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Abstract 

Not Every Man was Male: Gender Passing in Nineteenth Century Britain uses the nineteenth-

century press to create microbiographies about the lives of twenty-five working-class female 

to male gender passing individuals. These microbiographies have been developed using 

newspapers, census material, and trade directories. By using a combination of microhistory 

(Carlo Ginzburg and Levi Magnusson) and record linkage this thesis recovers the life stories of 

gender passing individuals who have, until now, largely remained obscured in history. This 

thesis demonstrates how individuals attempted to live their lives in a way that was not bound 

to their biological identity. It also highlights how nineteenth-century society understood 

gender passing individuals and marked their ability to practice their masculinity in a 

recognisable manner.  

At the core of this thesis is the assertion that gender was performative, malleable, and 

ǳƴǎǘŀōƭŜΦ /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴ WǳŘƛǘƘ .ǳǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ of gender being ŀ ΨŦǊŜŜ-

ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎŜΩ and like Don Zimmerman and Candace West, recognises that gender is 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŘƻƴŜΩΦ ¢ƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ assertions, I have developed new terminology 

and a conceptual framework ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΩ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ 

TƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ 

DƛƴǎōŜǊƎ ŀƴŘ LǊǾƛƴƎ DƻŦŦƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

moved beyond race, class and gender. Gender passing individuals performed aspects of 

nineteenth-century masculinity in a way that was recognisable by others. Similarly, this thesis 

develops the Ψ4 CΩs of PassingΩ framework to consider how gender passing individuals were 

confident, consistent, and committed to their gender performativity and reflects on how they 

concealed their biological bodies.  
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Introduction  

In October 1859, a body was found in the River Irwell in Manchester. It was believed that the 

person was around sixty years of age and had committed suicide. According to newspaper 

reports, the person ΨƘŀŘ ƪŜǇǘ ōŜŜǊƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǇ ŀǎ ŀ άƧƻƭƭȅ 

landloǊŘέΩΦ1 ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊ ōǊƛŎƪƭŀȅŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƪƛƭŦǳƭ άŎƘƛƳƴŜȅ ŘƻŎǘƻǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΩΦ2 The Liverpool Mercury, 

Ashton Weekly, Daily News and .ŜƭƭΩǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ all ran articles on thŜ ΨƧƻƭƭȅ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘΩ 

ŀƴŘ ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊ ōǊƛŎƪƭŀȅŜǊΩ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ IŀǊǊȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎΦ3 These articles described the deceased 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƳŀƴ-ǿƻƳŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩΣ ŀ ǿƻman who had in fact lived as a man 

for at least forty years.4 

 Harry Stokes was born biologically female but lived most of his life identifying as male. 

He engaged in typically masculine employment including as a bricklayer, a public house 

landlord and as a special constable. He was handsome and caught the attention of local girls 

in the community. He was also engaged in several committed relationships throughout his 

adult life with at least one resulting in a church-solemnized marriage that lasted for twenty-

ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛsed his 

ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ 

Liverpool Mercury ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ΨCǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŘǊƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳinine appellative and 

ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ άIŀǊǊȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎέ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻȅ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅƳŀƴ 

bricksetter [sic]ΩΦ5 The impact that Harry made during his lifetime and in his community was 

 
1 άΨHarry StokesΩ, The Man-WomanΦέ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: England), October 24, 1859. 
2 ά¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), April 13, 1838.; άΨIŀǊǊȅ 
{ǘƻƪŜǎΩΣ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴ-²ƻƳŀƴΦέ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: England), October 24, 1859. 
3 άExtraordinary Case.-A Woman Passing As A Man For Forty YearsΦέ Daily News, (London: England), October 20, 
1859.; άWoman Passing as a Man for Forty YearsΦέ Ashton Weekly Reporter, (Stalybridge: England), October 22, 
1859.; άΨIŀǊǊȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎΩΣ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴ-²ƻƳŀƴΦέ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: England), October 24, 1859.; άA 
Romance in Real LifeΦέ .ŜƭƭΩǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ, (London: England), October 29, 1859.; άIŀǊǊȅΩ {ǘƻƪŜǎ ς The Man 
WomanΦέ Sacramento Daily Union, (Sacramento: California), December 15, 1859. 
4 ά¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), April 13, 1838.; 
άExtraordinary Case-A Woman Passing As A Man For Forty YearsΦέ Daily News, (London: England), October 20, 
1859.; άWoman Passing as a Man for Forty YearsΦέ Ashton Weekly Reporter, (Stalybridge: England), October 22, 
1859.Τ άA Woman Passing as a Man for Forty YearsΦέ .ŜƭƭΩǎ Weekly Messenger, (London: England), October 22, 
1859, 6.; άΨIŀǊǊȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎΩΣ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴ-²ƻƳŀƴΦέ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: England), October 24, 1859.; άIŀǊǊȅΩ 
Stokes ς The Man WomanΦέ Sacramento Daily Union, (Sacramento: California), December 15, 1859. 
5 ΨάIŀǊǊȅέ {ǘƻƪŜǎΣ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴ-²ƻƳŀƴΩΣ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: England), October 24, 1859. 
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clear from the newspaper coverage. He was recognised as a hardworking man and not as a 

ƳŀǎǉǳŜǊŀŘƛƴƎ ΨƳŀƴ-ǿƻƳŀƴΩ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘive headline.  

This thesis explores the lives of individuals like Harry Stokes, who were biologically 

female but lived their lives as a gender contrary to their biological identity. Through the 

creation of microbiographies, this thesis examines the malleability and unstable quality of 

gender amongst the working classes in nineteenth-century Britain. The microbiographies that 

have been created to explore the lives of gender passing individuals use a combination of 

ƳƛŎǊƻƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀƴ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΦ Gender 

passing individuals have largely remained obscured throughout history, therefore, these 

microbiographies finally offer us a tangibility to their existence and an opportunity to see how 

they lived as men and challenged binary ideals of gender in the nineteenth century.  

At the centre of this thesis are two research questions. The first considers if gender 

can be described as a performative identity in the nineteenth century and reflects on the 

different aspects of performative gender. The second considers how gender was embodied 

by individuals at that time. It will also address several investigative research questions, 

including what gender passing individuals did to gender their bodies, largely focussing on their 

appearance, and how they trained themselves to embody a more masculine appearance. This 

thesis examines the types of employment that gender passing individuals had and how they 

embodied the roles of husbands and fathers within their family units. Discussion also centres 

around how individuals were described after their exposure in the press and the impact that 

this had on them in their local communities. These research questions have been investigated 

by employing WǳŘƛǘƘ .ǳǘƭŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ her argument of gender 

being a series of repeated acts that people are expected to adhere to.6 At the crux of this 

thesis lies a definition of what it meant to be a working-class man in Britain in the nineteenth 

century and how gender passing individuals fulfilled this expectation. It considers the gender 

slippages that occurred for some gender passing individuals and how they challenged the 

normative notion of gender identity during their lives.  

 
6 Judith Butler, άPerformative Acts of Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory,έ 
Theatre Journal 40, no. 40 (1988): 519-531.; Judith Butler, Gender Trouble (New York: Routledge, 1990).; Judith 
Butler, Undoing Gender (London: Routledge, 2004).; Judith Butler, Bodies that Matter (London: Routledge, 
2015). 
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 Twenty-five different gender passing cases make up the basis of this research. I have 

ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ individuals whose gender 

identity did not correspond to their biological ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ ΨDŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ 

term to modern identities such as trans, non-binary or genderfluid. I have consciously used 

appropriate language throughout this research and have sought to be respectful of the people 

in this sample. Lisa Hager reflects on the problems with labelling gender nonconforming 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ΨƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ7 

Therefore, I have been conscious to use terminology to refer to gender passing individuals 

that is respectful with specific language including the use of appropriate pronouns (ΨhimΩ and 

ΨtheyΩ) and the traditionally male names that individuals adopted. Although we do not know 

for certain how individuals self-identified or why, we do know that many gender passing 

individuals labelled themselves as ΨƳŀƭŜΩΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ on marriage 

registrations. Therefore, using male pronouns to refer to these individuals has been the most 

suitable way of exploring their lives. For other individuals, whose biology and gender identity 

remained ambiguous, a gender-ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜƳΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΦ  

 Across five chapters, this thesis explores the intellectual conversations that has been 

central to the framing of this research. Chapter One: An Intellectual Discussion highlights both 

the historiography and methodology that will be used throughout this thesis. Chapter Two: 

What Makes a Man? examines how the physical body was manipulated by gender passing 

individuals to aid their gender performance. Chapter Three: Queer Intimacies investigates the 

relationships that gender passing individuals fostered in their marriages and other committed 

relationships. Chapter Four: Conforming in the Unsuspecting Community reflects on the 

impact that gender passing individuals had within their own working-class communities and 

the families that they made as they moved into adulthood. Finally, Chapter Five: After Lives 

investigates the legacy of gender passing individuals following their deaths. 

Specific Terminology Used 

The terminology used throughout this thesis is unfamiliar to most and therefore requires 

more discussion. Harry Stokes appeared at least twice in newspaper articles during his 

 
7 Lisa Hager, άA Case for a Trans StudiŜǎ ¢ǳǊƴ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΥ άCŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣέ 
Victorian Review 44, no. 1 (2018): 41.  
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lifetime. His first appearance was in 1838 when his then wife, Ann Hants, exposed his 

biological identity due to him not giving her the regular weekly housekeeping.8 Newspaper 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ IŀǊǊȅ ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƻŦ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

his death, ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ψaŀƴ-²ƻƳŀƴΩΦ9 The ǘŜǊƳ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ 

frequently in cases of gender passing throughout the nineteenth century, such as that of 

James Allen, who appeared in the press after his death in 1829 and Joseph Josiah Charles 

Stephenson, who first appeared in 1869 and later in 1893.10 Although this term was used by 

journalists in the nineteenth century, there was no specific definition accredited to it. We can, 

however, ǘǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ǘƻ IŜƴǊȅ CƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ it 

in the eighteenth century.  

 In 1746, Fielding published a fictional pamphlet about a gender passing individual 

named Mary/George Hamilton.11 The pamphlet was loosely based on the life of Charles 

Hamilton who had lived as a man, despite his biological identity being female, for most of his 

adult life, and was engaged in several marriages with different women.12 Fielding described a 

ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ 

husband and provider as well as physically adopting a masculinŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ CƛŜƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ 

pamphlet dreǿ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎΩ who took advantage of vulnerable women and 

reflected on how they were detrimental to the natural order of men and women in society. 

CƛŜƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀdopted by journalists when writing about 

nineteenth-century gender paǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ CƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 

monstrous and unnatural which they [female husbands] are not capable of inventing, nothing 

so brutal and shocking which they have ƴƻǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘΩΦ13 For Fielding, female 

husbands were an abomination and met their fate in death and in the judgement of God.   

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ 

for the purposes of this thesis it is too restrictive in that it makes an explicit link to 

 
8 ά¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), April 13, 1838. 
9 άΨHarry StokesΩ, The Man-WomanΦέ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: England), October 24, 1859. 
10 άThe Female HusbandΦέ The Times, (London: England), January 17, 1829, 3.; άThe Female HusbandΦέ South 
Wales Echo, (Wales), December 30, 1893, 2. 
11 Henry Fielding, The Female Husband: Or, the Surprising History of Mrs Mary, alias Mr. George Hamilton, 
(London: M. Cooper, at the Globe in Paternoster Row, 1746), 1-23. 
12 Fielding, The Female Husband, 1-23. 
13 Fielding, The Female Husband, 1. 
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heterociscentric ideals and normative notions of gender identity. Susan Clayton has reflected 

ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅΩΦ14 The oxymoronic 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩΣ ǎƘŜ ŀǊƎǳŜsΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ΨŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜǊƛƴƎ 

ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƘŜǘŜǊƻŎƛǎŎŜƴǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ.15 Indeed, 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ was problematic as it inferred that the binary practices of 

ΨƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜΩ were the norm. Nonetheless, queering gender in this instance is used 

throughout this thesis to disable heterociscentric notions of gender and biological roles. Eve 

Kosofsky SedgǿƛŎƪ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨōƛƴŀǊȅ ƭƻƎƛŎΩ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ which includes male/female, 

man/woman or heterosexual/homosexual and notes that they are used to neatly organise 

and label society.16 Yet, by queering the binary, we can uncover stories of gender passing 

individuals or reveal same-sex marital unions that go against normative expectations. This 

ΨōƛƴŀǊȅ ƭƻƎƛŎΩΣ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ YƻǎƻŦǎƪȅ {ŜŘƎǿƛŎƪΩǎ ǘŜǊƳ, confirms the natural order and the preferred 

ideal, however, slippages occur, and it is these slippages that are of most interest.  

In the nineteenth century, the roles of a husband did not correlate to those of a 

female. !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

appropriate as it is neutral and focusses specifically on how individuals passed from female 

to male. LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ǿƛƭƭ be used to describe an individual who transcended the 

social, cultural, and legal status of a woman and was accepted as something other than their 

biological identity. Lƴ WŜƴ aŀƴƛƻƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Female Husbands: A Trans HistoryΣ ǎƘŜ ǳǎŜǎ ΨǘǊŀƴǎΩ 

as an adjective to examine the lives of female husbands and historic gender nonconforming 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ aŀƴƛƻƴ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ƻ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ΨǘǊŀƴǎŜŘΩ ƻǊ ǿŀǎ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƛƴƎΩ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴifies a 

process or practice without claiming to understand what it meant to that person or asserting 

ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŦƛȄŜŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΩΦ17 The issue with this terminology is the connotation 

ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ΨǘǊŀƴǎΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ 

I argue that it is problematic to make assumptions about historic gender nonconformity based 

on modern interpretations ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ 

 
14 Susan Clayton, άCan Two and a Half Centuries of Female Husbands Inform (Trans)Gender History?,έ Journal of 
Lesbian Studies 14, no. 4 (2010): 288-302. 
15 /ƭŀȅǘƻƴΣ ά/ŀƴ ¢ǿƻ ŀƴŘ ŀ IŀƭŦ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎΣέ 300.  
16 Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Between Men: English Literature and Male Homosocial Desire (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1985). 
17 Jen Manion, Female Husbands: A Trans History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020), 11.  

I would like to thank Jen for kindly sharing the Introduction of Female Husbands ahead of its April 2020 
publication. I have also been commissioned to review the book for the Journal of Victorian Culture. 
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ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǇǊŜŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

readers, and the term focusses on the movement from biological predetermination to gender 

presentation.  

Gender passing considers the importance of time specifically with reference to an 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴ 

individual was responded to by the press. Irving Goffman and Daniel Renfrow have both 

recognised the importance of passing in everyday life as a means of being socially compatible 

in society.18 wŜƴŦǊƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŀƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 

concealing any revealing identities to better conform to society, usually with reference to 

sexual orientation and gender identity.19 !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ΨǊŜŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

Renfrow, highlights the impact of society and culture in shaping identity performance.20 

Gender passing individuals passed both reactively and actively in how they concealed their 

biological bodies, but also in how they responded to their environment and fulfilled the social 

expectations of men. The believability of the performance and the demonstration of certain 

male characteristics were required for the identity being embodied by the individual to be 

accepted.   

The identities that were available to gender passing individuals were universally 

understood through the prism of binary gender roles and therefore conformed to a 

heterociscentric model. I have developed thŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƘŜǘŜǊƻŎƛǎŎŜƴǘǊƛŎΩ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ 

the essence of nineteenth-century binary gender roles including reference to heterosexuality 

(hetero) and cisgender (cis) identity that became central (centric) to exploring the lives of 

individuals. Gender passing individuals largely fulfilled a heterociscentric lifestyle in their 

gender roles and relationships. However, they also challenged these notions simply by 

performing a gender contrary to their biological identity. Therefore, the use of the term 

ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭƭŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳƻǳƭŘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ as understood through societal 

norms of gender.  

 
18 Erving Goffman, The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (London: Penguin Books, 1969).Τ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ wŜƴŦǊƻǿΣ ά! 
/ŀǊǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ tŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 9ǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ [ƛŦŜΣέ Symbolic Interaction 27, no. 4 (2004): 485-506. 
19 Renfrow, άA Cartography of PassingΣέ 492. 
20 Ibid.  
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Society has certain expectations that individuals are expected to adhere to in relation 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ .ǳǘƭŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ΨhƴŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ōƻŘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ 

ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƪŜȅ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ƻƴŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōƻŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƻƴŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōƻŘy differently from 

ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΩΦ21 

Butler highlights the performative quality of gender and how each person is unique in 

understanding, performing and projecting their gender through their bodies. It follows that 

gender is a social construction that has been developed to demonstrate the different 

expectations of men and women. Like Butler, Homi Bhabha, Candace West and Don 

Zimmerman have also recognised the performative quality of gender identity in their work.22 

CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ .ƘŀōƘŀ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƳƛŎǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

reformed, recognisable Other, as a subject of difference that is almost the same, but not 

ǉǳƛǘŜΩΦ23 Society mirrors the rules and social etiquette of the previous generation to maintain 

a level of comfort in tradition and familiarity. Thus, we ΨmimicΩΣ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ .ƘŀōƘŀΩǎ definition, 

the world around us which focusses on binary ideals as being normative.  

Gender passing individuals may have based themselves on the men in their families or 

their friends to aid their embodiment of masculinity. Although gender passing individuals 

challenged the biological expectations that were attached to them as women, they must have 

found the qualities of a mother, a housewife and a nurturer desirable given that many 

committed themselves to relationships with women. Through their confident performances, 

their consistent performativity of masculinity and the concealment of their biological bodies, 

gender passing individuals conformed to contemporary expectations of men in a recognisable 

manner, thus lessening their chance of being exposed as biologically female. 

 ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ƎŜƴder boundaries 

in their everyday lives, which ƛǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨƳƻǾŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘΩΦ24 !ǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ I have created the 4 CΩs of 

 
21 Butler, άPerformative Acts,έ 521.  
22 Homi Bhabha, άOf Mimicry and Man: The Ambivalence of Colonial DiscourseΣέ October, (1984): 125-133.; 
Candace West and Don Zimmerman, άDoing Gender,έ Gender and Society 1, no. 2 (1987): 125-151.; Candace 
West and Don Zimmerman, ά!ŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ψ5ƻƛƴƎ DŜƴŘŜǊΩΣέ Gender and Society 23, no. 1 (2009): 112-122.  
23 Bhabha, άOf Mimicry and ManΣέ 126. 
24 Samuel M. Davidson, άMouths Wide Shut: Gender-Quiet Teenage Males on Gender-Bending, Gender-Passing 
and Masculinities,έ International Review of Education 55, no. 5 (2009): 615-631.; Lori Hope Lefkovitz, άPassing 
as a man: Narratives of Jewish Gender Performance,έ Narrative 10, no. 1 (2002): 91-103.  
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Passing framework which includes the characteristics of ΨconfidenceΩ, ΨcommitmentΩ, 

ΨconsistencyΩ and ΨconcealmentΩ. These categories will be used to assess how effective gender 

passing individuals were in presenting as men, how they lived in society and will be weaved 

into each chapter. Chapter two will consider how gender passing individuals were confident 

in their gendered performances everyday through their presentation and clothing. Chapter 

three will highlight how individuals were not only committed to their gender identity but also 

to their role as a husband and provider for the home. Chapter four examines how consistency 

in performativity was paramount in the community with regards to how gender passing 

individuals were recognised as male and accepted in their communities. Chapter five 

investigates the lengths that gender passing individuals went in order to conceal their 

biological bodies and how these were revealed after death. These characteristics have been 

taken from nineteenth century newspaper articles in terms of how the reports commented 

on individuals and their lives. By combining these ideals, gender passing individuals were 

viewed as men and therefore treated as such in society.  

 To explore this in more detail, ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ψ/Ω in the framework is confidence and gender 

passing individuals demonstrated their confidence in how they presented themselves 

aesthetically as men and navigated society. This included the relationships that they were 

engaged in, the friendships that they fostered, and how they were viewed by others. Their 

confidence stemmed from their believability as men. Second, gender passing individuals were 

committed to their gender identity largely through the permanence of their performances. 

Some gender passing individuals such as John Murphy, John Smith and Harry Stokes identified 

as men from a young age and thus showed their commitment through the longevity of their 

performance.25 Gender passing individuals also committed themselves to others through 

marriage or cohabitation. Through their faithfulness to each other, individuals and their 

partners personified heterociscentric values of the husband being the provider and the wife 

being the nurturer. Third, consistency, like commitment, centres on the importance of 

steadiness and regularity. Again, consistency was measurable by the longevity of an 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ Inconsistencies were difficult for the public to accept. For 

 
25 άThe Female HusbandΦέ .ŜƭƭΩǎ [ƛfe, (London: England), July 10, 1825.; ά¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦέ 
The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), April 13, 1838.Τ άSingular Case of Concealment of SexΦέ Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General, (Manchester: England), October 11, 1848. 
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instance, John/Elizabeth Hayward identified as both male and female during their lifetime.26 

This resulted in the contemporary public needing a definitive label of ΨƳŀƴΩ ƻǊ ΨǿƻƳŀƴΩ ǘƻ 

avoid the individual from being ostracised. Fourth, and finally, concealment suggests a hidden 

nature, perhaps the truth being obscured in some way. Because of its connotation with 

obscuring, ΨŎƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ challenge for me to include as it gave an unwanted devious 

undertone to cases of gender passing. However, it later became apparent that this term 

needed to be included because newspapers used it to refer to other gender passing cases 

including John Smith in 1848 and Thomas Green in 1861 whose cases were described as ones 

of Ψ/ƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŜȄΩΦ27 Similarly, gender passing individuals packed and padded their 

bodies and clothes to offer a more masculine silhouette and literally concealed their biological 

bodies whilst they were alive. Therefore, it became necessary to include this characteristic in 

the п /Ωǎ ƻŦ tŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ  

Community 

Community has become central to this thesis and is the basis for chapter four. Community 

enabled gender passing individuals to be successful as themselves and to fit into society which 

ultimately enabled them to be accepted by others. The geographical area and where a gender 

passing individual came from is important in understanding their role in wider society. Anne 

Cooper has highlighted that the strength of the geographical community has been examined 

Ψōȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛƴƎ ƪƛƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ28 It 

is this understanding that has encouraged me to reflect on where the individual resided, what 

the area was known for and what community organisations were available to people, such as 

benefit clubs or societies.29 Several gender passing individuals including John Murphy and 

Anna Maria Wilkins began their lives as men working as farmhands and lived in rural areas. 

