

s 
ju

st
 u

n
b

el
ie

va
b

le
. 

PO
: Y

ea
h

, t
h

a
t s

o
rt

 o
f s

tu
ff 

c
a

m
e

 
o

u
t w

ith
 p

eo
p

le
 v

is
iti

n
g

 th
e

 
ex

h
ib

iti
o

n
. T

h
ey

 w
er

e 
ta

lk
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

kn
ow

le
d

g
e 

o
f o

th
er

s 
in

 th
e

 
g

ro
u

p
, a

n
d

 le
a

rn
in

g
 fr

o
m

 th
em

 
in

 th
a

t w
a

y, 
o

r a
sp

iri
n

g
 to

 h
a

ve
 

c
o

lle
c

tio
n

s 
lik

e 
th

em
, o

r m
ov

in
g

 
u

p
 th

a
t c

h
a

in
. I

t w
a

s 
fa

sc
in

a
tin

g
. 

W
h

a
t a

b
o

u
t h

ow
 th

e 
g

ro
u

p
 ru

n
s 

n
ow

, w
h

a
t’s

 th
e 

et
h

o
s?

PD
: W

e 
lo

ve
 a

d
id

a
s, 

w
e 

lo
ve

 th
e

 
b

ra
n

d
. W

e 
sh

a
re

 o
u

r k
n

ow
le

d
g

e
 

a
n

d
 s

h
ow

 o
u

r c
o

lle
c

tio
n

s. 
W

e’
re

 
n

o
t b

o
th

er
ed

 a
b

o
u

t p
ro

� t
, a

n
d

 it
 

w
a

s 
ju

st
 s

ic
ke

n
in

g
 u

s 
th

e 
w

a
y 

yo
u

 
h

a
d

 a
ll 

th
es

e 
u

p
 s

el
le

rs
, m

a
ki

n
g

 a
ll 

so
rt

s 
o

f r
id

ic
u

lo
u

s 
su

m
s 

o
f m

o
n

ey
 

o
ff 

tra
in

er
s. 

So
, o

u
r f

o
c

u
s 

w
a

s 
to

 
c

o
n

c
en

tra
te

 o
n

 th
e 

m
em

b
er

s 
o

f t
h

e 
g

ro
u

p
 w

h
o

 w
er

e 
se

rio
u

s 
a

b
o

u
t t

h
e 

b
ra

n
d

. W
h

o
 li

ke
 u

s, 

lo
ve

d
 th

e 
b

ra
n

d
, w

er
en

’t 
b

o
th

er
ed

 
a

b
o

u
t p

ro
� t

 a
n

d
 s

o
 th

a
t’s

 w
hy

 w
e

 
em

b
ed

d
ed

 th
a

t i
n

to
 o

u
r r

u
le

s.

PO
: T

h
a

t t
a

ke
s 

m
e 

to
 th

e
 

c
o

nv
er

sa
tio

n
 a

b
o

u
t r

es
el

le
rs

 a
n

d
 

re
ta

ile
rs

. B
ec

a
u

se
 lo

o
ki

n
g

 a
t y

o
u

r 
c

o
lle

c
tio

n
s 

th
a

t w
er

e 
in

 th
e 

sh
ow

, 
w

e 
h

a
ve

 th
e 

vi
n

ta
g

e 
el

em
en

t, 
p

re
d

o
m

in
a

n
tly

 fr
o

m
 y

o
u

 P
a

u
l, 

b
u

t w
e 

h
a

d
 th

e 
m

o
re

 m
o

d
er

n
 

c
o

n
te

m
p

o
ra

ry
 s

tu
ff 

fro
m

 y
o

u
 

W
a

yn
e,

 a
n

d
 it

’s 
a

b
o

u
t h

ow
 th

es
e

 
su

b
-g

ro
u

p
s 

a
n

d
 m

a
rk

et
s 

ch
a

n
g

e.
 

A
n

d
 if

 y
o

u
 s

ee
 re

se
lle

rs
 o

r r
et

a
ile

rs
 

‘a
tta

ch
in

g
’ t

h
em

se
lv

es
 to

 th
es

e
 

g
ro

u
p

s 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 m
a

ke
 p

ro
� t

s?
 

