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The Effectiveness of Different Eyewitness Interview Tools in Memory Consolidation
for Long-term Access

This study examined the effectiveness of different interview tools in eyewitness memory
consolidation. This applied research used the post-test with control group design. The population
included all bachelor students of the faculty of psychology and educational science of the



University of Tehran studying during 2019-20. Eighty participants (21 male and 59 female) were
selected using cluster sampling and allocated to four equal groups. First, participants watched a
video recording depicted a robbery from a bank. In the second session, they were interviewed
using an eyewitness interview tool (No interview session for the control group). In the last session,
all were examined using a free recall task. Data were analyzed using MANOVA in SPSS-23
software. Results indicated no significant differences between the CI and the Self-Administered
interview (SAI) group neither in the interview session nor in the delayed recall task. Participants
in the Structured Interview group recalled significantly fewer details than the Cl and the SAI
groups in the first interview session. However, this significant difference was seen only between
the CI and the SI groups in the delayed recall session. So, findings suggested early recall can help
consolidate witness memory and recall more information in subsequent recall attempts.

Keywords: Cognitive Interview, Eyewitness, Memory Consolidation, Self-Administered
Interview
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