Perhaps gender passing individuals felt safer in these rural communities as they could work 

in manual jobs, build up their skills, resilience, and their body to fulfil typically male roles 

before moving to the city. Joseph Josiah Charles Stephenson, for instance, who lived in County 

 
26 άAnother Female HusbandΣέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), January 30, 1829. 
27 άSingular Case of Concealment of SexΦέ Manchester Courier and Lancashire General, (Manchester: England), 
October 11, 1848ΦΤ άExtraordinary Case of Concealment of SexΦέ York Herald, (York: England), May 11, 1861. 
28 !ƴƴŜ /ƻƻǇŜǊΣ ά.ǳǊƴŀƎŜΣ муул-1905, the making of a middle-Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣέ Family & Community History, 
(1998): 38. 
29 Christopher French, ά¢ƘŜ DƻƻŘ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘƛŀƴ {ǳǊōƛǘƻƴΥ /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ {ǳōǳǊōŀn Community 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ мфмпΣέ Family & Community History 14, no. 2 (2011): 105-120. 
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Durham, ǿŀǎ ΨǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ǎƘŜŀǊŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 

months, he was inundated with requests to work during harvest time.30 He could evidently 

keep up with the pace of a busy summer of hard work in the fields.  

Metropolitan cities, on the other hand, were vast and busy; therefore, community 

closeness was harder to achieve. FredeǊƛŎƪ Ψ{ŎǊŀŎǘŎƘŜƳΩ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ, for instance, died alone in 

a lodging house in Westminster and had no family or friends to care for him.31 James Vernon 

has ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛǎƳΣ ƳƻōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǊōŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

of strangers ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƛǘȅΩΦ32 Vernon has recognised that by the middle of the 

nineteenth century there was movement away from the familiarity of rural life and into the 

ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙǳstle and 

bustle of the city. Yet, his anonymity might have offered him the chance for greater freedom 

as a gender passing individual as it meant that he was largely unknown in society.   

It was the community that could make or break a person, resulting in gender passing 

individuals being at risk every day. In close working-class village communities, there was little 

privacy as local gossips, neighbours and supposed friends regularly talked about people and 

their problems.33 Due to limited local resources, which were heightened following the Poor 

Law Amendment Act of 1834, parishes could prohibit welfare and local relief from being 

offered to undeserving women who became pregnant outside of marriage.34 This resulted in 

some women becoming the sole providers for their children or they had to prove the paternity 

of their children to receive support. This was near impossible for some, resulting in many 

single women with illegitimate children living in poverty.35 Ultimately, the communities that 

gender passing individuals belonged to were instrumental in the tolerance of their gender 

 
30 ά! wŜŀƭ ΨCŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘΦέ Northern Echo, (Darlington: England), January 3, 1894.  
31 άConcealment of Sex for Fifteen YearsΦέ London Daily News, (London: England), August 23, 1867, 6.; 
άConcealment of Sex for Fifteen YearsΦέ Liverpool Daily Post, (Liverpool: England), August 24, 1867, 7.Τ άA 
Romantic CaseΦέ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: England), August 24, 1867. 
32 James Vernon, Distant Strangers: How Britain Became Modern (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2014), 
34-35. 
33 Andrew August, The British Working-Class 1832-1940 (Harlow: Pearson Education Limited, 2007), 20.; Anna 
Clark, The Struggle for the Breeches: Gender and the Making of the British Working-Class Berkley: University of 
California Press, 1995, 27.  
34 Anna Clark, άThe Rhetoric of Chartist Domesticity: Gender, Language, and Class in the 1830s and 40sΣέ Journal 
of British Studies 31, no. 1 (1992): 66.; Leonore Davidoff, άThe Family in BritainΣέ in The Cambridge Social History 
of Britain 1750-1950: Volume 2: People and Their Environment, ed. F. M. L. Thompson (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1990), 95.; Jane Humphries, άClass Struggles and the Persistence of the Working-Class familyΣέ 
Cambridge Journal of Economics, (1977): 250.   
35 R. Sauer, άInfanticide and Abortion in Nineteenth Century BritainΣέ Population Studies 32, no. 1 (1978): 89.  
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identity and relationship status, including the decision for some to raise children that were 

not biologically their own.   

There are several different ways of understanding the community, with historians 

largely approaching it from a thematic perspective to suit their area of research. This means 

that the definition of community becomes unstable allowing individual responses to it.36 For 

instance, community can be explored through built structures within the hierarchy, or 

through a criterion that determined membership such as gender or class.37 French goes 

beyond these parameters to consideǊ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎ ΨǎƻƳŜ ōȅ 

ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōȅ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΩΦ38 This approach becomes particularly interesting when it is 

applied to gender passing individuals. Individuals were members of their own working-class 

communities due to their social status. They were part of an occupational community and 

members of a privileged gender community as men. Yet, they were also a part of another 

community that was largely unknown to them, that being the gender passing community.  

Community is used in this thesis to consider how gender passing individuals fitted into 

society, how they committed themselves to their work and provided for their family. My 

understanding of community also reflects on the possibility of a gender passing community 

in that only through investigating their lives can we begin to see a sense of commonality 

amongst individuals through the application of the 4 CΩs of Passing framework, something 

which will be explored in more detail in chapter four.  

Methodology and Research Processes 

Exploring the process of how we have reached a certain end point is particularly important as 

it allows others to follow, critique or compare their research journeys. In his article, Tim 

Hitchcock has highlighted that historians have typically failed to fully commit to exploring 

their methodological approaches when completing their research. With a specific focus on 

eighteenth and nineteenth century digitised newspapers, Hitchcock argues that historians 

 
36 Anderson, Imagined Communities, (2006).; Andrew August, The British Working-Class 1832-1940 (Harlow: 
Pearson Education Limited, 2007).; Joanna Bourke, Working Class Culture in Britain 1890-1960 (London: 
Routledge, 1994).; Denis Mills, ά5ŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ ! /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ ϧ Community 
IƛǎǘƻǊȅΣέ CŀƳƛƭȅ ϧ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ тΣ ƴƻΦ м όнллпύΥ р-12. 
37 Christopher French, ά¢ƘŜ DƻƻŘ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘƛŀƴ {ǳǊōƛǘƻƴΥ /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ {ǳōǳǊōŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ мфмпΣέ Family & Community History 14, no. 2 (2011): 110. 
38 Ibid. 
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ŎƛǘŜ ΨƘŀǊŘ-ŎƻǇȅ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΩ ƻŦ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛr work despite them using digitised 

material.39 In doing so, they Ψactively misrepresent the limitation within which [they] are 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƛǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

own research on certain primary sources.40 To avoid doing this, I will now explore the 

processes that I have engaged in to uncover gender passing articles from seventy-nine 

different newspapers that make up this sample using online and offline sources and archives. 

Female to male gender passing individuals did not appear regularly in press reports, 

instead they were written about sporadically throughout the nineteenth century. This 

suggests that individuals were successful in living undetected as men and it was only due to 

unforeseen circumstances including death, accidental discovery, self-exposure, or criminal 

convictions that they were revealed as biologically female. Although they were not published 

regularly throughout the nineteenth century, newspaper reports that wrote about gender 

passing have been the most valuable primary material available and has thus formed the basis 

of this research. Owing to the specific nature of gender passing and the infrequent nature of 

articles that featured cases of gender passing, it has not been feasible to search through every 

available newspaper looking for cases. Instead, digitised newspapers have been instrumental 

in allowing me to locate individuals on a wider geographic scale.  

!ŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ {ŀǊŀƘ ²ŀǘŜǊǎΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ Tipping the Velvet I became interested in the 

performativity of gender and how male impersonators presented themselves onstage, 

therefore, one of the first key words that I searched for on digital newspaper archives was 

ΨƳŀƭŜ ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ41 I was struck by just how many of the articles referred to upcoming 

theatre shows, reviews and advertisements. One of the earliest articles taken from this search 

was from the Champion Weekly Herald ƛƴ муоф ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ ΨǿŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

quite approve of ladies undertaking the impersonation of maƭŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩΦ42 The journalist 

ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛǘǎ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴŜ ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΩΦ43 Exploring more of these one hundred and sixty-ŦƻǳǊ ΨƳŀƭŜ 

ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻnly advertisements and reviews for 

 
39 ¢ƛƳ IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪΣ ά/ƻƴŦǊƻƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭΣέ Cultural and Social History 10, no. 1 (2013): 12. 
40 Ibid.  
41 Sarah Waters, Tipping the Velvet (London: Virago, 1998). 
42 άThe Play-GoerΦέ Champion and Weekly Herald, (London: England), September 8, 1839.  
43 Ibid.   
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upcoming performances, but cases of biological women who identified themselves as men. 

For instance, the Belfast News-Letter ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ 9ȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ aŀƭŜ LƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǎŜΩ 

in 1829 and the Nottingham Evening Post raƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ! ²ƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ aŀƭŜ !ǘǘƛǊŜ ƛƴ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ ƛƴ муупΦ44 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ΨƎƻǎǎƛǇΩ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƎƻǎǎƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

interest stories, many of which focussed on biological women who identified as men.45 

9ǾƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ΨƳŀƭŜ ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƘŀƭƭΦ  

After exploring this idea of biological females identifying as men, I read !ƭƛǎƻƴ hǊŀƳΩǎ 

book Her Husband Was A Woman! and ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩΦ Lƴ 

chapter two Oram examines what she desŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ-ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎΩΦ46 I 

ŎƘƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ŀǎ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΩ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ this sample, they identified as male 

for the majority of their adult lives. Oram highlights the popularity of female husband cases 

in the twentieth century ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻǾŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ was portrayed as both 

ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŀōƭŜΩΦ47 !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΩ 

relationships through the prism of same-sex desire, it is impossible not to see them as being 

ΨǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŀōƭŜΩ, as Oram argued, in how they supported their families and 

identified as men in a binary society. The reason for not exploring their relationships through 

a prism of same-sex desire is because gender passing individuals identified themselves as men 

in all aspects of their lives. Therefore, it is unlikely they would have seen themselves as being 

in a same-sex relationship, since they actively rejected their biological predetermination in 

favour of living as and presenting as men.  

 Accessing digital archives was necessary at the beginning of my research due to the 

specific nature of the stories I wanted to locate. Using newspaper databases such as The 

British Newspaper Archive and The Times returned lots of related results that were 

searchable. The term that was used predominantly by journalists to describe gender passing 

 
44 άA Woman in Male Attire in LiverpoolΦέ Nottingham Evening Post, (Nottingham: England), January 29, 1884, 
3.; άThe Extraordinary Male Impersonation CaseΦέ Belfast News-Letter, (Belfast: Ireland), January 22, 1829.  
45 άGossip about Interesting PeopleΦέ Manchester Times, (Manchester: England), September 15, 1893.Τ άA Young 
²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ 9ǎcapadeΦέ Hull Daily Mail, (Hull: England), June 28, 1895, 3.Τ άMale ImpersonationΦέ Yorkshire 
Telegraph and Star, (Sheffield: England), March 2, 1901, 3.  
46 Alison Oram, IŜǊ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ²ƻƳŀƴΗ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ DŜƴŘŜǊ-Crossing in Modern British Popular Culture (New 
York: Routledge, 2007). 
47 Oram, Her Husband, 40. 
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ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿŀǎ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ returned the most results. 

For instance, The British Newspaper Archive ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ уотΣнну ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ 

between 1800 and 1899. Yet, when working with digitised material false positives will 

inevitably be included in large data searches, as Joanna Guldi has recognised.48 For instance, 

ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅ in the article.49 Therefore, refining searches geographically, 

searching by decade and focussing on specific newspapers was essential to make the data 

more manageable.  

The British Newspaper Archive digitises thousands of newspapers daily. For example, 

in October 2019 they digitised 34,156,597 articles and in September 2020 this number had 

increased to 38,418,080 articles.50 It would have been unrealistic to attempt to read all of 

these results and keep up with the pace of digitisation. As such I have located twenty-five 

different gender passing cases, each of which generated multiple articles, which has enabled 

me to create a detailed set of microbiographies. This sample is not comprehensive and there 

are likely to have been more gender passing individuals who did not appear in the press during 

their lifetime. However, this thesis highlights the rich history and longevity of some of these 

people, and in doing so, explores what it meant to be a working-class man in nineteenth 

century Britain.   

After locating several gender passing articles it was easier to identify any similarities 

in the language that was used to describe individuals. For instance, when Harry Stokes died 

in 1859, the Birmingham Daily Post ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ǳǊƛƻǳǎ /ŀǎŜ ƻŦ 

tǊƻƭƻƴƎŜŘ /ƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŜȄΩΦ51 ¦ǎƛƴƎ Ψ/ƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŜȄΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

discovery of John Murphy of Wigan (1860ύΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ DǊŜŜƴ όмуфмύΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ Ψ{ŎǊŀǘŎƘŜƳΩ 

Mitchell (1867), Henry Clarke (1874), James Watson (1880) and Mrs Andrew-Bird (1898).52 

 
48 Wƻŀƴƴŀ DǳƭŘƛΣ ά¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ¢ǳǊƴΥ {ǘǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ [ƻǳƴƎŜ ƛƴ [ƻndon, 1808-мурмΣέ The 
Journal of Modern History 84, no. 1 (2012): 119. 
49 DǳƭŘƛΣ ά¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ¢ǳǊƴΣέ 119. 
50 The British Newspaper Archive, accessed October 9, 2019 and September 9, 2020, 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk 
51  άCurious Case of Prolonged Concealment of SexΦέ Birmingham Daily Post, (Birmingham: England), October 20, 
1859. 
52 άSingular Case of Concealment of SexΣέ Wigan Observer, (Wigan: England), December 28, 1860, 2.; 
άExtraordinary Case of Concealment of SexΦέ York Herald, (York: England), May 11, 1861.Τ άConcealment of Sex 
for Fifteen YearsΦέ London Daily News, (London: England), August 23Σ мустΣ сΦΤ άConcealment of SexΦέ South 
Wales Daily News, (Wales), November 14, 1874.Τ άRemarkable Case of Concealment of SexΦέ Manchester Courier 
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This term tended to appear in the latter half of the nineteenth century. It also inspired the 

fourth characteristic oŦ ΨŎƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ п /Ωǎ ƻŦ tŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ  

One of the earliest gender passing individuals that I uncovered was James Allen, and 

the Newcastle Courant labelled the case as ŀƴ Ψ9ȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ мунфΦ53 Using 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΩ Řƛgital databases revealed the cases of Harry Stokes (1838), Charles 

Wilkins (1846), Anna Maria Wilkins (1850), Thomas Green (1861), Joseph Josiah Charles 

Stephenson (1869), William Seymour (1875) and John Coulter (1884).54 The word 

ΨŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΩ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛn all of the articles and its repeated use indicates how press 

coverage emphasised both the uniqueness of each individual and the shock generated by 

their discovery, something which Manion has also explored in her own research on female 

husbands.55   

As has been discusseŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ century 

newspaper articles to refer to gender passing individuals. Using the British Library 

Newspapers database, nine hundred and thirty-five ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ 

between the 1 January 1800 and the 31 December 1899. These results were a combination 

of working-class and middle-class cases. Specific gender passing cases such as those of James 

Allen (1829) or Charles Wilkins (1848) as well as unrelated cases where ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜΩ 

ŀƴŘ ΨƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ were used in the headline were also included. Several gender passing 

individuals including John Murphy (1825), James Allen (1829), Captain Kennington (1834), 

Harry Stokes (1838), Albert Guelph (1853) and William Cullener (1893) were labelled by the 

ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘsΩΦ56 Their stories were initially located using this term and then 

 
and General Advertiser, (Manchester: England), December 23, 1880.Τ άConcealment of SexΦέ Cheltenham 
Chronicle, (Gloucestershire: England), February 2, 1898.  
53 άExtraordinary Investigation, or the Female HusbandΦέ Newcastle Courant, (Newcastle-upon-Tyne: England), 
January 4, 1829.  
54 άExtraordinary Case-A Woman Passing as A Man for Forty YearsΦέ Daily News, (London: England), October 20, 
1859.; άMarriage ExtraordinaryΦέ Bradford Observer, (Bradford: England), August 20, 1846ΦΤ άExtraordinary Case 
of BigamyΣέ New Devon Journal, (Barnstaple: England), March 28, 1850ΦΤ άExtraordinary Case of Concealment of 
SexΣέ York Herald, (York: England), May 11, 1861.Τ άExtraordinary Concealment of SexΣέ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΩǎ bŜǿǎ, 
(London: England), December 05, 1869.Τ ά! CŜƳŀƭŜ Ψ/ŀōƳŀƴΩΣ 9ȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ CǊŜŀƪΦέ Edinburgh Evening News, 
(Edinburgh: Scotland), February 13, 1875.Τ άThe Extraordinary Male Impersonation CaseΣέ Belfast News-Letter, 
(Belfast: Ireland), January 22, 1884.   
55 Manion, Female Husbands, 1.  
56 άThe Female HusbandΦέ .ŜƭƭΩǎ [ƛŦŜ, (London: England), Wǳƭȅ млΣ мунрΤ άThe Female HusbandΦέ The Times, 
(London: England), January 17, 1829, 3ΦΤ άAnother Female HusbandΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), 
January 30, 1829ΦΤ άThe Late Husband at KenningtonΣέ Bells Weekly Messenger, (London: England), December 
21, 1834.; ά¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩΣ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), April 13, 1838ΦΤ άA 
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name specific searches were created. TƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ǿŀǎ coined in 1746 by 

Fielding and was still used in the nineteenth century press demonstrating its longevity. 

Evidently, ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ CƛŜƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǘŜǊƳ and 

for them to make the connection between what they were reading, and the title that 

individuals were given.  

This thesis investigates working-class gender passing individuals who committed their 

lives to living as men. Middle-class gender passing individuals such as Dr James Miranda Barry, 

Captain Kennington or Albert Guelph have not been explored in detail in this thesis due to its 

specific focus on the working classes, although there is scope to engage with middle-class 

individuals in a future research project.57 Similarly when searching for gender passing 

individuals, examples of challenging gender boundaries have not been included such as the 

ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ 5ƛǾŜǊΩ ƻǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƭŀƎƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ58 This 

is largely because in these cases the women remained identifiable as women and pushed 

contemporary gendered boundaries and did not present as male. Nonetheless, it is impossible 

not to make a link between these stories of extraordinary women and gender passing 

individuals who committed their lives to living as men. Throughout this thesis searches have 

relied upon British individuals which has meant stories like those of Count Sandor Vay from 

IǳƴƎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǾŀƭƛŜǊ ŘΩ9ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǳƴŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 

written about in the British press.59 Nonetheless, these examples of gender passing highlight 

that there was a wider audience for gender passing and an understanding of how gender 

passing individuals were framed by the press.   

The Language of Nineteenth Century Newspapers 

 
Female HusbandΦέ Banbury Guardian, (Oxfordshire: England), October 20, 1853.; ά¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ 
wƻƳŀƴŎŜΥ WǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘΦέ South Wales Daily News, (Wales), January 11, 1893. 
57 άThe Late Husband at KenningtonΦέ Bells Weekly Messenger, (London: England), December 21, 1834ΦΤ άA 
Female HusbandΣέ Banbury Guardian, (Oxfordshire: England), October 20, 1853. 
Ann Hielmann, Neo/Victorian Biographilia and James Miranda Barry: A Study in Transgender and Transgenre 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018).; Michael du Preez and Jeremy Dronfield. Dr James Barry: A Woman 
Ahead of Her Time (London: Oneworld Productions, 2016). 
58 άA Female BuilderΦέ Evening Express, (Wales), September 27, 1894, 3ΦΤ άA Female DiverΦέ Flintshire Observer 
Mining Journal and General Advertiser for the Counties of Flint Denbigh, (Wales), January 23, 1896, 3.  
59 ά!ƴ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ /ŀǎŜΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘŜǎǎ {ŀǊƻƭǘŀ ±ŀȅΩǎ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀ Pretty Young MaidenΦέ London Daily News, 
(London: England), November 20, 1890.; Simon Burrows, Jonathan Conlin, Russell Goulbourne and Valerie 
Mainz, ed., ¢ƘŜ /ƘŜǾŀƭƛŜǊ ŘΩ9ƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ²ƻǊƭŘǎΥ DŜƴŘŜǊΣ 9ǎǇƛƻƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ 
(London: Continuum UK, 2010). 
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Newspapers in the nineteenth century were essential in informing the public of political 

developments, local news stories, births, deaths, baptisms, or marriages, as well as gossip, 

advertisements, theatre and ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΦ [ǳŎȅ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ 

definition of newspapers is necessary to quote in full as it highlights how newspapers were 

ΨǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƭƛvered local news to readers. She notes: 

The news as we understand it is a nineteenth century creation. It is a package 

of information on diverse subjects, some appearing for the first time, some 

the most recent developments of long-running stories: the package is 

delivered at the same time to the great body of people and from the subject-

matter of public debate.60 

LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ΨōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǳōƛǉǳƛǘƻǳǎ 

feature of daily life, serving as vehicles of entertainment, political discourse, historical 

retrospection, popular education and countless othŜǊ ƳƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΩΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

Andrew King, Alexis Easley and John Morton.61 Therefore, it is unsurprising that the 

extraordinary cases of gender passing individuals also appeared on this platform.  