W
T:

 If
 th

er
e’

s 
so

m
et

h
in

g
 li

m
ite

d
/

ra
re

 o
u

t t
h

er
e,

 it
 d

o
es

n
’t 

m
a

tte
r 

if 
it’

s 
tra

in
er

s 
o

r w
h

a
te

ve
r, 

p
eo

p
le

 
w

ill
 s

ee
 a

n
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

ity
 to

 m
a

ke
 

m
o

n
ey

 a
n

d
 th

er
e’

s 
n

o
th

in
g

 y
o

u
 

c
a

n
 d

o
 a

b
o

u
t t

h
a

t, 
a

n
d

 it
 

d
o

es
n

’t 
b

o
th

er
 m

e.
 T

h
e 

o
n

ly
 th

in
g

 
th

a
t b

o
th

er
ed

 m
e 

w
a

s 
w

h
en

 I 
w

a
n

te
d

 it
 m

ys
el

f a
n

d
 I 

c
o

u
ld

 s
ee

 
I’d

 h
a

ve
 to

 p
a

y 
d

o
u

b
le

 o
r t

re
b

le
 to

 
g

et
 it

. B
u

t t
h

a
t d

o
es

n
’t 

h
a

p
p

en
 in

 
o

u
r g

ro
u

p
.

PO
: I

 fo
u

n
d

 th
a

t f
a

sc
in

a
tin

g
, t

h
a

t 
c

a
m

a
ra

d
er

ie
 a

n
d

 th
e 

nu
m

b
er

 
o

f l
a

d
s 

th
a

t h
a

ve
 b

ee
n

 in
to

 th
e

 
ex

h
ib

iti
o

n
 a

n
d

 s
a

id
, “

I q
ue

ue
d

 
o

ut
si

d
e 

Si
ze

? 
fo

r t
w

o
 d

a
ys

, I
 d

id
n’

t 
g

et
 m

y 
sh

o
e 

si
ze

, b
ut

 I 
g

o
t t

he
m

 
fo

r s
o

m
eo

ne
 e

ls
e 

o
r p

a
ss

ed
 th

em
 

o
n 

fo
r w

ha
t I

 p
a

id
 fo

r t
he

m
”.

 T
h

a
t 

g
en

er
o

si
ty

 o
f s

p
iri

t i
s 

a
m

a
zin

g
.

W
T:

 Y
ea

h
, t

h
a

t h
a

p
p

en
s 

a
 lo

t, 
th

er
e 

w
a

s 
a

 B
a

rc
el

o
n

a
 th

a
t c

a
m

e
 

o
u

t w
h

ic
h

 w
er

e 
a

 M
a

n
 U

n
ite

d
 

tra
in

er
, I

’m
 a

 L
iv

er
p

o
o

l f
a

n
, s

o
 I 

d
id

n
’t 

w
a

n
t t

h
em

. A
n

d
 a

 g
u

y 
in

 
Ire

la
n

d
 c

a
lle

d
 G

eo
rg

e 
W

a
lk

er
 

a
sk

ed
 if

 I’
d

 p
ic

k 
a

 p
a

ir 
u

p
 fo

r h
im

 
a

n
d

 I 
m

a
n

a
g

ed
 to

 g
et

 tw
o

 p
a

irs
, 

si
g

n
ed

 b
y 

W
es

 B
ro

w
n.

 A
n

d
 h

e
 

w
a

s 
ov

er
 th

e 
m

o
o

n
 w

h
en

 I 
se

n
t 

th
em

 to
 h

im
. I

 ju
st

 c
h

a
rg

ed
 h

im
 

w
h

a
t t

h
ey

 c
o

st
, w

h
ic

h
 is

 w
h

a
t 

th
e 

g
ro

u
p

s 
w

er
e 

m
ea

n
t t

o
 b

e
 

a
b

o
u

t, 
a

n
d

 s
o

m
e 

st
ill

 a
re

 to
 b

e
 

h
o

n
es

t, 
es

p
ec

ia
lly

 th
e 

lit
tle

 g
ro

u
p

s, 
fo

r e
xa

m
p

le
 A

d
id

a
s 

A
d

d
ic

te
d

, 
A

d
id

a
s 

A
d

d
ic

ts
, A

O
A

 (
A

d
id

a
s 

O
nl

y 
A

d
d

ic
tio

n)
 a

 w
el

l-k
n

ow
n

 
c

o
lle

c
to

r’s
 g

ro
u

p
 (

es
p

ec
ia

lly
 fo

r 
vi

n
ta

g
e)