 There was an explosion in newspaper production and journalism in the nineteenth 

century. At the beginning of the century there were fifty-two London based newspapers and 

hundreds of smaller local titles such as the Liverpool Mercury (1811), the Wigan Observer 

(1853) and the Newcastle-Courant (1711), all of which had their own agenda and target 

audience. Yet, newspapers were expensive and a luxury for working-class people, a luxury 

that many were unable to invest in. As a result, people visited their local library to access 

newspapers or went to a public house to hear the newspaper being read aloud.62  

The redaction of the Stamp Tax in 1855 made newspapers cheaper and therefore 

more accessible. For instance, the Manchester Guardian reduced its price to one penny in 

1858 which saw its circulation nearly double (23,000-43,000) by the end of the century.63 The 

ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ΨōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 

 
60 Lucy Brown, Victorian News and Newspapers (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1985), 1.  
61 Andrew King, Alexis Easley and John Morton, ed., The Routledge Handbook to Nineteenth Century Periodicals 
and Newspapers (Oxon: Routledge, 2016), 1.  
62 Aled WƻƴŜǎΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴǘŜŘ ²ƻǊŘΩ ƛƴ /hris Williams ed., A Companion to Nineteenth Century Britain 
(Oxford: Blackwell Publishing LTD, 2004), 371.  
63 Brown, Victorian News and Newspapers, 32.  
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ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŀŦŦŀƛǊΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇle no longer needing to go to libraries and public houses to 

access a copy.64 Similarly, the improvement in print quality meant that there was a higher 

demand for newspapers and more people purchased their own copies. This demand also 

coincided with technological advancements with printing presses such as the Walter Press or 

Marinoni moving away from hand fed machines to web rotary machines. This ΨǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 

ŀƴ ǳƴŜǉǳƛǾƻŎŀƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ65 

 It is fair to say that without digitised newspapers, this research would not have been 

as successful as it has been. For instance, the eighteenth-ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ 

that was used to describe historic gender passing individuals revealed thirty-two percent of 

gender passing cases in this ǎŀƳǇƭŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ L ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ 

ōŜƎŀƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƳŀƭŜ ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ The British Newspaper Archive and 

Nineteenth Century UK PeriodicalsΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨƳŀƭŜ 

impersonaǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ appeared, and this led me to individuals such 

as James Allen and Harry Stokes. Similarly, owing to the specific nature of this research, being 

creative in search terms and techniques has been paramount. Bob Nicholson has written 

extensively about the perils and possibilities of digital history and digitised material including 

ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΦ bƛŎƘƻƭǎƻƴ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ΨƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

which requires perseverance and creativity, as well as an intimate knowledge of the culture 

ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘΩΦ66 Indeed, this creative and nuanced approach has been 

central to this research and most notably the use of the terms ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩΣ 

ΨŎƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŜȄΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 

gender passing cases. 

Having used one hundred and twenty-one different newspaper articles based on 

twenty-five female to male gender passing individuals across the nineteenth century, I was 

struck by the amount of scissors-and-paste journalism that occurred. Newspapers used 

scissors-and-paste journalism to publish both foreign and domestic intelligence around the 

country. Melodee Beals has concluded that scissors-and-paste journalism was the result of 

ΨƻƴŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ copying, in part or whole, textual material from another, creating a highly 

 
64 Jones, άThe Press and the Printed Word,έ 374.  
65 Brown, Victorian News and Newspapers, 9. 
66 Nicholson, άThe Digital Turn,έ 67.  
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ŘŜŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǎŜŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƴŜǿǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩΦ67 This was evident in many of 

the newspaper articles that discussed gender passing. Newspaper editors who followed the 

idea of scissors-and-paste journalism kept up with the pace of printed national news. This 

type of journalism enabled a geographical spread of news stories and current affairs around 

the country.  

Scissors-and-paste journalism was distinguishable when journalists wrote where they 

had located the original source at the end of the article. In figures 1 and 2 we can see an 

example of scissors-and-paste journalism ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ Ψ{ŎǊŀǘŎƘŜƳΩ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 

article on the left was taken from the Liverpool Albion and the article on the right was taken 

from the Dundee Courier. The text in both articles had been literally copied and pasted with 

neither article crediting the original newspaper it came from. Although, the date that it was 

published suggests that it was the Liverpool Albion who printed it first.   

 
67 Melodee .ŜŀƭǎΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŎƛǎǎƻǊǎ-and-Paste-O-aŜǘŜǊΩ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ƛƴ нлмт ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 
any examples of scissors-and-paste journalism in newspaper articles published between 1800 and 1900. 
Scissors and Paste: A Collection of Newspaper Transcriptions and Connections by Beals, accessed October 30, 
2019 http://scissorsandpaste.net/; Beals personal blog, accessed October 30, 2019. 
http://mhbeals.com/scissors-and-paste-o-meter-officially-launched-for-1800-1900/  
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CƛƎǳǊŜ м άwƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ /ŀǎŜΦέ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ !ƭōƛƻƴΣ ό[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΥ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘύΣ 
August 24, 1867. Permission to reproduce this newspaper has 
been granted by The British Library.  

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ н ά/ƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŜȄ CƻǊ CƛŦǘŜŜƴ ¸ŜŀǊǎΦέ Dundee Courier, 
(Dundee: Scotland), August 29, 1867. Permission to reproduce this 
newspaper has been granted by The British Library. 
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Although this type of journalism has been useful in gauging the geographical impact 

and longevity of gender passing cases around the country, it has limited the amount of 

information that can be gleaned about the lives of gender passing individuals. For instance, in 

the case of Charles Wilkins, five newspapers including the Bradford Observer, Glasgow Herald, 

Canterbury Journal, Globe and Morning Advertiser all published the same article about him in 

1846 using scissors-and-paste journalism.68 Only the Liverpool Mail published a different 

story, meaning that there were just two articles that narrated /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ69 This highlights 

how we are at the mercy of the sources available to us and we can only speculate on gender 

passing individuals and their lives. It is necessary to note that not all nineteenth century 

newspapers have been digitised, therefore, it is possible that more articles may become 

available in the future and we can gain a better ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ   

Through scissors-and-paste journalism, stories travelled and were recycled around the 

country, highlighting not only the mass circulation of newspapers, but also demonstrating 

that the press itself acted as one united newspaper that spread information across England, 

Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Scissors-and-paste journalism has been useful in exploring which 

types of newspapers published articles about gender passing individuals. For instance, The 

Morning Chronicle published articles about James Allen (1829), Elizabeth/John Hayward (1806 

and 1829) and John Smith (1848) perhaps demonstrating their interest in this type of story.70 

The Manchester Courier published articles on John Smith (1848), John Murphy (1860), James 

Watson (1880) and in 1901, published ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ9ŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ²ƻƳŜƴ ²Ƙƻ tŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ 

aŜƴΩΦ71 Similarly, there were links made between historic and modern gender passing cases 

within some newspaper articles. These examples in popularity highlight that there was, 

perhaps, an audience for gender passing cases throughout the nineteenth century. 

 
68 άMarriage ExtraordinaryΦέ Bradford Observer, (Bradford: England), !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлΣ мупсΦΤ άMarriage 
ExtraordinaryΦέ Glasgow Herald, (Glasgow: Scotland), Augusǘ нмΣ мупсΦΤ άMarriage ExtraordinaryΦέ Canterbury 
Journal, (Kent: England), !ǳƎǳǎǘ ннΣ мупсΣ пΦΤ άMarriage ExtraordinaryΦέ Globe, (London: England), August 22, 
мупсΣ пΦΤ άMarriage ExtraordinaryΦέ Morning Advertiser, (London: England), August 24, 1846, 3.  
69 άMarriage at SmethwickΣέ Liverpool Mail, (Liverpool: England), August 8, 1846, 3. 
70 άThe Late Extraordinary InvestigationΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), January 17, 1829, 3.; 
άAnother Female HusbandΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), WŀƴǳŀǊȅ олΣ мунфΦΤ ά[From the 
Macclesfield Courier of Saturday]Φέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), October 10, 1848. 
71 άSingular Case of Concealment of SexΦέ Manchester Courier and Lancashire General, (Manchester: England), 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ ммΣ мупуΦΤ άSingular Case of Concealment of SexΦέ Manchester Courier and Lancashire General 
Advertiser, (Manchester: England), January 5, 1861.; άRemarkable Case of Concealment of SexΣέ Manchester 
Courier and General Advertiser, (Manchester: England), 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ноΣ муулΦΤ άEducated Women Who Passed as 
MenΦέ Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, (Manchester: England), March 16, 1901.  
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 Newspapers are not only objects of the past. Instead, they represent more in terms of 

both readership and circulation. Newspapers offer a tangibility to the past and a link to the 

lives of other people. Similarly, newspapers made an impact on society and offer an insight 

into how journalists wrote about contemporary issues. Adrian Bingham has highlighted that 

Ψ5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŎŀǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΩΦ72 However, 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ΨŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΩΦ73 This connection 

ensured a continued readership and showcased demand for that particular title.  

Digital History 

Using digital history has been essential in locating as many cases of gender passing as possible. 

After locating an individual or gender passing case, I have been able to delve further into their 

lives through census material, trade directories, criminal records, street literature and 

accessing their death and marriage certificates. Murray Phillips, Gary Osmond and Stephen 

¢ƻǿƴǎŜƴŘΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ argues that digital history comes into its own 

when exploring under-researched areas.74 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

frequency of words, terms and phrases to facilitate qualitative culture and linguistic 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΩΦ75 In other words, digital history facilitates searches across large datasets using key 

words, phrases or terms. Thus, historians can gain better access to and knowledge about their 

topics and the contemporary context in which they are based.   

There is a freedom with digital history that is not acknowledged in library and archive 

work which is that historians can sift through vast amounts of data at one time.76 This enables 

researchers to highlight details about a specific person, community, area or event that can 

 
72 Adrian Bingham, Family Newspapers? Sex, Private Life and the British Popular Press, 1918-1978 (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2009): 6.  
73 Bingham, Family Newspapers?, 6. 
74 Murray Phillips, Gary Osmond, and Stephen Townsend, ά! .ƛǊŘΩǎ-Eye View of the Past: Digital History, Distant 
Reading and Sport History,έ The International Journal of the History of Sport 32, no. 15 (2015): 1725-1740. 
75 tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ hǎƳƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎŜƴŘΣ ά! .ƛǊŘ-9ȅŜ ±ƛŜǿΣέ 1732. 
76 Laurel Brake, άHalf Full and Half Empty,έ Journal of Victorian Culture 17, no. 2 (2012): 222-229.; Bob Nicholson, 
άCounting Culture: or, How to Read Victorian Newspapers from a DistanceΣέ Journal of Victorian Culture 17, no. 
2 (2012): 238-246. 
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often be overlooked, lost or forgotten altogether.77 Julia Laite has reflected on the rigidity of 

archives and has praised the freeing nature of digital history, writing: 

The boundlessness of the past has always been kept in check not only by the 

boundedness of the archive and library but also by our own cognitive and 

physical abilities to identify, search, collect, and connect records.78 

Through digital history, historians have taken themselves away from the restrictions of the 

archive and are more open to researching in a creative manner.  

Gender passing individuals have been a challenge to locate in the archive. Therefore, 

it has been necessary to conduct both creative searches and category specific searches to 

locate as many appropriate articles as possible. Only when there is a name of a gender passing 

individual can the searches become more specific with relation to smaller biographical pieces 

of information that can be gleaned from a newspaper article. These may include information 

about ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƭƛǾŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ name, or the names of any 

partners they had as well as any potential children. 

As with most historical methodologies, problems will inevitably arise. In using 

newspapers, and more specifically digitised newspapers as a primary source base, the 

challenges are numerous. One of the most obvious concerns has been the inability to touch, 

read or explore the original documents. Instead, my primary source base has been harvested 

largely via online newspaper databases such as The British Newspaper Archive, Nineteenth 

Century UK Periodicals, Welsh Newspapers Online, specific databases of single newspapers 

such as The Times and The Observer or microfiche film held in local libraries where a gender 

passing individual lived. Over the last decade digitisation has increased exponentially in a way 

that has aimed to preserve the fragility of the material culture itself. However, Johan Jarlbrink 

ŀƴŘ tŜƭƭŜ {ƴƛŎƪŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨLƴ Ƴƻǎǘ Ŏases preservation of cultural material 

is the opposite of destruction. But for newspapers digitisation, preservation and destruction 

ƎƻŜǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘΩΦ79 This is because of the alterations made to the original material when 

they go through the digitisation process.  

 
77 Julia Laite, ά¢ƘŜ 9ƳƳŜǘΩǎ LƴŎƘΥ {Ƴŀƭƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ !ƎŜΣέ Journal of Social History (2019): 8.  
78 [ŀƛǘŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ 9ƳƳŜǘΩǎ LƴŎƘΣέ 5.  
79 Johan Jarlbrink and Pelle Snickars, άCultural Heritage as Digital Noise: Nineteenth Century Newspapers in the 
Digital Archive,έ Journal of Documentation 73, no. 6 (2017): 1229. 
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Many digital historians such as Bob Nicholson, Tim Hitchcock, Jussi Parikka and Patrick 

Leary have highlighted the inaccuracies associated with optical character recognition within 

the digitisation process.80 Jarlbrink and Snickars have argued tƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘƛƎƛǘƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

optical character recognition, article segmentation, modes of presentation are all 

infrastructural settings that transform old newspapers into new objects with a media 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇǊƛƴǘǎΩΦ81 Information is not always transcribed 

completely or coherently from original material to digital databases. Another issue is that the 

literary value of a ǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƛǘƛǎŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƻ ΨƳƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

ǿƻǊŘǎΩΦ82 Similarly, Hitchcock Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŘƛƎƛǘƛǎŜŘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΣ ΨǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

actually searching markedly inaccurate representations of text hidden behind a poor-quality 

ƛƳŀƎŜΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ǎƻ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ83 In turn, this means 

new, repurposed material poses as original primary documentation which is being fashioned 

simply for ease and accessibility. The original newspaper as a source therefore loses its 

ΨƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ-y-ƴŜǎǎΩ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ or on microfiche.84  

 As the primary material used in this thesis has been collected through digitised 

platforms, there are issues to consider. James Mussell has argued that by digitising material 

ƛǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ΨŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŜō ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ όŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜcessary subscription) 

ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΣ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘΩΦ85 Although this highlights the 

freedom that ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦŦŜǊǎΣ [ŜŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŜǳǊŜƪŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ-adventurer are much more likely to take place in the form of a 

ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΩΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻǊ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ86 As a result, the outputs of 

ŘƛƎƛǘƛǎŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊǎƘŀŘƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨDƻƻƎƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

 
80 Hitchcock, άConfronting the Digital,έ 9-23.; Patrick Leary, άGoogling the Victoriansέ, Journal of Victorian 
Culture 10, no. 1 (2005): 72-86.; Nicholson, άCounting CultureΣέ 238-246.; Bob Nicholson, άThe Digital Turn,έ 
Media History 19, no. 1 (2013): 59-73.; Bob Nicholson, άTweeting the Victorians,έ The Research Society for 
Victorian Periodicals, (2015), 254-260.; Jussi Parikka, What is Media Archaeology? (Cambridge: Polity Press, 
2012). 
81 Jarlbrink and Snickars, άCultural HeritageΣέ 1229. 
82 Jarlbrink and Snickars, άCultural HeritageΣέ 1235. 
83 Hitchcock, άConfronting the DigitalΣέ 14.  
84 ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ-y-ƴŜǎǎΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
their touch, smell, written text, images, advertisements layout and style. 
85 James Mussell, Ψ5ƛƎƛǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƛƴ Andrew King, Alexis Easley and John aƻǊǘƻƴΩǎ ŜŘΦΣ The Routledge Handbook 
to Nineteenth Century Periodicals and Newspapers (Oxon; Routledge, 2016), 17. 
86 Leary, άGoogling the VictoriansΣέ 73. 
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±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΩΣ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ [ŜŀǊȅΩǎ term, rather than going out and searching through archives and 

records.87  

 Another concern is that not all newspapers are available online and only specific local 

and national titles in full runs have been made available on The British Newspaper Archive. 

Therefore, there will inevitably be gender passing individuals who have been missed because 

of this. Similarly, many local newspapers have not yet been digitised within institutes which 

means some local coverage may have also been missed. Nonetheless, I have discovered a 

considerable sample, and, in this sense, the digitisation of material has allowed for a better 

understanding of the lives of gender passing individuals, the areas where they lived and how 

their stories were published.  

Digital history does not always mean digitised archives or material, instead it can 

include blogging and social media engagement. The rise in popularity in social media 

platforms in the last decade has been instrumental in making an impact on people outside of 

the academy. It has also enabled me to share my work with other academics and has 

encouraged conversations to begin and continue, as well as invitations to speak at events 

such as Queer Histories at The University of Leeds in February 2020. My aim, by actively 

sharing information and research on social media, has been to make more people aware of 

the history of gender passing and inspire others the include historic gender nonconforming 

people in their own research. Helen Rogers has recognised the community that digital history 

fosters, particularly on social media and how it can be used to connect with other people.88 

{ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ bƛŎƘƻƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ Ψ¢ǿŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΩ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻrtance of 

¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨƘŀǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ƪƛŎƪǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΩΦ89 Digital history facilitates a 

ΨŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎ ŀƴd non-academics 

with similar interests.90 Nicholson argues that we see similarities between nineteenth century 

newspapers and the frivolity and joviality of sharing research today on social media platforms 

anŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨǊŜǘǿŜŜǘƛƴƎΩΦ IŜ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ print culture is being rejuvenated in this 

 
87 Leary, άGoogling the VictoriansΣέ 72-86. 
88 Helen Rogers, άBlogging Our Criminal Past: Publish History, Social Media, and Creative HistoryΣέ Law, Crime 
and History 5, no. 1 (2015): 54-76. 
89 Nicholson, άTweeting the VictoriansΣέ 256.  
90 Ibid. 



32 | P a g e 
 

ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ Ψƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǊ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

ōǊŜŀŘŎǊǳƳōǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ as a means of dissemination.91 

Historians can utilise and access the increasing amount of digitised material in a way 

that is not as restrictive as a physical archive or library can be. Laurel Brake for instance, has 

argued that the increased digital material available allows ΨƛƴƎŜƴƛƻǳǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

unexpected souǊŎŜǎΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ92 However, Brake also maintains that analysis of 

material culture should not be lost in favour of digital material and that there needs to be a 

balance between the two. It is important to remember ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛƎƛǘƛǎŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ΨǿŜ do 

not have more information ς the gone is still gone ς but we have more access to that 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩ, as Laite has recognised.93 Indeed, 

digitised history provides a means of taking a more intimate and private approach to under-

researched  areas. 

It is important to remember that digital history and specifically, accessing under-

researched digitised newspapers, is not the only way of collating material, although it has 

been prominent in this research. Parikka has argued that accessing digitised material or doing 

ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ Ψƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΩΦ94 Using digital 

newspapers has acted as a spring board to the examination of the lives of other gender 

passing individuals, and has allowed me to explore their occupations, visit the places where 

they lived and worked as well as broadening my research to explore street literature and 

other related print culture.  

The rise in popularity within the field of digital history highlights how it has become 

easier to construct the narratives of individuals being that they are open to interpretation. 

Both Hitchcock ŀƴŘ {ƘƻŜƳŀƪŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψƴƻƴ-academic historians with internet 

access have at their fingertips more real data than can be found in any single archive or hard-

ŎƻǇȅ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩΦ95 It goes without saying that there is a huge amount of digitised material 

available with the universal understanding of ΨōƛƎ ǎƛȊŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΩΦ96 Big data is useful to 

 
91 Nicholson, άTweeting the VictoriansΣέ 257. 
92 Brake, άHalf Full and Half EmptyΣέ 223. 
93 Laite, ά¢ƘŜ 9ƳƳŜǘΩǎ LƴŎƘΣέ 8. 
94 Parikka, What is Media Archaeology?, 113.  
95 Tim Hitchcock and Robert Shoemaker, άMaking History Online,έ Transaction of the RHS (2015): 78. 
96 Jarlbrink and SnickarsΣ άCultural Heritage as Digital NoiseΣέ 1235. 
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highlight trends in material or draw statistics that relate to datasets, however, it loses the 

ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ǊƛǎǘŀƴƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ 

this thesis.97  

Data Analysis and Record Linkage  

Databases are used by most historians for bibliographical organisation. Through databases 

historians can store and organise both primary and secondary material in a manageable way. 

The Institute of Historical Research has noted that historians have typically used databases 

for data management, record linkage or aggregate analysis.98 I have used databases as a way 

of organising my primary data and to assist record linkage. By using this record linkage to find 

relatable data sets in different data sources, I have developed a thorough and nuanced 

approach to digital searching. Through record linkage I have completed extensive searches on 

the Old Bailey Online and Ancestry.com to access supporting material. Similarly, visiting local 

archives specific to where an individual lived, and their towns and cities, has been 

instrumental in creating microbiographies about them.  

As part of my methodological process, I created three databases that organised 

primary material into three thematic sheets. These sheets focussed on the biographical 

information of gender passing individuals, their clothing and appearance and their deaths. 

The creation of these sheets was largely because it was no longer feasible to have annotated 

print outs in a folder that I had to search through to find a reference. Biographical information 

about Charles Hamilton (ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩ), John Taylor (Mary Ann Talbot), an 

early gender passing solider, and James Howe (Mary East) who, although dead by the 

nineteenth century, appeared twice in the nineteenth century press, were also included in 

these databases to highlight similarities in cross-century cases.99 

 The first sheet, called Biographical Information, that can be seen in figure 3, focusses 

on the background of the individual. To populate this, I took information from press reports, 

 
97 Richard Tristano, άMicrohistory and Holy Family Parish: Some Methodological ConsiderationsΣέ US Catholic 
Historian (1996): 30.  
98 The Institute of Historical Research: Blog, accessed October 25, 2019 
https://blog.history.ac.uk/2013/02/designing-databases-for-historical-research/ published February 2013; The 
Institute of Historical Research: Digital History, accessed October 22, 2019 
https://www.history.ac.uk/research/digital-history  
99 Fielding, The Female Husband, 1-23ΦΤ άMary East, The Female HusbandΦέ The Odd Fellow, (London: England), 
aŀȅ нΣ муплΦΤ άA Female HusbandΦέ North Eastern Gazette, (Middlesbrough: England), July 2, 1891. 
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pamphlets, census material, criminal registrations (where applicable) as well as birth, death, 

and marriage registrations. This database captured the most information and comprises of 

sixteen subheadings which include: 

1. Unique identifier number 

2. Year 

3. Month 

4. Male name 

5. Female name (if known) 

6. Primary source (newspaper article, pamphlet, ballad, census entry, trade directory for 

example) 

7. Age 

8. Class 

9. Area where they lived / frequented  

10. Status (married, single, divorced) 

11. Employment  

12. Classification of employment (agriculture, manual, military, public service) 

13. Personal attributes (looks, personality, clothing) 

14. Leisure activities  

15. Crimes (if applicable) 

16. Exposure (death, self, wife exposure or criminal) 

These categories offered a clear summary of the lives of individuals and enabled links to be 

made between cases. For instance, this database revealed that thirty-two percent of gender 

passing individuals were employed in agricultural work at some point during their lives. 

Similarly, sixty percent of individuals were married, and twenty percent were described as 

cohabiting as man and wife. All the statistics generated by this database have been used 

throughout this thesis as a way of making connections between people in the sample.  
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Figure 3 Screenshot taken of the 'Biographical Information' database. Captured October 1, 2019. 
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The second database titled Gendering the Body can be seen in figure 4. The development 

and concealment of the body remains a constant theme throughout this thesis, therefore this 

sheet captured the physical appearance of gender passing individuals. The subcategories 

included: 

1. Unique identifier number 

2. Year 

3. Name 

4. Clothing 

5. Hairstyle 

6. Facial hair 

7. Face 

8. Voice 

9. Hands 

10. Body / stature  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŜŜǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻǊ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨόǉύΩ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ which represented a 

ΨǉǳƻǘŜΩ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ. The reason for this was that there were some words and 

phrases that were used repeatedly to describe the physical appearance of different gender 

passing individuals. By using this code, I could easily identify any linguistic similarities between 

cases and explore them further. For instance, both John Murphy (1825) and Charles Wilkins 

(1846ύ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǎǘƻǳǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ.100 By having a visible 

code that denoted ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ Ψǎǘƻǳǘ όǉύΩ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ, I was able to 

reflect of the significance of the word. I concluded that ΨǎǘƻǳǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ referred to 

the muscularity of the individual, something which is explored further in Chapter Two: What 

Makes a Man? 

  

  

 
100 άThe Female HusbandΦέ .ŜƭƭΩǎ [ƛŦŜ, (London: England), Wǳƭȅ млΣ мунрΦΤ άSmethwick: Romantic AffairΦέ 
Birmingham Journal, (Birmingham: England), August 1, 1846.  
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Figure 4 Screenshot of 'Gendering the Body' spreadsheet that I have created. Captured October 1, 2019. 
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The third database related specifically to death and can be seen in figure 5. Death was the 

most common reason that led to the exposure of gender passing individuals as biologically 

female, with thirty-nine percent of cases ending in this manner. This database focussed 

specifically on what infƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

they were buried and the date they died. The subcategories for this sheet included: 

1. Unique identifier number 

2. Year 

3. Name 

4. Female name 

5. Primary source 

6. Age 

7. Class 

8. Death 

9. Burial information  

10. Certificate / registration  

The gathering of this initial information prompted closer research about the 

individuals. For instance, locating death certificates, burial registrations, church records and 

grave records also gave further insight into an ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ final resting place. For instance, 

changes had been made to WƻƘƴ aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ǌegistrar in relation to his 

biological identity a week after his burial at All Saints Church in Wigan.101 Using websites such 

as Ancestry.com and findagrave.com L ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ WƻƘƴ /ƻǳƭǘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛƴ .ŜƭŦŀǎǘ City Cemetery. 

¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ L ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ōǳǊƛŀƭ 

record which confirmed that he was buried as male in Belfast City Cemetery several days after 

he died in January 1884.102 These databases have offered a means of understanding the 

biographical parameters of the lives of gender passing individuals.  

  

 
101 Certificate of Death obtained from General Register Office, July 12, 2018. (DAZ 096056) Year 1860, Qtr D Vol. 
08C Page 36. 
102 Certificate of Death obtained from General Registry Office of Northern Ireland. John Coulter buried in Belfast 
Cemetery January 11, 1884 no. 13512 grave section NK NK.  
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Figure 5 Screenshot of 'Death' spreadsheet that I have created. Captured October 1, 2019. 
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This thesis has required many hours of sitting, reading, and writing. As a result, a lot 

of time has been spent on my own at my desk. This solitary experience of research is 

something that we are reminded about in Lucinda Matthews-WƻƴŜǎΩǎ ōƭƻƎ Ǉƻǎǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ŀƭƪƛƴg 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΩΦ103 Matthews-Jones encourages researchers to go out and explore the surroundings 

of their subjects. Similarly, ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ Ψ.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ .ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŜǎΩΣ [ŀǊǊȅ wΦ CƻǊŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

be involved in our research in a way that brings us away from tƘŜ ŘŜǎƪ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨŀŜǊƻōƛŎ 

ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛώŎǎϐΩΦ104 I have followed this advice and visited the cities and towns where gender 

passing individuals lived and worked. For instance, in Baldock, Hertfordshire James and 

Abigail Allen leased a pub called The Sun Inn, which is now called The Victoria. By visiting and 

sitting in that space and watching the locals interact with one another, it struck me that the 

community of a public house might have been what drew James and Abigail, and later Harry 

Stokes and Frances Collins, in to being public house landlords.105 I also visited Wigan, where 

John Murphy plied his trade as a hawker and cadger. Although the cemetery was no longer 

ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ WƻƘƴΩǎ 

body was eventually laid to rest. As the morning progressed in Wigan Town Centre it became 

busier with market traders and locals. The sights and sounds of traders speaking to their 

customers was reminiscent of John Murphy who was a popular hawker and cadger according 

to the Wigan Observer.106 Spending time being immersed in the landscape and culture of the 

places that gender passing individuals lived enabled a deeper reflection on their lives and also 

inspired Chapter Four: Conforming in the Unsuspecting Community.  

Chapter Breakdown 

This thesis is split into five chapters which includes historiographical conversations, the body, 

the community, relationships, and death. Running throughout these chapters are the 4 CΩs of 

Passing framework with chapters two to five focussing on specific elements of that 

framework. Chapter One: An Intellectual Discussion brings together the important 

historiography that has supported and informed this research. The underpinning argument 

 
103 Lucinda Matthews-WƻƴŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣέ όнлмпύΦ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ WǳƴŜ ммΣ нлмф 
https://lucindamatthewsjones.com/2014/08/10/a-walking-historian/ 
104 Larry R. Ford, άBuilding Biographies: To Know Cities from the Inside OutΣέ The Geographical Review (2001): 
381. 
105 άExtraordinary Investigation, or the Female HusbandΦέ Newcastle Courant, (Newcastle-upon-Tyne: England), 
January 1, 1829.  
106 άSingular Case of Concealment of SexΦέ Wigan Observer, (Wigan: England), December 28, 1860, 2. 
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throughout this thesis is that gender is an active, performative identity.107 This conversation 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŘƻƴŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻnsequently how it can be 

undone.108 It also reflects on the influence of ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ the history of masculinity 

in exploring the different roles that were expected of gender passing individuals and how they 

navigated those different roles. Conversations examines the difficulties that are encountered 

in undertaking research of this kind, particularly in relation to the rise of trans history and 

communities wanting to reclaim gender passing individuals as their own. For instance, 

Christine Burns argues that in cases like Dr James Miranda BarǊȅ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǊȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎΣ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜΩ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƛǎ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇǊŜƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

labelling process.109 Similarly, due to the rise in gender critical views and increased 

transphobia it is necessary to reflect on the treatment of gender passing individuals in the 

press. This is largely because journalists seemingly admired gender passing individuals and it 

is difficult to identify where the current toxicity about gender nonconformity has stemmed 

from given that the nineteenth century prescribed more rigid gender codes than we see 

today.  

 Chapter Two: What Makes a Man? focuses on the confidence that gender passing 

individuals had in terms of their gender presentation and how they embodied their 

masculinity. ¦ǎƛƴƎ WŀŎƪ aƛŘƎŀƭŜƪ ŀƴŘ .ŜŀǘǊƛŎŜ !ƭƭŜƎǊŀƴǘƛΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŜƳōƻŘȅƛƴƎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΩΣ 

ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ Ƙƻǿ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ΨŘƛŘΩ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

acknowledged.110 Drawing upon WƻŀƴƴŜ .ŜƎƛŀǘƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǳƴǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴƭȅ ōƻŘȅΩΣ this 

chapter considers the qualities of working-class male bodies and how gender passing 

individuals manipulated themselves through passing and binding to portray a more masculine 

physique.111 .ǳǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊies of repeated acts is central to this chapter 

 
107 Henry Bial ed., The Performance Studies Reader, (Routledge: London, 2004).; Anastacia Seregina, Ψ¦ƴŘƻƛƴƎ 
GeƴŘŜǊ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hǘƘŜǊΩΣ Consumption, Markets and Culture 22, no. 4 (2019): 454-473. 
108 West and Zimmerman, άDoing GenderΣέ (1987): 125-151.; West and Zimmerman, ά!ŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ψ5ƻƛƴƎ 
DŜƴŘŜǊΩΣέ 112-122.; Don Zimmerman, άThey Were All Doing DŜƴŘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ²ŜǊŜƴΩǘ !ƭƭ tŀǎǎƛƴƎΥ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ 
RogersΣέ Gender and Society (1992): 192-198. 
109 Christine Burns ed., Trans Britain: Our Journey from the Shadows (London: Unbound, 2018), 11.  
110 Beatrice Allegranti, Embodied Performances: Sexuality, Gender, Bodies (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 
2015).; Jack Migdalek, The Embodied Performance of Gender (Oxen: Routledge, 2015). 
111 Joanne Begiato, άPunishing the Unregulated Manly Body and Emotions in Early Victorian Englandέ in Joanne 
Ella Parsons and Ruth Heholt ed., The Victorian Male Body (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2018), 46-
64.; Joanne Begiato, Manliness in Britain, 1760-1900: Bodies, Emotion, and Material Culture (Manchester: 
Manchester University Press, 2020) 
111 Butler, Gender Trouble, 140. 
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in considering how the construction of a gendered ideal became a social norm and an 

expectation. It concludes with a discussion about the importance of clothing, muscularity and 

facial hair for gender passing individuals.112 

 Chapter Three: Queer Intimacies explores how many gender passing individuals were 

committed to not only their gender identity, but also to their wives and partners through 

marriage or cohabitation. Although marriage referred to a heterosexual man and woman 

committing themselves faithfully to each other in the eyes of God, gender passing individuals 

queered this notion by engaging in same-sex relationships that emulated 

heteronormativity.113 In some cases gender passing individuals and their partners engaged in 

marriages of convenience that were used as a foil for darker secrets such as illegitimate 

children, as was the case for John Murphy and Matilda Lacy.114 

 Chapter Four: Conforming in the Unsuspecting Community considers the level of 

consistency that gender passing individuals needed. Drawing on the definition of community 

as a group of people with shared interests, this chapter explores the roles of neighbours and 

the neighbourhood. Neighbours and friends employed gender passing individuals, rented 

accommodation to them and drank in their public houses. Yet, perhaps more importantly, 

neighbours had the ability to expose individuals if they became suspicious.115 This chapter 

includes a case study on the public house as a means of demonstrating how it represented 

leisure, employment and stability in the community.116 This chapter investigates how gender 

 
112 Roland Altenburger, άIs it Clothes that Make the Man? Cross-dressing, Gender and Sex in Pre-Twentieth 
Century Zhu Yingtai LoreΣέ Asian Folkore Studies (2005): 165-205.; Amy Miller, άClothes Make the Man: Naval 
Uniform and Masculinity in the early Nineteenth CenturyΣέ Journal for Maritime Research 17, no. 2 (2015): 147-
154.; Vivienne Richmond, Clothing the Poor in Nineteenth-Century England (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2013).; Rachel Worth, Clothing and Landscape in Victorian England: Working Class Dress and Rural Life 
(London: I.B. Tauris and Co. Ltd, 2018).; Ina Zweiniger-Bargielowska, άIŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ŜǘǘŜǊ /ƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ aŜƴΩ ς 
aŜƴΩǎ 5ǊŜǎǎ wŜŦƻǊƳ ƛƴ LƴǘŜǊǿŀǊ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴέ, in Erika Rappaport, Sandra Trudgen-Dawson and Mark J. Crowley ed., 
Consuming Behaviours: Identity, Politics and Pleasure in Twentieth Century Britain (London: Bloomsbury, 2015): 
21-37.  
113 Ginger S. Frost, Living in Sin: Cohabiting as Husband and Wife in Nineteenth Century England (Manchester: 
Manchester University Press, 2008).; John R. Gillis, For Better, For Worse, British Marriages, 1600 to the Present 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1985).; Rebecca Probert, Marriage, Law and Practice in the Long Eighteenth 
Century: A Reassessment (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009).  
114 άThe Female HusbandΦέ .ŜƭƭΩǎ [ƛŦŜ, (London: England), July 10, 1825.; ά¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦέ 
The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), April 13, 1838.  
115 Joanna Bourke, Working Class Culture in Britain 1890-1960 (London: Routledge, 1994).; Emily Cockayne, 
Cheek by Jowl: A History of Neighbours, (London: Vintage, 2013).; E. P. Thompson. The Making of the English 
Working-Class (Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1980).  
116 David W. Gutzke, άProgressivism and the History of the Public House, 1850-1950Σέ Cultural and Social History 
4, no. 2 (2007): 235-259.; James Kneale, "A Problem of Supervision': Moral Geographies of the Nineteenth-
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passing individuals navigated the spaces that they inhabited. For example, many developed a 

skill in one area of work before moving on to another and tended to live mobile lives in both 

rural and urban landscapes.117 Using street literature and the press this chapter will highlight 

how they were used to tell a story and create meaning on the street. The chapter concludes 

by reflecting on the unsuspecting community of gender passing individuals. Indeed, many 

individuals would not have been aware of the existence of others like them, but they would 

have been in receipt of gossip and stories that were published in the press. This created an 

unknowing community that ultimately linked them together.  

 Chapter Five: After Lives demonstrates the lengths that gender passing individuals 

went to in order to conceal their biological bodies whilst they were alive. Death was the most 

common way that gender passing individuals were exposed, which, to an extent, revealed the 

successful nature of their passing. tŀǘ WŀƭƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ΨƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨōŀŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΩ ŦŜatures 

in this chapter as a means of exploring the deaths of several individuals and discusses how 

they were marked, but also how they were challenged by the public in some cases.118 

Concluding this chapter is a study on the death of James Allen and his legacy throughout the 

nineteenth century.119 Death marked the end of gender performance and rendered gender 

passing individuals simply as female, thus confirming the importance of biological identity in 

nineteenth century Britain, but also highlighting that gender is an active identity that needed 

to be maintained and performed. 

  

 
Century British Public HouseΣέ Journal of Historical Geography (1999): 333-348.; Ian Pritchard, ά.ŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
.ǊƛǘŀƴƴƛŀΩΥ tǳōƭƛŎ-House Culture and the Construction of Nineteenth Century British-Welsh Industrial IdentityΣέ 
Nations and Nationalism 18, no. 2 (2012): 326-345. 
117 wΦ 5ŜƴƴƛǎΦ ŀƴŘ {Φ 5ŀƴƛŜƭǎΦ άά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ /ƛǘƛŜǎΣέ Urban History 
Yearbook, (1981): 7-22.Τ WŀƴŜ IǳƳǇƘǊƛŜǎΣ ά/ƭŀǎǎ {ǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ of the Working-/ƭŀǎǎ CŀƳƛƭȅΣέ 
Cambridge Journal of Economics 1, no. 3 (1977): 241-258. 
118 Steve ConwayΣ άDeath working-class culture and social distinctionΣέ Health Sociology Review 21, no. 4 (2012): 
441-449.; Elizabeth Hallam, Jenny Hockey and Glennys Howarth ed., Beyond the Body: Death and Social Identity, 
(London: Routledge, 1999).; Pat Jalland, Death in the Victorian Family (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996).; 
Julie-Marie Strange, Death, Grief and Poverty in Britain, 1870-1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2005). 
119 άExtraordinary Investigation, or the Female HusbandΦέ The Newcastle Courant, (Newcastle-upon-Tyne: 
EnglandύΣ !ǇǊƛƭ пΣ мунфΦΤ άA Hundred Years Ago: Extraordinary Investigation or the Female HusbandΦέ The 
Observer, (London: England), January 20, 1929.  
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Chapter One 

An Intellectual Discussion

Gender passing individuals, like Harry Stokes, have remained under-researched because of 

the difficulty of locating their extended lives due to name changes as well as different spellings 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜǎ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ΨIŀǊǊȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ΨIŜƴǊȅ {ǘƻŀƪŜΩύ ŀƴŘ full documentation of 

where they lived and worked has not been available. Apart from examples of street literature 

that appear in the work of Charles Hindley, Alison Oram and Annmarie Turnbull, gender 

passing individuals have largely been explored through same-sex relationships.1 Emma 

5ƻƴƻƎƘǳŜΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Passions Between Women, explores the lives of some gender passing 

individuals who were in same-sex relationships in eighteenth century Britain.2 Similarly, 

hǊŀƳΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Her Husband was a Woman!, explores gender passing and more specifically 

cross-dressing in the twentieth century.3 Oram examines gender passing individuals through 

a framework of lesbian desire and has focussed specifically on attraction and intimate 

relationships. Martha Vicinus and Sharon Marcus have also focussed on same-sex desire 

when exploring intimate female friendships amongst the middle classes in Britain.4 Neither 

Vicinus nor aŀǊŎǳǎΩǎ research considers the possibility that some individuals may have 

engaged in female friendships to facilitate their masculine gender identity. This thesis, 

therefore, fills the gap in gender passing lives in the nineteenth century. It examines the lives 

of individuals in relation to their social status as men, husbands, and fathers and how they 

lived as a gender contrary to their biological identity. If gender passing individuals identified 

as men, like I have understood them to have been, then they would not have viewed 

themselves as being in a same-sex partnership. Instead, it is necessary to consider gender 

 
1 Charles Hindley, Curiosities of Street Literature (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012).; Alison Oram 
and Annmarie Turnbull, The Lesbian History Sourcebook: Love and Sex between women in Britain from 1780-
1970 (London: Routledge, 2001).  
2 Emma Donoghue, Passions Between Women, (London: Pan Macmillan, 2014).  
3 Alison Oram, IŜǊ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ²ƻƳŀƴΗ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ-crossing in modern British popular culture, (New 
York: Routledge, 2007). 
4 Sharon Marcus, Between Women: Friendship, Desire and Marriage in Victorian England, (New Jersey: Princeton 
University Press, 2007).; Martha Vicinus, Intimate Friends: Women Who Loved Women 1778-1928, (Chicago: 
Chicago University Press, 2004).  
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passing individuals as men who engaged in heterosexual and normative relationships, 

something that will be explored in more detail in Chapter Three: Queer Intimacies. 

Twenty-five working-class female to male gender passing individuals make up the core 

of this thesis. By creating microbiographies about their lives I have developed a narrative that 

examines their successes as men, with a focus on the jobs that they were employed in, the 

relationships that they engaged in and how they were viewed as men in society. As previously 

stated, gender passing individuals have often been viewed through the lens of same-sex 

desire or onstage male impersonation. However, this thesis moves away from both 

interpretations and considers how gender passing individuals lived as men. It explores how 

they embodied their understanding of masculinity and performed it in a way that was 

recognisable to others. Gender passing individuals lived in plain sight; they worked with their 

colleagues, had wives and families and their gender identity was not questioned or challenged 

as far as we are aware. It was only due to unforeseen circumstances such as death, accidental 

exposure, or unrelated criminal convictions that they were revealed as biologically female, 

typically in press reports, gossip, and street literature. 