. S
o

m
e 

o
f t

h
e 

c
o

lle
c

to
rs

 
in

 th
es

e 
g

ro
u

p
s 

h
a

ve
 b

ee
n

 d
o

in
g

 
th

is
 fo

r a
 lo

t l
o

n
g

er
 th

a
n

 w
e 

h
a

ve
, 

b
u

t w
e’

re
 q

u
ite

 p
ro

u
d

 o
f o

u
r 

m
em

b
er

s, 
th

er
e’

s 
a

 lo
t o

f g
re

a
t 

la
d

s 
in

 th
er

e.
 A

n
d

 I 
w

o
u

ld
 n

ev
er

 
h

a
ve

 m
et

 th
em

 if
 it

 h
a

d
n

’t 
h

a
d

 
b

ee
n

 fo
r j

o
in

in
g

 F
a

c
eb

o
o

k 
g

ro
u

p
s. 

PD
: Y

ea
h

. S
o,

 I’
ve

 b
ee

n
 c

o
lle

c
tin

g
, 

se
rio

u
sl

y 
n

ow
 fo

r s
ix

 y
ea

rs
. I

 li
ke

 
th

e 
c

o
m

m
u

n
ity

 e
le

m
en

ts
 a

n
d

 th
e

 
in

te
ra

c
tio

n
 w

ith
 p

eo
p

le
. 

PO
: N

ow
, a

re
 y

o
u

 ju
st

 a
b

o
u

t 
vi

n
ta

g
e?

 Is
 th

a
t r

ig
h

t?
 

PD
: N

o,
 n

o
t r

ea
lly

. H
a

lf 
m

y 
c

o
lle

c
tio

n
s 

vi
n

ta
g

e.

PO
: O

ka
y. 

So
, I

’m
 w

o
n

d
er

in
g

 
a

b
o

u
t t

h
e 

d
iff

er
en

c
es

 b
et

w
ee

n
 

th
es

e 
tw

o
 s

u
b

-g
ro

u
p

s 
w

ith
in

 th
e

 
tra

in
er

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ity
, b

ec
a

u
se

 
th

er
e’

s 
a

 n
o

tic
ea

b
le

 v
is

ib
ili

ty
 in

 
th

e 
m

o
d

er
n

 a
fte

rm
a

rk
et

 a
n

d
 

w
e 

se
e 

th
e 

m
a

ss
iv

e 
h

ik
es

 fr
o

m
 

re
se

lle
rs

, e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 w

h
en

 it
 c

o
m

es
 

to
 li

m
ite

d
 e

d
iti

o
n

s. 
W

e 
kn

ow
 it

’s 
a

ll 
a

 tr
en

d
 in

 m
a

rk
et

in
g

, b
u

t o
n

 th
e

 
vi

n
ta

g
e 

si
d

e,
 it

’s 
le

ss
 a

p
p

a
re

n
t, 

h
ow

 d
o

es
 th

a
t w

o
rk

?

W
T:

 T
h

er
e 

is
n

’t 
re

a
lly

 a
 m

a
rk

et
 

‘c
o

s 
n

o
 o

n
e 

re
a

lly
 s

el
ls

 a
n

d
 w

h
en

 
th

ey
 d

o,
 it

 g
et

s 
sn

a
p

p
ed

 u
p

 re
a

lly
 

q
u

ic
kl

y. 
V

in
ta

g
e 

c
o

lle
c

to
rs

 h
a

ve
 

b
ee

n
 a

t t
h

is
 fo

r y
ea

rs
 a

n
d

 a
lre

a
d

y 
g

o
t t

h
ei

r c
o

lle
c

tio
n

s 
a

m
a

ss
ed

 
a

n
d

 th
ey

 o
n

ly
 te

n
d

 to
 s

el
l i

f t
h

ey
 

se
e 

a
n

o
th

er
 p

a
ir 

th
a

t t
h

ey
 n

ee
d

 
to

 fu
n

d
. S

o,
 th

ey
’ll

 b
e 

u
p

g
ra

d
in

g
 

th
ei

r v
in

ta
g

e 
c

o
lle

c
tio

n
s. 