A Historiographical Discussion 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ΨōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƳƛǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŜƭƭ-known 

areas of history to challenge ourselves.5 WǳƴŜ tǳǊǾƛǎ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ Ƙŀώǎϐ ōŜŜƴ 

professionalised as a discipline by white, heterosexual, middle-class men who taught the 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǿŀȅǎΩΦ6 Indeed, we are still contending 

with this notion today. However, this thesis incorporates an exploration of historic gender 

nonconformity, working-class masculinity, and queer notions of the nineteenth century to 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ tǳǊǾƛǎΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ As an extension, Peter Andersson arƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 

constant attention to peripheries, deviances, and misbehaviours that a historical diversity can 

ōŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘΩΦ7 Therefore, this thesis uses well known themes including gender history, 

separate spheres ideology, breadwinner ideology, respectability and working-class identity, 

to explore the lives of unknown and under-researched gender passing individuals.  

 
5 Peter K. Andersson, άHow Civilised were the Victorians?Σέ Journal of Victorian Culture, (2015): 439-452.; Susie 
{ǘŜƛƴōŀŎƘΣ ά²Ƙƻ hǿƴǎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΚΣέ Journal of Victorian Culture 22, no. 1 (2017): 89-98. 
6 June Purvis, ed., ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΥ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ мурл-1945: An Introduction, (Routledge: London, 1998): 5. 
7 Andersson. άHow Civilised were the Victorians?Σέ 450. 
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Nineteenth Century Values 

Working-class values are at the centre of this thesis as most of the gender passing individuals 

in this sample were part of the working-Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 9Φ tΦ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ class 

being linked with similar values within human relationships is important when considering 

the community impact on gender passing individuals and their interactions with others. 

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ Ψŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

(iƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘύΩ.8 This means that groups of individuals came together to create the 

working classes through a shared sense of experience and relationships. Through these 

shared experiences individuals recognised that ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ΨǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜƳΩ divide between 

those who had the same values and those who did not. For instance, separate spheres 

ideology dictated that women should remain in the domestic sphere of the home whereas 

men should work in the public sphere. However, for the working classes, this was not always 

attainable, and men and women had to work equally to maintain some quality of life. It was 

these divisions that demonstrated the differences in lived experiences that enabled the class 

system to develop in Britain.  

The gender passing individuals that are explored in this thesis were working-class 

people. They provided for their families through regular and (mostly) legal work. They 

dedicated themselves to being active members of their communities and fulfilled the social 

expectations placed upon working-class men to an acceptable level. It is the intricacies of 

everyday life that has inspired this research, from considering how a gender passing individual 

presented themselves on the street, to the work they engaged in and the relationships that 

they fostered. Therefore, it is unsurprising that the gender passing individuals in this sample 

were not as popular as other gender nonconforming people in the  nineteenth century such 

as Dr James Miranda Barry, Anne Lister or /ƘŜǾŀƭƛŜǊ ŘΩ9ƻƴΦ9 Anne Lister, for example, is one 

of the most well-known gender nonconforming individuals of the nineteenth century. There 

has been an increase in her popularity following the successful BBC One drama Gentleman 

 
8 E. P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class, (London: Penguin Books, 1963), 8-9.  
9 Simon Burrows, Jonathan Conlin, Russell Goulbourne and Valerie Mainz, ed. ¢ƘŜ /ƘŜǾŀƭƛŜǊ ŘΩ9ƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙis 
Worlds: Gender, Espionage and Politics in the Eighteenth Century, (London: Continuum UK, 2010).; Anne Lister, 
The Secret Diaries of Miss Anne Lister. Translated by Helen Whitbred. (London: Brown Book Company, 2010).; 
Michael du Preez and Jeremy Dronfield, Dr James Barry: A Woman Ahead of Her Time, (London: Oneworld 
Productions, 2016). 
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Jack with Suranne Jones as Anne Lister herself.10 Lister was part of the aristocracy and her 

family held status and local reputation in Halifax. Lister challenged the social expectations of 

women by taking on Shibden Hall and rebuilding it to be successful with the creation of a mine 

and loyal tenants. This success allowed her to live freely and enabled her to travel and have 

time away from Halifax.  

Although Lister represented the antithesis of femininity and womanhood in the 

nineteenth century, she did acknowledge the importance of binary roles and nodded to 

separate spheres ideology within her own relationships. This was clear through her 

tumultuous marriage with Ann Walker in that Lister recognised herself as a provider and 

protector of her wife. This notion of providing and supporting the family was also instilled in 

gender passing relationships. Like Anne, gender passing individuals identified that there 

needed to be a head of the home who supported and provided for the family. In recognising 

the importance of this, gender passing individuals also highlighted the relevance of a 

gendered society at that time, with roles being reserved for men and women and there being 

one breadwinner or supporter of the home. Although Lister remains one of the most popular 

gender nonconforming individuals in the nineteenth century, it is the unknown quality of 

gender performativity in the public sphere that is most interesting to explore. Indeed, gender 

passing individuals including Harry Stokes, James Allen and William Seymour were only 

brought to the attention of newspapers due to unforeseen circumstances such as death or 

criminal convictions, suggesting that they were successful at embodying the social 

expectations and roles of men prior to their exposure.11  

 Most gender passing individuals began their male lives in working-class rural 

communities before settling in the larger industrial towns and cities as they developed their 

ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ aŀǊǘƛƴ IŜǿƛǘǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ/ƭŀǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ 

for descriptive purposes as the basis for the definition of a series of economic classifications 

 
10 άGentleman JackΣέ BBC One, last modified May 15, 2019, https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00059m9  
11 άExtraordinary Investigation, or the Female HusbandΦέ The Newcastle Courant, (Newcastle-upon-Tyne: 
EnglandύΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ мунфΦΤ άThe Woman HusbandΦέ Manchester Guardian, (Manchester: England), April 14, 
муоуΣ нΦΤ άA Woman as a Cabdriver for ten years, A Romance of the RankΦέ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: 
England), February 13, 1875. 
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ƻǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŀΩΦ12 In this sense, class becomes an identity marker and offers them a sense of 

belonging to another group.  

Many gender passing individuals sought to achieve a sense of belonging and left their 

family home at an early age or escaped from abusive heterosexual marriages. They moved to 

new cities or towns and identified themselves as male to embody their new gender identity. 

Andrew August has explored the notion of class being used to signify a sense of belonging and 

Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƛƳōǳŜǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ IŜ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨLŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜ ǘŜƭƭ όŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊύ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ13 IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΣ ΨbŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜs tell us 

who we are, and they define boundaries and identify who we ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΩΦ14 Gender passing 

individuals fitted into their communities in how they performed their roles as men which in 

turn enabled them to conform. For the working classes, their identities and expectations 

differed to other people around them. Their focus was on the mundanity and ΨǊƻǳǘƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ 

ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΩ that, as Joanna Bourke has argued, became ŀ ΨƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴŜǎŜƭŦ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ15 Indeed, it was this experience of the everyday and performing social 

expectations of gender identity that enabled gender passing individuals to pass confidently, 

consistently and in a committed manner.  

The theme of respectability was an important concept in the nineteenth century with 

most people aiming to live a respectable life irrespective of class. However, respectability is a 

difficult concept to define as it lacks a clear definition. Mike Huggins has argued that 

respectability has largely been defined by historians unique to their understanding of it which 

further demonstrates the complexities of the term.16 For some historians, respectability was 

ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ Ψŀ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΩ ōȅ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ17 Indeed, for working-

Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƳŜƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ ΨǊŜspectable virtues encompassed self-discipline and 

improvement, industry and thrift, indepeƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΩΦ18 In relation 

 
12 Martin Hewitt, άClass and the ClassesΣέ in A Companion to Nineteenth Century Britain, ed. Chris Williams 
(Oxford: Blackwell Publishing LTD, 2004), 306. 
13 Andrew August. The British Working-Class 1832-1940 (Harlow: Pearson Education Limited, 2007), 2. 
14 Ibid.   
15 Joanna Bourke. Working Class Cultures in Britain, 1890-1960: Gender, Class and Ethnicity (Routledge: London, 
1994), 4 and 25.  
16 Mike Huggins. άExploring the backstage of Victorian RespectabilityΣέ Journal of Victorian Culture 22, no. 1 
(2017): 81-88. 
17 August. The British Working-Class, 68.  
18 Ibid. 
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to gender passing individuals, respectability has been defined through how they were 

described in newspaper reports. For instance, reporters commented on their abilities to 

support their families, present themselves in a smart and clean manner and show 

commitment to their wives and communities. Similarly, newspapers explored the lives of 

gender passing individuals through their own position and influence. For instance, journalists 

used their middle-class status to write about gender passing individuals in their newspaper 

articles. Indeed, the concept of separate spheres ideology and being a stable provider was 

discussed frequently in newspaper reports.  In this sense we see journalists putting their own 

views onto gender passing narratives to make sense of their lives to their readers.  

Respectability was a universal and translational term that was understood across 

different classes. Peter Bailey ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŜƴƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƳƻǊŀl rectitude, 

but in addition, it also demanded economic continence and self-ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΩΦ19 Indeed 

respectability was a term that was altered to fit different social understandings and different 

types of people. However, it is important to acknowledge that working-class respectability 

differed to middle-class respectability. Similarly, working-Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ΨǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 

ŀǎ ƳƻƴƻƭƛǘƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǳƴǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƭŜΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ these differences.20 Instead, the working classes 

altered the definition of respectability for it to be practiced within their own remits and 

communities.21 Gender passing individuals embodied qualities that were typically described 

positively by the press. As there was not a definitive definition of respectability, it was 

understood by how somebody was socially acceptable, had a stable home, was a good family 

man, avoided excessive smoking and drinking and had regular employment. Gender passing 

individuals largely embodied these qualities, with some exceptions.   

Gender 

Gender is arguably an inclusive concept which can incorporate various gendered groups such 

as men, women, gender nonconforming people, transgender people, and non-binary people. 

 
19 tŜǘŜǊ .ŀƛƭŜȅΣ άά²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ wŜŀƭ .ƛƭƭ .ŀƴƪ tƭŜŀǎŜ {ǘŀƴŘ ¦ǇΚέ ¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ wƻƭŜ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ aƛŘ-Victorian Working-
Class RespectabiƭƛǘȅΣέ Journal of Social History 12, no. 3 (1979): 338. 
20 Steinbach, Understanding the Victorians, 93. 
21 Mike Huggins, άMore Sinful Pleasure? Leisure, Respectability and the Male Middle Classes in Victorian 
EnglandΣέ Journal of Social History (2000): 585-600.; Mike Huggins, Vice and the Victorians, (London: 
Bloomsbury, 2016).; Lynda Nead Victorian Babylon: People, Streets and Images in Nineteenth-Century London, 
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 2005).; Susan Walton, άFrom Squalid Impropriety to Manly Respectability: 
The Revival of Beard, Moustaches and Martial Values in the 1850s in EnglandΣέ Nineteenth Century Contexts: An 
Interdisciplinary Journal 30, no. 3 (2008): 229-245. 
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Consequently, gender history should explore all types of gender identities. However, this has 

not always been the case, largely because gender has tended to be used to describe the 

experiences of women and, as Gerda Lerner has noted, gender has been used in 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ΨƛƴǘŜǊŎƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǎŜȄΩΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ψƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǊŜŦƛƴŜŘΩ ǘƘŀƴ 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǎŜȄΩ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ΨƴŀǎǘȅΩ ŎƻƴƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ22 At the same time Lerner made these 

observations Joan Scott was proposing that gender should be understood as a useful category 

of analysis.23 In her article, Scott argued that gender is imposed on the body and although it 

is generally considered to be a fixed identity, it is, in actual fact, unstable. Indeed, we see this 

unstable quality in the lives of gender passing individuals in how they manipulated their 

bodies and performed in a masculine way to be accepted as men in society. Scott recognised 

that gender history was not required to understand the social and political construction of 

what gender meant. Rather she, along with Judith Butler, challenged academics to think about 

gender as a set of cultural expectations.24 Moreover, and perhaps crucially, Scott noted that 

ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ΨǿƻƳŜƴΩ ƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ25 Despite this, 

gender history has typically remained focussed on women and their lives which has led some 

historians, such as Julie-Marie Strange, to argue that the lives of working-class men have 

largely been neglected.26 Throughout this thesis, I will use the notion of gender to explore not 

only the lives of gender passing individuals and their working-class identities, but also to 

consider how they challenged traditional gender roles in the nineteenth century.  

Although gender passing individuals were gendered as men, it is important to 

recognise how they defied biological predetermination as female through their abilities to 

perform, identify and live as men. Contemporary social expectations that outlined acceptable 

codes of behaviour for working-class women did not translate into being strong, hardworking, 

and independent providers as gender passing individuals were. Instead, women were viewed 

as self-sacrificing, mothers, wives, and keepers of the home. Nonetheless, gender passing 

 
22 Gerda Lerner, The Creation of Patriarchy, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986), 238. 
23 Joan W. Scott, άGender: A Useful Category of Historical AnalysisΣέ The American Historical Review 91, no. 5 
(1986): 1053-1075. 
24 Judith Butler, Gender Trouble (New York: Routledge, 1990). 
25 Judith Butler, Gender Trouble, (1990); Scott. άA Useful CategoryΣέ 1067. 
26 Julie-Marie Strange, Fatherhood and the British Working-Class, 1865-1914, (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2015). 
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individuals remained committed to living their lives as men and being respectable, 

responsible providers despite their biology conditioning them to be mothers and wives.  

 Gender is a performative identity, ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 

ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΦ .ǳǘƭŜǊΩǎ description of performativity 

focusses on the ΨǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘenomena that it regulates 

and contaiƴǎΩΦ27 Gender passing individuals gendered themselves through how they 

performed their roles, their consistent appearance as men, the relationships they had and the 

employment that they were engaged in. The idea of gender as a social construction has also 

inspired other works on gender performativity such as that of Candace West and Don 

Zimmerman who have noted that ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ώƛǎϐ ŀ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΣ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ 

ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŘƻƴŜΩ.28. Indeed, this is evident in how gender passing 

individuals ΨdidΩ gender in a way that was recognisable to others and therefore acceptable to 

wider society. These understandings of gender have been used in relation to gender 

performativity and recognise how gender is a social construction.  

 Gender is a challenging concept to define as factors such as lived experience and 

gender nonconformity must also be taken into consideration. Anastacia Seregina, like Butler, 

has argued that ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŜƳŜǊƎŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊformed, existing and gaining power in our 

repetition of normsΩ.29 It was through performing social expectations of gender that gender 

ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƳŜƴΦ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ Ψƴƻ άǘǊǳŜέ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΩΣ 

according to Seregina, iƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ is real only to the extent that it is learned, repeated 

ŀƴŘ ōŜƘŀǾŜŘΩΦ30 This argument gives momentum to the interpretation of gender as a social 

construct. Indeed, gender is something that needs to be actively maintained and performed 

for it to be recognisable in society. Gender passing individuals were no different in how they 

performed their gender in a confident and consistent manner and in how they were accepted 

by their communities.  

 
27 Judith Butler, .ƻŘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǘǘŜǊΥ hƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ [ƛƳƛǘǎ ƻŦ Ψ{ŜȄΩ, (London: Psychology Press, 1993), xii. 
28 Candace West and Don H. Zimmerman, άDoing GenderΣέ Gender and Society 1, no. 2 (1987): 126.  
29 Anastacia Seregina, άUndoing Gender Through Performing the OtherΣέ Consumption, Markets and Culture 22, 
no. 4 (2019): 458.  
30 Ibid. 
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Given that gender is a performative identity, we can also see it as a routine and 

something that needs to be practiced and maintained. Butler has highlighted that: 

LŦ ƻƴŜ ΨƛǎΩ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǎƘŜ ƛǎΤ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ΨǇǊŜƎŜƴŘŜǊŜŘΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 

paraphernalia of its gender, but because gender is not always constituted 

coherently or consistently in different historical contexts.31 

LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ΨŘƻƴŜΩ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ32 ¸ŜǘΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

lives can also be predetermined to follow a route. Throughout history, gender has been 

viewed inconsistently with different expectations for men and women. For instance, working-

class women typically supported their families financially and contributed to the household 

income through employment. Indeed, they were expected to engage in work, paid or unpaid, 

before, during and after their marriage. In doing so, this gave them value not only as a worker 

but as a woman as well. This was despite contemporary understandings, through separate 

spheres ideology, that a man was the sole provider for the home. In this sense, and as I will 

go on to explore, the separate spheres ideology was, for the working classes, less an 

attainable lifestyle and more of an aspirational model.     

Gender passing individuals typically performed in an overtly masculine way to be 

viewed as men. Their performances were rich and complex; thought had to be given to their 

appearance, their employment, their social interactions and their relationships and moral 

ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΩ ōȅ aƛƪƘŀƛƭ .ŀƪƘǘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǿƘŜƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ 

passing individuals performed their gender in this masculine manner. Bakhtain concluded that 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭŜǎǉǳŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǳƴōƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ from rules and 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΩΦ33 The carnivalesque demonstrates the importance of social conformity, as well as 

representing freedom. In other words, although gender passing individuals ultimately 

challenged the idea of binary gender through their embodiment of masculinity, they actively 

performed it in a recognisable and heterociscentric manner.  

 
31 Butler, Gender Trouble, 4.  
32 West and Zimmerman, ά5oing GenderΣέ 126.  
33 Mikhail Bakhtain, Rabelais and His World. Translated by Hene Iswolsky. (Bloomington; Indiana University 
Press, 1984).; Seregina. άUndoing Gender,έ (2019), 456. 
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Heterociscentricity, as previously discussed in the Introduction, refers to 

heteronormative cisgender individuals being the accepted norm in society. This has led 

Seregina to conclude that: 

The carnivalesque suspends everyday life and its problems, showing the 

potentiality of a different world. The potentiality often becomes too scary 

for individuals in its unstructured and outrageous form, with the 

carnivalesque thus reinforcing existing norms.34 

Through this, we can see a link between gender passing individuals and the carnivalesque in 

how the individuals rejected socially accepted expectations concerning their predetermined 

lives as women. The idea of the ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭŜǎǉǳŜ ŜŎƘƻŜǎ IƻƳƛ .ƘŀōƘŀΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ of the art 

of mimicry in how people based their gendered expectations on generations before them.35 

The ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭŜǎǉǳŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ Ψŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƴƻǊƳǎΩ, according to Seregina.36 It can be argued that gender passing 

individuals used spaces such as the public house or their workplace to explore the extremities 

of their masculine identities, something which will be explored in Chapter Four: Conforming 

in the Unsuspecting Society. Indeed, there was a lot at stake for gender passing individuals 

including their livelihood, their families, and their wives. Therefore, it was crucial for them to 

survive in any way possible, including acknowledging and performing their gender in an 

overtly masculine manner.   

There was a hierarchy of masculinity in nineteenth-century Britain with a dominant 

language being used for certain types of men. For instance, men who were white, cisgender, 

heterosexual and middle class may have been considered the epitome of masculine identity.37 

This ideal man can be explored through Raewyn /ƻƴƴŜƭƭΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴƛŎ 

masculinity. She defines it as: 

The configuration of gender practice which embodies the currently accepted 

answers to the problem of the legitimation of patriarchy, which guarantees 

 
34 Seregina, άUndoing GenderΣέ 456. 
35 Homi Bhabha, άOf Mimicry and Man: The Ambivalence of Colonial DiscourseΣέ October, (1984): 125-133.  
36 Seregina. άUndoing GenderΣέ 456. 
37 Catherine Hall, White, Male and Middle-Class: Explorations in Feminism and History (Cambridge: Polity Press, 
1992). 
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(or is taken to guarantee) the dominant position of men and the 

subordination of women.38 

This notion of hierarchy can be linked to both hegemonic masculinity and working-class 

breadwinner ideology when considering the status of men in the home. Evidently there was 

a gendered order and a spectrum of masculinities and these have been developed throughout 

history, through different cultures and individuals.39 

Hegemonic masculinity, according to Connell, legitimises the superiority of 

heterosexual and cisgender men in society by placing them in dominant positions.40 Jen 

Manion has also recognised the hierarchy of ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎΩ 

ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ Ψ.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŀǘ ōƛǊǘƘ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ŝconomic 

advancement, education development, or legal autonomy, no one was surprised when they 

ώΨŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎΩϐ claimed the rights and privileges reserved for men ς especially white 

ƳŜƴΩΦ41 This thesis will demonstrate how gender passing individuals elevated their social 

position by embodying men and in turn, were recognised as male by the British press. Harry 

Stokes, for instance, ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊ 

ōǊƛŎƪƭŀȅŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ƻŦ ΨǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘŀƴŘǎΩ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎt with building projects.42 He was 

also well-known, according to newspaper reports, and had completed various building 

projects throughout Manchester to a high standard. However, Ben Griffin has argued that 

Ψhegemonic masculinity is an ideal that does not nŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƳŜƴΩΦ43 As a 

result it is difficult to define the understanding of masculinity with certainty.  

As this thesis will demonstrate, gender passing individuals were not a uniform group 

of men in a hegemonic or homogenous sense. They were engaged in a variety of different 

careers, some were stepfathers and husbands, some were petty criminals whilst others 

remained single. Some, including Harry Stokes and James Allen, were publicans and were not 

simply working with familiar colleagues and friends. Instead, they worked under the scrutiny 

of the public eye and alongside different people throughout their working day. This made 

 
38 Raewyn Connell, Masculinities (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1995), 77.  
39 Ibid. 
40 Connell, Masculinities, 77-79. 
41 Jen Manion, Female Husbands: A Trans History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020), 6. 
42 ά¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), !ǇǊƛƭ моΣ муоуΦΤ άThe 
Woman HusbandΦέ Manchester Guardian, (Manchester: England), April 14, 1838, 2.  
43 Ben Griffin, άHegemonic Masculinity as a Historical ProblemΣέ Gender and History 30, no. 2 (2018): 387.  
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them more vulnerable to detection because their customers would have altered on a daily 

basis. Despite this potential detection, gender passing individuals were praised by the press 

for being ambitious and hardworking. They challenged the notion of rigid gender roles 

through their performativity and embodiment of masculinity and most were successful in 

doing so.  

Throughout their adult lives, most gender passing individuals lived a normative 

lifestyle through a heterociscentric lens. They supported their families, provided a home and 

were successful in maintaining regular employment. The notion of them being a provider for 

their families and going out to work links to the concept of separate spheres ideology. 

Separate spheres ideology provides an analytical tool for historians to explore the differences 

between men, women, and the classes throughout the nineteenth century. In their notable 

book Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall recognised tƘŀǘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎΩ 

ŀƴŘ ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΩ ǎǇƘŜǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ44 The public sphere was 

largely reserved for men and dealt with government, politics or business. In contrast, the 

private sphere was typically associated with women and dealt with the domestic space of the 

home. The private sphere, according to Susie Steinbach, was identified as feminine because 

ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻus and more nurturing than men, and suited to caring for 

their children, husbands, and the home ς but they were not fit for the rough and tumble world 

ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΩΦ45 Yet, as mentioned previously, women were expected to engage 

in some form of work, paid or otherwise, in order to help support the family unit.  

It can be argued that separate spheres ideology was, for most working-class people, 

unattainable. Anna Clark contends ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎǇƘŜǊŜǎ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ΨŎƭŀǎǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ 

denied to working ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩΦ46 The reality of working-class life meant that many men 

needed their wives and children to work in order to help their family survive. However, men 

were threatened witƘ ΨƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀƎŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊŎǳǘΩ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ƘƛǊŜŘ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊ 

labour in the form of women and children who typically took part in ΨƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎŜŘ ƻǊ ǎǿŜŀǘŜŘ 

 
44 Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall, ed. Family Fortunes: Men and Women of the English Middle Class, 1780-
1850, (London: Hutchinson, 1987).  
45 Susie Steinbach, ά/ŀƴ ²Ŝ {ǘƛƭƭ ¦ǎŜ {ŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ {ǇƘŜǊŜǎέΚ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ нр ¸ŜŀǊǎ !ŦǘŜǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ CƻǊǘǳƴŜǎΣέ History 
Compass (2012): 826.  
46 Anna Clark, The Struggle for the Breeches: Gender and the Making of the British Working-Class, (Berkley: 
University of California Press, 1995), 2.  
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ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΩ.47 Gender passing individuals were committed to providing for their families and 

were engaged in various types of employment to maintain their status as a breadwinner, but 

it is likely that they were also supported by their wives and children. Little is known about the 

wives of gender passing individuals, and even less about their children. Yet, we know that 

IŀǊǊȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛŦŜ was employed as his accountant in his successful building business 

and Abigail Allen had to support herself after James disappeared for several months.48 It is 

likely that the wives of gender passing individuals worked in feminine occupations; this may 

have included jobs such as washing ƻǊ ƳŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

or making something to sell, like the bonnets that Abigail Allen made and sold when James 

deserted her. Indeed, it was imperative that both working-class men and women engaged in 

some form of paid employment to maintain a stable quality of life. 

Classes interpreted separate spheres ideology in different ways in the nineteenth 

century. Indeed, as Dror Wahrman has recognised, each class had their own language and 

interpretation of how to live their lives.49 Working-class people typically interpreted separate 

spheres ideology as meaning that a household had a respectable breadwinner. The role of the 

breadwinner contributed to the creation of the working classes because it demonstrated the 

importance of the family unit and having one person, a man, responsible for the rest of the 

family.50 This understanding, that there was one head of the household, was also 

acknowledged in gender passing relationships. The press recognised how gender passing 

individuals understood the qualities and expectations of their status as the patriarchal 

breadwinner, which they fulfilled by engaging in regular employment and maintaining a 

steady income.   

Many gender passing individuals fulfilled the idea of a working-class breadwinner. For 

instance, John Smith provided and cared for his wife and her eleven children from a previous 

 
47 Clark. The Struggle for the Breeches, 13. 
48 άExtraordinary Investigation: or the Female HusbandΦέ The Observer, (London: England), January 18, 1829.; 
Anonymous. An Authentic Narrative of the Extraordinary Career of James Allen, The Female Husband, (J.S 
Thomas; Covent Garden, 1829), 1-40. 
49 Drohr Wahrman, Imagining the Middle Class: A Political Representation of Class in Britain, c. 1780-1840 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995).  
50 Colin CreightonΣ άThe Rise of the Male Breadwinner Family: A ReappraisalΣέ Comparative Studies in Society 
and History 38, no. 2 (1996): 310-337.  
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marriage whilst he was alive and took on the breadwinner role in their relationship.51 Wally 

{ŜŎŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ōǊŜŀŘǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉualities attributed to a good 

husband and father in the nineteenth century. Seccombe argued that a breadwinner was a 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ΨŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀōǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀƭ ǇǊŜǊƻƎŀǘƛǾŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ Ψŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭŘ Ƙƛǎ Ƨƻō ƻƴ ŀ 

steady basis, brought his pay home reliably and ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƛŘǎΩΦ52 The 

breadwinner was always under pressure to provide, be dependable and dominant in the 

family. Breadwinners typically remained in manual jobs such as dockyard work or 

construction because this type of Ψemployment validate[d] their manhood by allowing them 

ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜΩ.53 For gender passing individuals, undertaking manual work 

demonstrated their strength and ability to keep up with their workmates. Indeed, there are 

many examples of gender passing individuals being employed in manual jobs including Harry 

Stokes, James Allen, Charles Wilkins, John Murphy, and John Smith. 

Being a breadwinner was not always about providing financially. It was also about 

planning and being prepared for every eventuality. In 1873, Thomas Wright developed the 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ of highlighting how men ought to behave 

and how they might become providers for the home.54 Some of the qualities of being a 

ΨǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ employment, being reliable, providing and 

maintaining a stable home and being prepared if someone in the family became ill or unable 

to work. As Chapter Five: After Lives will illustrate, using benefit clubs and friendly societies 

was one way of preparing for this, something which James Allen did whilst he was alive. These 

regular contributions to benefit clubs meant that WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  

Breadwinner ideology and ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴΩ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

money and obtaining employment, which for many working-class people, including some of 

the gender passing individuals who make up this study, was difficult to maintain. Liberty Smith 

 
51 ά[From the Macclesfield Courier of Saturday]Φέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), October 10, 1848.; 
άSingular Case of Concealment of SexΦέ Manchester Courier and Lancashire General, (Manchester: England), 
October 11, 1848. 
52 Wally Seccombe, άPatriarchy Stabilize: The Construction of the Male Breadwinner Wage Norm in C.19 BritainΣέ 
Social History 11, no. 1 (1986): 62. 
53 Zuo Jiping and Tang Shengming, άBreadwinner Status and Gender Ideologies of Men and Women Regarding 
Family RolesΣέ Sociological Perspectives 43, no. 1 (2000): 30.  
54 Keith McClelland, ΨaŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨwŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ !ǊǘƛǎŀƴΩ in Britain, 1850-муулΩΣ ƛƴ Manful Assertions: 
Masculinities in Britain since 1800, edited by M. Roper and J. Tosh, (London: Routledge, 1991), 74.; Thomas 
Wright, Ψ¢ƘŜ WƻǳǊƴŜȅƳŀƴ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩΣ Our New Masters, (London, 1873), 2. 



58 | P a g e 
 

and Emma Donoghue have both argued that some working-class women in the eighteenth 

and early nineteenth centuries assumed a male identity for increased monetary rewards and 

employment opportunities.55 Identifying as men was a way for them to obtain a better wage 

and support themselves without being reliant on a male breadwinner.56 Smith argues that, 

ΨǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ 

gendered woman would have offered even further opportunities subverting the patriarchal 

nature of this economy, offering benefits to the cross-dresser as welƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǿƛŦŜΩΦ57 

However, this idea of economic benefit cannot be the sole explanation for female to male 

gender passing. Rather, my sample shows that many gender passing individuals managed to 

maintain a home and settled as men in their communities. They became breadwinners, 

husbands and in some cases, stepfathers. Evidently the reason for their gender passing went 

beyond simply accessing higher wages. 

Gender passing individuals outwardly presented as male in public and therefore 

fulfilled the necessary expectations associated with working-class masculinity. However, 

there are examples of people throughout the nineteenth century who challenged social 

norms, expectations, and performative roles. For instance, /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ .ǊŜǎǎŜȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ 

explored the presence of people of colour in the nineteenth century in relation to their 

employment. She argues ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ōƭŀŎƪ 

men and womeƴ ŀǎ ŀŎǘƻǊǎΣ ǎƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ΨƴƻǾŜƭǘƛŜǎΩΩΦ58 [ƛƪŜ .ŀƪƘǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ΨŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭŜǎǉǳŜΩΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ 

understanding of British society in the nineteenth century. Bressey has reflected that some 

people of colour were viewed as ŀ ΨǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ people to be watched 

almost for entertainment purposes.59  

Although not referring to race specifically, this idea of someone becoming a ΨǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜΩ 

can be extended to include gender passing individuals who worked in the public domain. In 
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ά²ƛǾŜǎέΣέ 105-120. 
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(2010): 172. 
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such contexts, it was up to the audience to decide if an individual presented successfully as 

male or not. Similarly, the public had the authority to challenge individuals if their passing was 

unsuccessful. The public, in this sense, were paramount to the acceptance of gender passing 

individuals and, by extension, the success of their work and their businesses. Although 

newspaper articles commented about how gender passing individuals did not necessarily 

raise the suspicion of the public as to their biological identity, we cannot know this for certain. 

Therefore, it is possible that some gender passing individuals were not always successful in 

passing and slippages in their gender performativity may have risked their exposure whilst 

they were alive.   

During this period, the emergence of the ideology of domesticity was perceived to be 

a haven and free from the troubles of the world outside. Joanne Hollows has explored the 

significance of the private sphere of the ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ΨƘƻƳŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŜǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΣ 

security, warmth, privacy, intimacy and family; an escape from the harsh and calculating 

world of work, and from a ŎƘŀƻǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǳǊōŀƴ ƭƛŦŜΩΦ60 Much of this rests on a middle-

class understanding of home. Consequently, home may not have represented these things for 

working-class gender passing individuals. Indeed, gender passing individuals may have found 

themselves living in overcrowded houses and sharing facilities with neighbours and the wider 

community. Some of the wives of gender passing individuals denied having any prior 

awareness of theƛǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ LŦ 

this was the case, then gender passing individuals would have needed to maintain their 

embodied masculinity even whilst in the privacy of their own home. From the evidence that 

has been amassed, it is likely that gender passing individuals saw themselves as men and 

therefore, their consistent gender performativity was not a concern or threat to 

heteronormative society. However, it is also possible that the pressure to perform as men 

was what caused some individuals, like James Allen and John Murphy, to desert their wives 

several times throughout their marriages.  

Privacy for working-class people was difficult to obtain. This was largely because of 

overcrowding and poor living conditions. It is interesting that Hollows assumes that all 

families had access to a secure and private home. Indeed, it was unlikely that working-class 

 
60 WƻŀƴƴŜ IƻƭƭƻǿǎΣ ά5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎƛǘȅΣέ ƛƴ International Encyclopaedia of Housing and Home S. J. Smith ed. 
(Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2012), 405. 
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families had single dwelling homes and more likely that they would have shared houses and 

rooms with others. This again highlights not only the lack of privacy but also the pressure for 

gender passing individuals to be committed and consistent in their gender performance to 

avoid suspicion from unknowing wives. Elsewhere, it demonstrates how gender 

performativity was not tied to sexed bodies but to how intimate and external audiences 

understood the male identity of gender passing individuals. After all, gender passing 

individuals needed to be confident, brave, and vibrant in their gender performativity in public 

for them to be accepted by their workmates and wider communities.   

Working-class people largely relied on the support of neighbours as a means of 

ensuring the survival of their families. Indeed, working classes supported each other in a way 

that brought them together. Elizabeth Roberts has recognised that there were strong bonds 

made between neighbours as they were a constant in working-class life. They minded each 

ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ΨǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘȅƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎŜŘΩΣ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǘŜŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ΨŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ώǿŀǎϐ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΩ.61 Indeed, this close connection 

was evident in gender passing cases when neighbours and landladies for example vouched 

ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎΦ62 It is fair to say that gender passing 

individuals were committed to not only their gender identity but also to their roles in society.  

To the viewing public, most gender passing individuals lived their lives in a seemingly 

heterociscentric manner. They were respectable, provided for their families, were head of the 

household and were good husbands and fathers. Essentially, they fulfilled the role of an ideal 

working-Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƳŀƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǉǳŜŜǊŜŘ ΨǎŜȄ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ 

ǿŀȅǎΩΣ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ tǳǊǾƛǎΩǎ Řefinition, and privately challenged heteronormative expectations in 

the nineteenth century by living as a gender contrary to their biology. Helen Berry explores 

the notion of queer marriage through castrated husbands in the eighteenth century and 

examines ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨǇǊŜǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŀƛǎŜ questions about what traditional marriage 

represented.63 For instance, marriage required consummation with the potential for 

 
61 Elizabeth Roberts, ! ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΥ !ƴ hǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ-Class Women (Oxford: Basil Blackwell 
Publishers Limited, 1984), 187. 
62 Anonymous. An Authentic Narrative, 1-40.Τ άSmethwick: Romantic AffairΦέ Birmingham Journal, (Birmingham: 
England), August 1, 1846.  
63 IŜƭŜƴ .ŜǊǊȅΣ άvǳŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΥ ¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ wŜcognition of a Castrato Husband in Eighteenth-
/ŜƴǘǳǊȅ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΣέ History Workshop Journal 74, (2012): 27-48.; Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Epistemology of the 
Closet, (New York: Berkley, 1990). 
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reproduction. Those women who knowingly married a castrato, like Dorothea Maunsell for 

instance, actively rejected the traditional understanding of marriage. Berry, along with Eve 

Kosofsky Sedgwick, also challenges the usefulness of binaries and questions how homosexual 

relationships and, by extension, gender passing individuals challenged the natural order of 

things through their relationships. Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ ΨǉǳŜŜǊΩ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

how gender passing individuals challenged the heterociscentric notion of normative society 

in the nineteenth century.  

The gender passing individuals detailed in this thesis all hailed from a working-class 

background and consequently fulfilled social expectations of working-class men such as being 

industrious and providing for their families. Newspaper articles focussed on their ability to 

maintain manual employment. wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΩǎ bŜǿǎ, for instance, commented upon Joseph 

Josiah Charles StephŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

admired harvester in Durham.64 Similarly, The Morning Chronicle wrote about James Allen 

after his death and focussed on his different careers including as a sawyer, docker, groom and 

publican.65 bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

for his wife Abigail throughout their twenty-one year marriage. It was this need to be the 

provider and head of the household that enabled gender passing individuals to be recognised 

and accepted as men in their communities. 

The Body  

As an extension of understanding gender identity and gender performativity, the body is an 

important component in considering how individuals manipulated and altered their bodies to 

fit the expectations of contemporary men. The bodies of gender passing individuals were 

largely built through their employment in manual labour and consequently their bodies 

transformed.66 The body was a valuable tool for gender passing individuals as it allowed them 

to maintain their preferred gender identity. The concept of gender embodiment is an 

emerging theme in historical research. Jack Midgalek has defined gender embodimeƴǘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ 

manner of physical deportment in which a physical practice is performed and with concepts 

 
64 άExtraordinary Concealment of SexΦέ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΩǎ bŜǿǎ, (London: England), December 5, 1869.; άExtraordinary 
Concealment of SexΦέ The Dundee Courier and Argus, (Dundee: Scotland), November 29, 1869, 3.  
65 άThe Late Extraordinary InvestigationΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), January 17, 1829, 3.  
66 Joanne Begiato, άPunishing the Unregulated Manly Body and Emotions in Early Victorian EnglandΣέ in The 
Victorian Male Body, ed. Joanne Ella Parsons and Ruth Heholt (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2018), 46-
47. 
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ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŦŜƳƛƴƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅΩΦ67 In other words, gender 

embodiment focuses specifically on how social expectations are performed in ways that are 

recognisable. Gender passing individuals performed their masculine gender in a way that was 

confident and consistent and that in turn granted them the social status of men.  

Confidence was needed by gender passing individuals to highlight their commitment 

and understanding of gender performativity. Through the embodiment of gender, manliness 

was flagged as an ideal representation of masculinity in the nineteenth century. Both Phillip 

Carter and Sonya Rose have recognised the complexity of manliness and what it meant in the 

nineteenth century.68 wƻǎŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨaŀƴƭƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƳŜŀƴǘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŀōƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜŘ 

from man to man perhaps through his ability to support the family or his position as an 

employer.69 Gender passing individuals embodied a gender that was manly in its character. 

This was demonstrated by how they choreographed and performed their identity. 

 Gender is an unstable and malleable identity with the physical body also being 

developed, manipulated, and altered to fit an ideal. Butler has argued that ΨǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ 

as a mere instrument or medium for which a set of cultural meanings are only externally 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΩΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǘƛǉǳŜǘǘŜ around how people are expected to behave 

and present themselves.70 Similarly, Bourke has noted that Ψ¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦΩΦ71 Gender passing individuals staged and presented 

themselves through the concealment of their biological bodies in favour of styling their 

outward appearance as overtly male.  

Gender passing individuals disordered their understanding of gender through the 

manipulation of their bodies whether through clothing or binding their breasts. James Allen 

had a perfectly formed female body, having been swathed in bandages throughout his 

adulthood, according to his post-mortem examination.72 Only his exposed face, arms and 

hands, which were calloused as a result of manual labour, revealed his manliness. 

 
67 Jack Migdalek, The Embodied Performance of Gender, (Oxon: Routledge, 2015), 1. 
68 Phillip Carter, άWŀƳŜǎ .ƻǎǿŜƭƭΩǎ aŀƴƭƛƴŜǎǎΣέ in English Masculinities, 1660-1800, ed. Tim Hitchcock and 
Michelle Cohen, (Oxon: Routledge, 1999): 111-130; Sonya O. Rose, Limited Livelihoods: Gender Class in 
Nineteenth Century England, (Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1992), pg. 15. 
69 Rose. Limited Livelihoods, 15. 
70 Judith Butler, Gender Trouble, (Oxon: Routledge, 1996), pg. 12.  
71 Joanne Bourke, άThe History of Hairέ as part of the Exploring the Body lecture series given October 31, 2019 
ŀǘ .ŀǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ Iŀƭƭ LƴƴΣ DǊŜǎƘŀƳ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ https://www.gresham.ac.uk/series/exploring-the-body/ 
72 Anonymous, An Authentic Narrative, 1-40. 
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ΨDŜƴŘŜǊŦǳŎƪƛƴƎΩΣ ŀǎ .ŀǊǊȅ wŜŀȅ Ƙŀǎ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ƛǘΣ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ-modern representation of the naked 

form with the body having breasts and a penis.73 This challenges the binary norm of biological 

identity as being male or female. Gender passing individuals also fell into this category as they 

restricted and manipulated their bodies in a ferocious manner to conform to societal 

expectations of what it was to be male. Yet, once they were dead, gender passing individuals 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊŦǳŎƪƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ōƻŘȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ 

that not only is gender unstable, but more importantly that it is an identity to be crafted, 

practiced, and maintained. The most important thing that enabled gender passing individuals 

to successfully pass was the permanency in their appearance which was evidenced by the 

longevity of their gender passing.  

For most of their lives, gender passing individuals challenged the equilibrium of 

heterociscentric society in how they questioned what it meant to be a man. John Tosh has 

ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ²ƻƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ΨŎŀǊǊƛŜǊǎΩ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ their reproductive role was held to 

ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩΦ74 aŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅΣ ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳŜǎΣ ΨǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

ƳŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜȄ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΩΦ75 Yet, gender passing individuals 

actively rejected the expectations placed upon them from their biology in favour of 

performing as men. Men were not confined by their gender, yet they were expected to 

behave respectably and to provide for their families. In this sense, gender passing individuals 

embodied understandings of nineteenth century ideals as they related to working-class 

heterosexual men.  

Gender performativity is context and time specific, as gender roles differ today from 

those in the nineteenth century. Both Rose and Mary Holmes have examined how the 

environment and society can influence how gender is performed daily.76 Although gender 

passing individuals challenged the predetermined notion of gender identity, they adhered to 

heteronormative ideals of masculinity. Perhaps it was for this reason that they were so 

 
73 Barry Reay, Watching Hannah: Sexuality, Horror and Bodily De-Formation in Victorian England, (London: 
Reakton Books LTD., 2002), 91-124. 
74 John Tosh, άWhat Should Historians do with Masculinity?: Reflections on nineteenth century BritainΣέ History 
Workshop Journal, (1994), 180. 
75 Ibid. 
76 Mary HolmesΣ άLntroductionέ in What is Gender? Sociological Approaches, (London: SAGE Productions, 2007), 
1-18.; Sonya O. Rose, What is Gender? (Cambridge; Polity Press, 2010).  
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sǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǘ ΨŜǾŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊȅƛƴƎ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Liverpool Mercury commented 

after the death of Harry Stokes in 1859.77 

  

 
77 άΨHarryΩ Stokes, The Man-WomanΣέ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: England), October 24, 1859.  
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A Methodological Discussion 

Microhistory  

One methodological approach that has been instrumental to this research is microhistory. I 

have uncovered twenty-five gender passing individuals across the whole of the nineteenth 

century and have consequently created microbiographies about their lives. While twenty-five 

cases may not be a comprehensive sample, and it is possible that many gender passing 

individuals were not exposed by the press or revealed as biologically female at all during their 

lifetimes, these cases demonstrate that gender nonconforming people existed and their 

narratives deserve to be heard.  