I h
a

d
 

a
 to

p
 th

re
e 

p
a

irs
 I 

w
a

n
te

d
 a

n
d

 I 
h

a
d

 to
 s

el
l q

u
ite

 a
 lo

t o
f p

a
irs

 to
 

g
et

 th
em

. G
o

o
d

 b
ox

ed
 c

o
n

d
iti

o
n

 
vi

n
ta

g
e 

is
 v

er
y 

h
a

rd
 to

 c
o

m
e 

b
y 

c
o

m
p

a
re

d
 to

 th
e 

m
o

d
er

n
 s

tu
ff,

 
th

ey
 v

er
y 

ra
re

ly
 c

o
m

e 
u

p
 fo

r s
a

le
, 

p
eo

p
le

 d
o

n
’t 

le
t i

t g
o,

 th
ey

 k
n

ow
 

w
h

a
t t

h
ey

’v
e 

g
o

t, 
a

n
d

 th
ey

 li
ke

 to
 

ke
ep

 h
o

ld
 o

f i
t. 

PD
: T

h
e 

vi
n

ta
g

e 
m

a
rk

et
 is

 s
o

 
n

ic
h

e,
 a

n
d

 d
ec

en
t s

tu
ff 

is
 s

o
 h

a
rd

 
to

 � 
n

d
, i

t’d
 h

a
ve

 to
 b

e 
a

 s
p

ec
ia

l 
p

a
ir 

to
 m

a
ke

 y
o

u
 p

a
rt

 w
ith

 o
n

e 
o

f 
yo

u
r o

w
n

 to
p

 ra
te

d
 p

a
irs

.

W
T:

 T
h

a
t’s

 w
hy

 th
ey

 (
re

se
lle

rs
) 

d
o

n
’t 

se
ll 

it,
 it

’s 
to

o
 h

a
rd

 to
 � 

n
d

, 
W

h
er

ea
s 

th
e 

m
o

d
er

n
 s

tu
ff 

yo
u

 
c

a
n

 s
til

l g
et

 p
le

n
ty

 o
f i

t, 
1/

50
0,

 
1/

20
20

, t
h

a
t i

s 
w

h
er

e 
p

eo
p

le
 tr

y 
to

 m
a

ke
 p

ro
� t

. T
h

a
t’s

 w
h

er
e 

th
e

 
m

o
n

ey
 is

, l
im

ite
d

 m
o

d
er

n
 p

a
irs

.

PO
: A

t t
h

e 
ex

h
ib

iti
o

n
, w

e 
h

a
d

 
st

o
rie

s 
o

f ‘
re

th
in

ki
n

g
’ a

n
d

 th
e 

n
ee

d
 

to
 ‘r

ef
o

c
u

s’ 
c

o
lle

c
tio

n
s, 

es
p

ec
ia

lly
 

d
u

rin
g

 lo
ck

d
ow

n
. D

id
 th

a
t p

u
sh

 
ei

th
er

 o
f y

o
u

 in
 a

ny
 d

ire
c

tio
n

. 

W
T:

 I 
st

a
rte

d
 b

u
yi

n
g

 o
th

er
 s

tu
ff.

 
I h

a
d

 s
o

 m
u

ch
 ti

m
e 

to
 s

it 
a

t 
th

e 
c

o
m

p
u

te
r a

n
d

 w
e 

w
er

en
’t 

g
o

in
g

 o
u

t s
p

en
d

in
g

 a
ny

 m
o

n
ey

. I
 

st
a

rte
d

 b
u

yi
n

g
 S

ta
r W

a
rs

 s
tu

ff. 
So

, 
lo

ck
d

ow
n

 fo
r m

e 
w

a
sn

’t 
tra

in
er

s.

PD
: Y

ea
h

. A
 lo

t o
f p

eo
p

le
 u

se
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n
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“The friendships 
are more important 
than the trainers”

“This game is more 
than just trainers 

it’s about true 
friendships and

I am humbled and 
blessed to be

part of it”

“It’s the camaraderie, 
respect and integrity 
shown to each other. 

Friendships are forged 
and some of the 

gestures I’ve seen
from our community

is astonishing”

“The trainers are 
obviously a big part 
of it, but more than 

that, friendships 
have been forged 
and reinforced”

“it’s broadened 
my knowledge 
and fuelled my 
passion for our 
beloved brand”

Big thanks to our photographers Jake Le Grys and Georgia Lischke in helping make this issue happen.