By examining this small sample in detail, I have explored the intricate lives of these 

individuals and can offer a more detailed and nuanced discussion about their lives. 

Microhistory has been developed by many historians, most notably was by Carlo Ginzburg 

who explored the concept in his book The Cheese and the Worms.78 The aim of microhistory 

was to create an intense historical study that engaged in the life of one individual, a single 

community or an event in the minutest of details. This thesis uses microhistory to not only 

explore the lives of gender passing individuals, but to also reflect on the unknown gender 

passing community around them.79  

There are two different types of historical research according to John Brewer; 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ΨǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ όŘƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ΨǊŜŦǳƎŜ 

hƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ όŎƭƻǎŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎύΦ80 This line of thought is similar to that of Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie 

ǿƘƻ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ΨǇŀǊŀŎƘǳǘƛǎǘǎΩ ƻǊ ΨǘǊǳŦŦƭŜ ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎΩΦ81 Those who search for the 

smallest pieces of information (truffle hunters) can sometimes have more fruitful results 

compared with those who use large data sets (parachutists) as generalisations can often 

occur. By using microhistory, ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ΨǊŜŦǳƎŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ .ǊŜǿŜǊ 

 
78 Carlo Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth Century Miller, trans. John Tedeschi 
and Anne Tedeschi (London: Routledge, 1976).; CŀǊƭƻ DƛƴȊōǳǊƎΣ άaƛŎǊƻƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΥ ¢ǿƻ ƻǊ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴƻǿ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣέΣ ǘǊŀƴǎΦ WƻƘƴ Tedeschi and Anne Tedeschi, Critical Inquiry 20, no. 1 (1993): 10-35.; Levi Giovanni, άOn 
MicrohistoryΣέ in New Perspectives on Historical Writing ed. Peter Burke, (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1991), 93-
113.   
79 Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, (London: Verso, 2006). 
80 John Brewer, άMicrohistory and the Histories of Everyday LifeΣέ Cultural and Social History 7, no. 1 (2010): 88. 
81 Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, Times of Feast, Times of Famine: A History of Climate since the Year 1000 (New 
York, 1988). 
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aǊƎǳŜǎΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘŜǊƛǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

a sense of belonging, of connectedness ς to both persons and details ς ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΩΦ82 It is this 

connectedness to gender passing individuals and gender passing history that has encouraged 

me to explore their lives in more detail.  

 For some micro-historians such as Sigurdur Gylfi Magnusson, microhistory is the only 

type of history of value as it delves into the minutiae of life.83 This level of detail has also been 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ [ŜǾƛ DƛƻǾŀƴƴƛ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨƳƛŎǊƻΩ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ 

ǘƻ ΨƳƛŎǊƻǎŎƻǇƛŎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƳƛŎǊƻƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ 

an individual or a community.84 Giovanni has also highlighted that microhistory has links with 

the wider community and thus demands a conversation between the public and the private 

lives of individuals under scrutiny.  

One of the challenges of microhistory is to decide how far to delve into the topic and 

how to confirm if ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛǎ ΨƳƛŎǊƻΩ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Wƛƭƭ [ŜǇƻǊŜΦ85 Both Julia Laite and 

Richard Tristano have posed the question of how researchers can quantify microhistory and 

how to avoid irrelevant discussions.86 The individuals in this sample have not appeared as 

regularly as other popular cases and consequently there is not a large amount of material 

available about their lives. Yet, Tristano concludes his article by stating that less popular 

people are more important in history ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǎǘΣ Ψƛǘ ƛǎ just that no one has 

ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΩΦ87 This suggests that small groups of people that did not conform 

ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ have always existed, but they have been more discreet in living their 

lives. Gender passing individuals appeared in the press and were recognised for their ability 

to identify as men. Yet, they have only ever appeared fleetingly in oddity books such as Eric 

 
82 Brewer, άMicrohistoryΣέ 89. 
83 Sigurour Gylfi aŀƎƴǳǎǎƻƴΣ ά±ƛŜǿǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎΥ !ƴ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ aƛŎǊƻƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣέ 
International Journal of Historical Archaeology, (2016): 182-206. 
84 GiovanniΣ άOn MicrohistoryΣέ 98.  
85 Jill Lepore, άHistorians Who Love Too Much: Reflections on Microhistory and BiographyΣέ The Journal of 
American History 88, no. 1 (2001): 129-144.; Lara Putnam, Ψ¢ƻ {ǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ CǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎκ²ƘƻƭŜΥ aƛŎǊƻƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ²ƻǊƭŘΩΣ Journal of Social History, (2006): 615- 630. 
86 Julia Laite, ά¢ƘŜ 9ƳƳŜǘΩǎ LƴŎƘΥ {Ƴŀƭƭ History in a Digital AgeΣέ Journal of Social History, (2019): 3.; Richard M. 
Tristano, άMicrohistory and Holy Family Parish: Some Methodological ConsiderationsΣέ US Catholic Historian, 
(1996): 26-27.  
87 Tristano, άMicrohistory and Holy Family ParishΣέ 30. 
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5ƛƴƎǿŀƭƭΩǎ Human Oddities ƻǊ ƛƴ ōŀƭƭŀŘǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ hǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǊƴōǳƭƭΩǎ The Lesbian History 

Sourcebook and HindleȅΩǎ Curiosities of Street Literature for example.88  

Microhistory encourages us to engage with the lives of gender passing individuals in 

detail to identify how they performed and crafted their masculinity to obtain employment, 

engage in romantic relationships, become fathers and breadwinners. It has also encouraged 

ƳŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƛƴŦluence in society. 

By contextualising the nineteenth century and examining how men and women performed 

socially acceptable roles, this thesis reflects on the politics of identity and considers how 

gender passing individuals challenged the heterociscentric ideals of the time.  

Trans history 

Trans theory and the historicisation of transgender identity has been explored in social, 

medical, and legal contexts. According to Susan Stryker and Aren Aizura, trans theory is a 

critical framework that has been ǳǎŜŘ Ψǘƻ ǊŜ-evaluate prior understandings of gender, sex, 

ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŜƳōƻŘƛƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΩΦ89 Yet, literature relating to trans lives has typically 

involved life writing and personal experience which can, at times, remove the significance of 

historicisation. Although I have consciously chosen not to explore or label gender passing 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀǎ ΨǘǊŀƴǎΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƴƻǘ to see a link between the two identities. Indeed, this 

ƭƛƴƪ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ {ǘǊȅƪŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǿƘŜn she states that, 

άǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΩ ώƛǎϐ ǘƘŜ movement across a social[ly] imposed boundary away from an unchosen 

ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΩ (StrykerΩǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎύΦ90 {ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ {ǘǊȅƪŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ 

individuals in the nineteenth century transcended the rigid expectations of gender to identify 

in a way that did not correlate to their biological identity.  

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜd since the 1990s and has gone through various 

stages of transformation. In her 2008 book, Transgender History, Stryker argued that 

ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ǿŀǎ Ψǎǘƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΩΦ91 Although Stryker argued this some 

 
88 Eric J. Dingwall, Some Human Oddities: Studies in the Queer, the Uncanny and the Fanatical (London: Hame 
and Val Thal., 1947).; Charles Hindley, Curiosities of Street Literature (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2012).; Alison Oram and Annmarie Turnbull ed., The Lesbian History Sourcebook: Love and Sex between women 
in Britain from 1780-1970 (London: Routledge, 2001).  
89 Susan Stryker and Aren Aizura ed., The Transgender Studies Reader 2, (New York: Routledge, 2013), 3.  
90 Susan Stryker, Transgender History (Berkeley: Seal Press, 2008), 1.  
91 Ibid. 
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twelve years ago, it is still the case. Indeed, in their recent doctoral thesis, Emma Hutson has 

ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ψǎǘƛƭƭ ώŀƴϐ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩΣ 

demonstrating that as a term and a theoretical concept, it is still under development.92 Trans 

history lacks a concrete starting point and only in recent years has it began to be explored by 

historians and academics as a field of its own. Yet, trans people are not a new phenomenon 

and have existed throughout history and on a global platform, ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ hijra caste to the 

LƴǳƛǘΩǎ LǘƛƧƧǳŀǉ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ93  

Leland Spencer and Jamie Capuzza have provided a chronology of the usage of the 

ǘŜǊƳ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘǊŀƴǎǎŜȄǳŀƭΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎ 

as medical terms that identified the differences between those who had undergone gender 

reassignment surgery (or the equivalent) and those who had not.94 The 1970s saw a need for 

a single term that encompassed a variety of gender nonconforming identities. The 1980s saw 

a focus on the universalƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ мффлǎΦ 

aŀǊȅ !ƭƛŎŜ !ŘŀƳǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƭŀōŜƭ ǿŀǎ ƛǘǎ 

applicability to more people by focussing generally on gender ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƴƻƴŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅΩΦ95 

As more trans pioneers became active, new terminology was developed. For instance, Virginia 

tǊƛƴŎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊƛǎǘΩ ŀǎ ŀ ƴƻǳƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

gender permanently but did not undergo gender reassignment surgery.96 This example 

highlights the significance of self-identification and considers the importance of gender 

identity to ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǘǊŀƴǎϝΩ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

academic community, as an umbrella term for a wide range of trans identities.97 Yet, because 

of this inclusivity, communities did not feel well-represented and temporary gender identities 

such as drag and cross-dressing were included ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ ΨǘǊŀƴǎϝΩΦ 

 
92 9ƳƳŀ IǳǘǎƻƴΣ ά[ƛǾŜŘ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΥ ¢Ǌŀƴǎ !ǳǘƘƻǊǎΣ ¢Ǌŀƴǎ CƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƴǎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅέ όtƘ5 ŘƛǎǎΦΣ 
Sheffield Hallam University, 2019), 11.  
93 Christine Burns ed., Trans Britain: Our Journey from the Shadows, (London: Unbound, 2018), 8. 
94 Oram. Her Husband was a Woman!, 61-109. 
95 Leland G. Spencer and Jamie C. Capuzza ed., Transgender Communication Studies: Histories, Trends and 
Trajectories, (London: Lexington Books, 2015), 174. 
96 Virginia Prince, άSex vs. GenderΣέ International Journal of Transgenderism 8, no. 4 (2005): 29-32.; Virginia 
Prince. άHomosexuality, Transvestism and Transsexuality: Reflections on their Etiology and DifferentiationΣέ 
International Journal of Transgenderism 8, no. 4 (2005): 17-20. 
97 Mary Alice Adams, άTraversing the Transcape: A Brief Historical Etymology of Trans* TerminologyΣέ in 
Transgender Communication Studies: Histories, Trends and Trajectories, ed. Leland G. Spencer and Jamie C. 
Capuzza (London: Lexington Books, 2015), 170-180. 
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 A recurring theme that has been examined by scholars is that labelling historic cases 

of people who were gender nonconforming with modern terminology is problematic. Indeed, 

it is both unprofessional and disrespectful to label historic people with terms that they would 

not have been familiar with. As Clark haǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘΣ ΨǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ Řŀȅ 

understanding of sexual and gender identity as gay, lesbian, transgender, or even gender fluid 

Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΩΦ98 This is because there was 

no awareness of terms other ǘƘŀƴ ΨƳŀƴΩ ƻǊ ΨǿƻƳŀƴΩΣ ΨƳŀƭŜΩ ƻǊ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜΩΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ .ǳǊƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƭŀōŜƭ ΨŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴǘƛǉǳƛǘȅΩ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ 

ƛǎ Ψŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƘƛƴƎΩΦ99 Society feels the need to define people and label certain groups 

because of how they present themselves, and therefore those who do not receive a label or 

fit into a category can become invisible. Hutson has argued that being άƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜΩ ΨƳŜŀƴǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 

ǳƴƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ψrevealing the inherent constructs behind this means 

ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǊƳΩΩΦ100 This notion links to gender 

passing individuals in this sample because they too wanted to be labelled, particularly as men, 

workers, husbands and fathers as opposed to their predetermined biological identity as 

female. Indeed, they were successful in gaining these labels in many instances and were 

ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ 

in an appropriate manner and, by extension, having a role in society that correlated with that 

label.   

Another difficulty with the historicisation of trans identity is that gender and sexuality 

are often grouped together and discussed in a similar way. Spencer and Capuzza have 

ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ Ψ¢Ω ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘŀŎƪŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ψ[D.¢ΩΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

explicit discussion.101 ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ΨǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ŀ relationship between 

rather than an amalgamation of ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΩΦ102 However, the 

issue with this, I argue, is that there is no relationship between gender and sexual orientation 

and as such they should be dealt with separately. In this thesis, therefore, gender 

performativity and the embodiment of gender is discussed independently of marriages and 

 
98 Anna Clark, Alternative Histories of the Self: A Cultural History of Sexuality and Secrets, 1762-1917, (London: 
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 2017), 3.  
99 Burns, Trans Britain, 7. 
100 IǳǘǎƻƴΣ ά[ƛǾŜŘ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΣέ 12.  
101 Spencer and Capuzza, Transgender Communication Studies, 8. 
102 Spencer and Capuzza, Transgender Communication Studies, 17. 
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relationships. To an extent, this freedom of gender performativity has been expressed in 

/ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Alternative Histories of the SelfΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

be free to moderate their own behaviours and act as they saw fit, as long as they depended 

on themǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǊƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩΦ103 We see this in several gender passing cases 

including that of Thomas Green, who was released from prison following the exposure of his 

biological identity in 1861 and William Seymour whose gender passing identity was not taken 

into consideration when he was sentenced for theft in 1875.104 This implies that people had 

the ability to identify as alternative genders providing that they were committed and 

consistent in their identities.  

Gender Passing 

Owing to the modern naturŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΩ ƻǊ ΨǘǊŀƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜǊƳ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ǳǎŜǎ ΨǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ 

movement between gender identities and performativity. Stryker has argued that 

ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ όǘǊŀƴǎ-) the boundaries constructed by their 

ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΩΦ105 In this sense, we can see how gender passing 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ΨǘǊŀƴǎedΩ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƛƴ how they performed as men and were 

recognisably male in society. Similarly, ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 

from one gender identity to another with a focus on the performativity of gender roles and 

expectations contemporary to the period. ThŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

nineteenth century newspaper reports about gender passing individuals. For instance, the 

ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ IŀǊǊȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ashton Weekly Reporter ǿŀǎ Ψ! ²ƻƳŀƴ tŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ 

aŀƴ ŦƻǊ CƻǊǘȅ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩΦ106 Similarly to {ǘǊȅƪŜǊΩǎ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

instance, ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ is the most 

appropriate term to use.  

Although this research focuses on gender passing, Elaine Ginsberg has reflected on 

the significance of racial passing. In her book Passing and the Fictions of Identity, Ginsberg has 

explored how some light-skinned African Americans passed as white in Antebellum America 

 
103 Clark, Alternative Histories of the Self, 19. 
104 ά9ȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ /ŀǎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŜȄΩΦέ York Herald, (York; England), aŀȅ ммΣ мусмΦΤ άA Woman as a 
Cabdriver for ten years, A Romance of the RankΦέ Liverpool Mercury, (Liverpool: England), February 13, 1875. 
105 Stryker, Transgender History, 1. 
106 άA Woman Passing as a Man for Forty YearsΦέ Ashton Weekly Reporter, (Ashton: England), October 22, 1859. 
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in order to have access to improved living conditions and a better quality of life.107 However, 

white Americans found this problematic as they believed that light-skinned African Americans 

were shirking their subordination.108 Ginsberg has noted how passing between race and 

gender is particularly difficult because they are bƻǘƘ ΨōƻǳƴŘ by social and legal constraints 

ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōƻŘȅΩΦ109 LƛƪŜ {ǘǊȅƪŜǊΣ DƛƴǎōŜǊƎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōƻǳǘ 

the boundaries established between identity categories and about the individual and cultural 

anxieties induced by boundary crossinƎΩΦ110 Therefore, there is a focus on moving across 

ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 

predetermined life. In this sense there is a clear ƭƛƴƪ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƛƴǎōŜǊƎΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ 

and StrykeǊΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΩΦ ¸ŜǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ many 

transgender people ǘƻŘŀȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ΨǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǿŀȅ to describe their lives 

because of the assumption that passing facilitates the normality of binary gender 

expectations as either ΨmaleΩ or ΨfemaleΩ, ΨmanΩ or ΨwomanΩ, ΨmasculineΩ or ΨfeminineΩ.  

Passing represented safety and security for gender passing individuals in the 

nineteenth century and facilitated their acceptance within their communities. In Transgender 

Warriors, LŜǎƭƛŜ CŜƛƴōŜǊƎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ΨtŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŦŜŀǊΣ ƛƴ 

order to live. Being forced to pass is a recent historical development. It is passing that is a 

product of opǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΩΦ111 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ CŜƛƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΩΦ 

Because I have been unsuccessful in locating emotional responses from gender passing 

individuals themselves, I have relied upon how journalists, members of the public and writers 

have described them, and I argue that gender passing individuals were brave in their identity. 

Indeed, we could say that gŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ΨƘƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŦŜŀǊΩΣ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ CŜƛƴōŜǊƎΩǎ 

expression, because they actively engaged and committed themselves to community life. 

Arguably, passing offered a level of safety and support for individuals.  

Being recognised as the gender that they presented as was essential for gender 

ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ {ǘǊȅƪŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƳƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ 

the humanity of another person if they cannot recogƴƛǎŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΩΦ112 Stryker 

 
107 Elaine K. Ginsberg, Passing and the Fictions of Identity, (Durham: Duke University Press, 1996). 
108 Ginsberg, Passing, 1. 
109 Ginsberg, Passing, 2.  
110 Stryker, Transgender History, 1. 
111 Leslie Feinberg, Transgender Warriors, (Boston: Beacon Press, 1996), 89. 
112 Stryker, Transgender History, 6. 
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continues by noting that ΨǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ-changing person can evoke in others a primordial fear 

ƻŦ ƳƻƴǎǘǊƻǎƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƴŜǎǎΩΦ113 If individuals had been unsuccessful in passing as 

men then more would have been exposed beŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǇǊƛƳƻǊŘƛŀƭ ŦŜŀǊΩΣ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ 

dehumanising and violent way. Therefore, the public must have been tolerant of gender 

passing individuals for them to be recognised as men in their communities and for them to 

live as men for most of their adult lives, as was the case for Harry Stokes who remained living 

in the same area for over twenty years even after his initial exposure. However, as previously 

discussed, we do not have emotional responses from the individuals themselves, instead we 

have official documentation, newspapers and street literature that have been written about 

the individuals and this raises issues in understanding how they identified themselves. 

Passing means conforming to the social expectations of heterociscentric lives, which 

is problematic. Sandy Stone has recognised the difficulties of ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ Ŝǎǎŀȅ Ψ¢ƘŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ 

{ǘǊƛƪŜǎ .ŀŎƪΩ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ WŀƴƛŎŜ wŀȅƳƻƴŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪ The Transsexual Empire.114 

{ǘƻƴŜ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜǊŀǎŜ ƘƛƳκƘŜrself, to fade into 

ǘƘŜ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΩΦ115 Although Stone sees this as being 

problematic, it is fair to say that most people do this in order to fit in to society. Stone 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ōȅ ŀǊƎǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛǘ ƛǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 

people to conform to a heterociscentric notion of society.116 In other words, culture dictates 

how the world is organised and it is the people who conform to this notion that perpetuates 

the need for binary gender roles and expectations. Stone concludes by highlighting that Ψ¢ƘŜ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎǎŜȄǳŀƭ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǇŀǎǎέΩΣ ōǳǘ 

ǘƻ ǇŀǎǎΣ ΨƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜΩΦ117 Mixture in this sense refers to a denial of diversity 

in population. This is because passing maintains the social equilibrium of heterociscentricity. 

Gender passing individuals actively maintained the social equilibrium of gender binaries 

because there were no other gender identities that they could identify as. By passing, 

individuals obtained regular employment, they were accepted by their workmates, their 

 
113 Stryker, Transgender History, 6. 
114 Janice Raymond, The Transsexual Empire, (London: ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tǊŜǎǎΣ мфтфύ.; Sandy Stone, άThe Empire 
Strikes Back: A Posttranssexual ManifestoΣέ in Body Guards: Cultural Politics of Gender Ambiguity, ed. Kristina 
Straub and Julia Epstein (London: Routledge, 1992), 221-235. 
115 StoneΣ άThe Empire Strikes BacƪΣέ 230. 
116 Stone, άThe Empire Strikes BackΣέ 229. 
117 StoneΣ άThe Empire Strikes BackΣέ 231. 
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partners, their families, and their neighbours and therefore, passing was a necessity rather 

than a choice.  
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Chapter Two 

What Makes a Man? 

Even on his death bed Joseph Josiah Charles Stephenson remained committed to his male 

identity. Joseph was from Etherley in County Durham and worked in a colliery as well as 

supporting local farmers as a harvester during the summer months of the year. wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΩǎ 

News reported on his death and subsequent discovery in 1869 and noted that:  

He had lain in a bed of sickness, and [has] been dependent upon some kind 

neighbours, whom, however, she always prevented coming too near her, 

and latterly she persisted in wearing trousers in bed.1 

Evidently his trousers represented more than a piece of clothing for Joseph, as they were 

symbolic of his masculinity and his manliness, which in turn concealed his sexed body. His 

refusal to remove them can be understood twofold. Firstly, this decision displayed his 

commitment to his gender and his confidence in performing as a man. Secondly, it suggested 

that there was a level of fear in Joseph not wanting to expose himself whilst he was still alive. 

This chapter explores the themes of embodiment and manliness as evidenced through the 

ways in which gender passing individuals presented and clothed themselves to pass in society.  

DŜƴŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǎǘȅƭƛȊŜŘ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WǳŘƛǘƘ .ǳǘƭŜǊ or, as Candace West 

and Don Zimmerman put it, somethinƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŘƻƴŜΩΦ2 For gender to be recognised it 

has to be embodied and to embody something is to become it. Gender passing individuals 

became gendered by fulfilling the acceptable roles attributed to men as well as by physically 

altering their outward presentation to pass as male. ¦ǎƛƴƎ WŀŎƪ aƛƎŘŀƭŜƪΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 

performance and embodiment, this chapter considers how gender passing individuals 

ΨŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǿŀȅs that were recognisable as 

masculine by their contemporaries.3 

 
1 ά9ȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ /ƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŜȄΦέ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΩǎ bŜǿǎ, (London: England), December 5, 1869. 
2 Judith Butler, άPerformative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist TheoryΣέ 
Theatre Journal, (1988): 520. 
3 Jack Migdalek, The Embodied Performance of Gender (Oxon: Routledge, 2015), 10.  
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To examine how both masculinities and femininities are embodied, we must uncover 

the social conventions by which an individual is expected to behave. Migdalek has likened the 

body to a bonsai tree in the ways it is trained, manipulated and physically configured to 

remain a perfect miniature.4 Much like the analogy of the bonsai tree, this chapter argues 

that gender is an identity that can be moulded and is unstable. It highlights how gender 

passing individuals manipulated and altered their biological bodies to coincide and adhere to 

the expectations of working-class masculinity in nineteenth-century Britain. Throughout this 

chapter we also begin to see the extent of the 4 CΩs of Passing framework in how the 

characteristics of consistency and concealment were entwined within different gender 

passing cases. Indeed, the nineteenth century contemporary public required consistency in 

gender performativity to acknowledge and tolerate gender passing individuals. In turn, 

gender passing individuals needed to conceal their biological bodies and present themselves 

as men in a confident manner to fulfil societal expectations of masculinity.  

The first theme explored in this chapter is the role of language in describing gender 

passing individuals in the press.  It considers how the press focussed on the gestures used by 

gender passing individuals to convey their masculinity. It considers the importance of gestures 

in how individuals were described and how the press responded to them, focussing on their 

manliness ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WƻŀƴƴŜ .ŜƎƛŀǘƻ Ψǘƻ ōŜ ΨƳŀƴƭȅΩ 

ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩΦ5 The 

ǘŜǊƳ ΨƳŀƴƭȅΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŘ WƻƘƴ ¢ƻǎƘ ǘƻ ŀrgue that a 

ƳŀƴΩǎ ǾƛǊƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƎƎŜŘƴŜǎǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀƴƭƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ6 However, we can 

extend this definition to include other qualities specific to gender passing individuals such as 

their ability to provide, their passability in appearance and their performance of masculine 

gender roles appropriate to their class and profession in society.  

¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

clothing and the importance of appearance for gender passing individuals. Diana Crane for 

instance writes that, Ψ/ƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎƭȅ 

 
4 Migdalek, The Embodied Performance of Gender, 107. 
5 Joanne Begiato, άPunishing the Unregulated Manly Body and Emotions in Early Victorian EnglandΣέ in The 
Victorian Male Body, ed. Joanne Ella Parsons and Ruth Heholt (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2018), 46.  
6 John Tosh, άWhat Should Historians do with Masculinity? Reflections on nineteenth century BritainΣέ History 
Workshop Journal, (1994): 180. 
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ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜȅƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǊŜǊǎΩ 

ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊƻƭŜΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩΦ7 Trousers became a symbol of masculinity 

for many gender passing individuals with both John Murphy and Joseph Josiah Charles 

Stephenson being noted in press reports for refusing to remove them even when they were 

ill.8 .ŜǾŜǊƭŜȅ [ŜƳƛǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ǊƻǳǎŜǊǎ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ social and cultural categories, 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŘŀǎΣ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ9 

Indeed, trousers became a universal signifier of masculinity and it is likely that this was the 

reason that gender passing individuals committed themselves to wearing trousers to enhance 

their gender performance, even towards the end of their lives.  

This chapter concludes with an exploration of gender slippages including voice, hands, 

and the cultivation of beards in the nineteenth century. Kathryn Hughes and Lucinda 

Hawksley have suggested that beards became an intrinsic signifier of working-class 

masculinity.10 Hawksley has commented that, although beards did not come into fashion until 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ Ψthose men who did not, or could not grow a beard, 

ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ǿƘƛǎƪŜǊǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƪƛƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴΩΦ11 Indeed, 

according to newspaper reports it was this lack of facial hair that became an obvious signifier 

ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƎŜƴŘer passing identity. Physical appearance and presentation were 

instrumental in how gender passing individuals were responded to in society and the extent 

to which they passed in their communities. 

  

 
7 Diana Crane, άClothing Behaviour as Non-Verbal Resistance: Marginal Women and Alternative Dress in the 
Nineteenth CenturyΣέ Fashion Theory 3, no. 2 (1999): 242.  
8 άSingular Case of Concealment of SexΦέ Wigan Observer, (Wigan: England), December 28, 1860, 2.; 
άExtraordinary Concealment of SexΦέ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΩǎ bŜǿǎ, (London: England), December 5, 1869. 
9 Beverley Lemire, άA Question of Trousers: Seafarers, Masculinity and Empire in the Shaping of British Male 
Dress, c. 1600-1800Σέ Cultural and Social History 13, no. 1 (2016): 1.  
10 Lucinda Hawksley, Moustaches, Whiskers and Beards (London: National Portrait Gallery, 2014).; Kathryn 
Hughes, Victorians Undone (London: Harper Collins Publishers, 2017).  
11 Hawksley. Moustaches, 66. 
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Part I 

 Gendered Performances  

It has long been assumed that biology, in all its manifestations including hormonal, 

ŎƘǊƻƳƻǎƻƳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƴŀŘŀƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ /Ƙildren have been 

ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ ΨōƻȅΩ ƻǊ ΨƎƛǊƭΩ even before they are born in most instances and expected to live as 

ΨƳŀƭŜΩ ƻǊ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜΩ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴŀǘƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭƛŀΦ12 However, mothers in the 

nineteenth century would not have been aware of their chƛƭŘΩǎ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ until they 

were born. They could guess or hope for a boy or girl but there was only a fifty percent chance 

of having the biological child that they wanted. Similarly, the odds alter again when we 

consider that gender is independent of biology and not every childΩǎ ōƛƻƭƻƎȅ is the same as 

their gender, as gender passing individuals proved. Gender is singularly uniquŜΤ ŀ ΨŦǊŜŜ-

ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎŜΩΣ and it is open to interpretation and presentation.13 This section explores how 

gender passing individuals were described in newspaper articles with reference to how they 

embodied their masculinity. It focuses on how individuaƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƳŀƴƭȅΩ ŀƴŘ 

what this meant for them in their embodiment of gender.  

The concept of embodying gender is a new and emerging theoretical concept that has 

gained momentum in recent years.14 An extensive discussion on modern heterosexual and 

ŎƛǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ΨƴƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜΩ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŜƳōƻŘƛƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŀŎƪ aƛƎŘŀƭŜƪΦ aƛƎŘŀƭŜƪ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ 

embodiment as a ΨǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǇƻǊǘƳŜƴǘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ examines the social constructions of gendered 

femininity and gendered masculinity.15 aƛƎŘŀƭŜƪ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ΨŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨchoreographyΩ of the body refers to 

 
12 Virginia Prince, άSex vs. GenderΣέ International Journal of Transgenderism 8, no. 4 (2005): 29-32.; Virginia 
Prince, άHomosexuality, Transvestism and Transsexuality: Reflections on their Etiology and DifferentiationΣέ 
International Journal of Transgenderism 8, no. 4 (2005): 17-20.; Mary Louise Roberts, ά.ŜȅƻƴŘ Ψ/ǊƛǎƛǎΩ ƛƴ 
Understanding Gender TransformationΣέ Gender and History, (2016): 358-366.  
13 Judith Butler, Gender Trouble (New York: Routledge, 1990), 9.  
14 Beatrice Allegranti, Embodied Performances: Sexuality, Gender, Bodies (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 
2015).; Ava Baron, άMasculinity, the Embodied Male Worker and the Historians GazeΣέ International Labor and 
Working-Class History, (2006): 143-160.; Joanne Begiato, άBetween Poise and Power: Embodied Manliness in 
Eighteenth Century and Nineteenth Century British CultureΣέ Transactions of the RHS, (2016): 125-147.; Begiato, 
άPunishing the Unregulated Manly BodyΣέ 46-64.; Alexandra Howson, Embodying Gender (London: Sage 
Publications, 2005). 
15 Migdalek, The Embodied Performance, 1. 
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bodily movements and gestures suggesting that there is a conscious effort by the individual 

to present themselves in a specific way. ΨPerformanceΩ, for Migdalek, refers to how the 

choreography is delivered by the person.16 For gender passing individuals, their choreography 

also included their clothing and their physical appearance, components that enabled them to 

live socially as men. Brenda Farnell has also explored bodily movements and gestures 

describing them as ΨƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜΩ and ΨŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘΩ that encourage people to perform 

to a social ideal.17 Gender passing individuals strategically choreographed their bodily 

movements and performed acceptable traits of masculinity that were contemporary to the 

period in order to demonstrate their commitment, consistency and confidence in their gender 

identity. By outwardly demonstrating this, many were successful in gender passing for long 

periods of time and thus were viewed as men by their communities.  

The gender traits that gender passing individuals chose to embody, their 

choreography, and how they performed this embodiment was essential to how they were 

viewed in society. For instance, artivles about John/Elizabeth Hayward focussed on their 

ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ΨǎǿŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀōƭŜ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ƎŜǘ ŘǊǳƴƪΣ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ ώŀƴŘϐ ƳŀƪŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΩΦ18 

Charles Wilkins was also praised ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ΨǎƳƻƪŜΣ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 

ǎƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƳŜƴΩ.19 It was as if journalists had certain male characteristics that 

they felt ought to be addressed in order for individuals to be accepted as men. Gender passing 

individuals seemingly learned from those around them; from their workmates, their fathers, 

and brothers (as was the case for John Smith) and their friends and conscious chose how to 

perform as men.20 

Men aspired to be strong, responsible, and dominant in their community.21 Manliness 

was used throughout the nineteenth century and meant various things to different men. John 

Tosh Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƳŀƴƭƛƴŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ōȅ ƳŀǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 

 
16 Migdalek, The Embodied Performance, 10.  
17 Brenda Farnell, άGesture and Movementέ in Encyclopaedia of Cultural Anthropology, ed. David Levinson and 
Melvin Ember (New York: Henry Holy and Co, 1996), 536.  
18 άAnother Female HusbandΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), January 30, 1829.  
19 άSmethwick: Romantic AffairΦέ Birmingham Journal, (Birmingham: England), August 1, 1846.  
20 ά[From the Macclesfield Courier of Saturday]Φέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), October 10, 1848. 
21 Sonya O. Rose. Limited Livelihoods: Gender Class in Nineteenth Century England (Los Angeles: University of 
California Press, 1992), 139-141. 



79 | P a g e 
 

ǘƘǳǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŜŜǊǎΩΦ22 Tosh recognised that there were different qualities 

ƻŦ ƳŀƴƭƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǊƎŜŘ ƳŜƴ Ψǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ, to stand up for their rights, to turn the other 

ŎƘŜŜƪΣ ǘƻ ǎƻǿ ǿƛƭŘ ƻŀǘǎΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƘŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΩΦ23 !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ¢ƻǎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ΨƳŀƴƭƛƴŜǎǎΩ 

ŀƴŘ ΨƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴƭƛƴŜǎǎΩ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘȅǇically middle-class ideals, gender passing individuals also 

possessed some of these qualities to a degree. For instance, James Allen and Harry Stokes 

were recognised for their working abilities and dedication to providing for their families.24 

Although, ōƻǘƘ WƻƘƴ aǳǊǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ Ψ{ŎǊŀǘŎƘŜƳΩ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ 

not engage in any intimate relationships towards the latter part of their lives, as far as we are 

aware.25 In all of these gender passing cases, individuals were undoubtedly confident in the 

ŜƳōƻŘƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ¢ƻǎƘΩǎ words, to live as men 

irrespective of their biological identity.  

Manliness was not only a transferable quality but it was also attainable for all men 

irrespective of class distinction, according to Joanne Begiato.26 Indeed, Begiato has also noted 

how men ΨŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƛǊ ŀǎ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜȄΣ ǾƛǊƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŎƛǾƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅΩΦ27 Gender passing individuals had control of their bodies. They controlled their 

physical strength and their external appearance and thereby showcased their masculinity to 

others. They exuded their manliness through their outward body and how they performed 

and personified their gender identity. Newspaper articles that commented on individuals who 

gender passed typically referred to the handsomeness of the person or highlighted how they 

had a distinctive appearance. Likewise, they all recognised how the individual looked visibly 

masculine and was therefore passable as a man. This can be seen in cases including that of 

Charles Wilkins and Anna Maria Wilkins who werŜ ōƻǘƘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴŜ 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩΦ28 One person who was not able to pass, however, was John/Elizabeth Hayward. 

Hayward appeared in the Court of Requests around 1806 and their story returned to the press 

 
22 John Tosh, άGentlemanly Politeness and Manly Simplicity in VictorianΣέ Transactions of the Royal Historical 
Society, (2002): 458.  
23 Tosh. άGentlemanly PolitenessΣέ 462.  
24 άExtraordinary Investigation, or the Female HusbandΦέ The Newcastle Courant, (Newcastle-upon-Tyne: 
England), January 1, 1829.; ά¢ƘŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), 
April 13, 1838.  
25 άSingular Case of Concealment of SexΦέ Wigan Observer, (Wigan: England), December 28, 1860, 2.; 
άConcealment of Sex for Fifteen YearsΦέ Liverpool Daily Post, (Liverpool: England), August 24, 1867, 7. 
26 Begiato, άPunishing the Unregulated Manly BodyΣέ 46.  
27 Begiato, άBetween Poise and PowerΣέ 128. 
28 άSmethwick: Romantic AffairΦέ Birmingham Journal, (Birmingham: England), August 1, 1846ΦΤ άExtraordinary 
Case of BigamyΦέ New Devon Journal, (Barnstaple: England), March 28, 1850. 
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following the discovery of James Allen in 1829.29 As a result of the public and the courts not 

definitively knowing the biological identity of John/Elizabeth Hayward, they became known 

ŀǎ Ψ.Ŝǘǘȅ WƻƘƴΩ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ in 1806.30  

Hayward appeared in court charged with accruing debt and failing to repay it. At the 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ IŀȅǿŀǊŘΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƻǊ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ as Hayward 

presented themselves as both Elizabeth and John throughout the trial. When presenting as 

Elizabeth, they were described in the following way by a journalist writing for the Morning 

Post, a description which captures the contemporary confusion about how to name and 

identify such individuals: 

Whatever the gender, the animal appeared before the Court in a female 

habit, was rather elegant, of a moderate size, tolerabl[y] handsome, about 

thirty-two, had a firm countenance and manly step, no beard, susceptible of 

love, a voice tending to the masculine, with engaging manners and was 

rather sensible.31 

Elizabeth Hayward was later described ŀǎ ΨƛǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Court of Requests.32 Evidently, Hayward 

did not display overtly manly qualities through their appearance, and they dressed outwardly 

as female. Similarly, they possessed what was considered a more masculine voice and their 

gait was ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƳŀƴƭȅΩΣ but they did not have any facial hair to identify them as being 

biologically male. For Hayward, there was an androgynous quality to them, and it was this 

lack of clarity that seemingly challenged their legitimacy.  

Some gender passing individuals passed temporarily or permanently, some for 

financial reasons and others for independence. Liberty Smith has argued that it is simpler to 

imagine that female to male gender passing individuals who adopted a male identity did so 

for the valuable economic opportunities associated with men.33 This is something that 

 
29 άExtraordinary InvestigationΦέ The Morning Post, (London: England), January 16, 1829.Τ άAnother Female 
HusbandΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), January 30, 1829.; William Hutton F.A.S.S. Courts of 
Requests: Their Nature, Utility and Powers described with a Variety of Cases determined in that of Birmingham, 
(Birmingham: Knott and Lloyd, 1806), 419-430. 
30 As a result of the contemporary confusion about gendering John/Elizabeth Hayward, I have chosen to refer to 
them using gender-ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜƳΩ ŀǎ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎ-gender them throughout the 
discussion of their case.  
31 άExtraordinary InvestigationΦέ The Morning Post, (London: England), January 16, 1829. 
32 Hutton Courts of Requests, 419-430. 
33 Liberty Smith, ά[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά²ƛǾŜǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCŜƳŀƭŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘǎέΣέ Journal of Lesbian Studies, (2008): 108. 
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Christine Burns has also recognised when trying to label and categorise gender 

ƴƻƴŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ .ǳǊƴǎ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ 

whether the individual should be claimed as a feminist icon (switching gender to access 

professions and benefits closed to women), or a lesbian heroine (switching to legitimise a 

same-ǎŜȄ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇύΣ ƻǊ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊΩΦ34 The problem with this explicit 

labelling is that modern communities try to reclaim historic individuals by using labels that 

were not accessible to individuals whilst they were alive. Similarly, labelling individuals in this 

way, as Burns and Smith have tried to do, suggests that the life of the individual has not been 

accepted in the way that they wanted to be seen, which, in the cases of gender passing 

individuals, was as men. Despite this, the example of Hayward highlights that both the 

contemporary public and the court sought permanence in gender performance for them to 

acknowledge the individual as their outward gender identity. Although the court was unable 

to identify with absolute certainty the biological sex of Hayward, it was concluded that they 

ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƳŀƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ΨƪƛŎƪ ŀ ōǳƭƭȅΩΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎǿŜŀǊΣ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƭƛƪŜ 

their male companions in the local public house.35 No medical examination was undertaken 

initially, and it was simply due to the appearance ƻŦ IŀȅǿŀǊŘΩǎ manly characteristics that 

labelled them as a man.   

Two days after Hayward was sentenced, a marriage registration was produced 

revealing that Hayward was in fact a biological woman who had assumed the dress, 

appearance and identity of a man following a difficult marriage. When Hayward appeared to 

be a biological female assuming a male gender, they were admired for their manliness and 

performative masculinity. However, when appearing as Elizabeth, the court labelled them as 

a degenerate. The contemporary public required consistency in gender performance for 

individuals to be accepted as the gender that they presented themselves as.  

The strong and muscular body was something to be admired in the nineteenth century 

particularly as the body denƻǘŜŘ ƳŀƴƭƛƴŜǎǎΦ !Ǿŀ .ŀǊƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨƳǳǎŎǳƭŀǊ 

maǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƳǳǎŎǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

 
34 Christine Burns (ed)., Trans Britain: Our Journey from the Shadows (London: Unbound, 2018), 11.  
35 ά9xtraordinary InvestigationΦέ The Morning Post, (London: England), January 16, 1829ΦΤ άAnother Female 
HusbandΦέ The Morning Chronicle, (London: England), January 30, 1829.  
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ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘΩΦ36 In this sense, the muscular 

body was a signifier of masculinity and it became ritualised in terms of how people 

understood it as performative.37 Peta Tait has shown how travelling trapeze artists in the 

nineteenth century showcased their arms in their acts to highlight their strength and 

abilities.38 Female trapeze artists, as much as male artists, demonstrated their muscularity in 

their performances. This interest in muscular women was further explored within the 

relationship of Arthur Munby and Hannah Cullwick.39 Munby was appreciative of working 

ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ Ƙƛǎ servant Cullwick, regularly taking pictures of her engaging in 

manual labour and domestic chores. In these muscular performances, women showed how 

their bodies could be manipulated just as Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀǎ ƳŜƴΩǎ.  

This focus on the muscular body is further shown in CƻǊŘ aŀŘƻȄ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ 

Work, that can be seen in figure 6.40 Work aims to highlight all people and Victorian social 

systems at once, with characters representing the poor, the working classes, the middle and 

upper classes as well as men, women, children and animals. The viewer is first struck by the 

central male figures who are laying water pipes in Hampstead. Joanne Begiato highlights that 

workers were sometimes represented as violent womanisers in society, ΨǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 

also represented in art and print as rough men with tender feelings and magnificent 

ǇƘȅǎƛǉǳŜǎΩΦ41 Indeed, this physicality and strength is clearly displayed by the workers in the 

middle of the painting. ¢ƛƳ .ŀǊǊƛƴƎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ [of workers] in the throes of 

labour, brilliantly lit, casts the rest of tƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘŜΩ.42 On the outskirts of the 

painting there is a bare-footed flower seller, urchin children, middle-class women and horse 

riders. However, it is the male workers that dominate the scene. Although the title suggests 

 
36 Ava Baron, άMasculinity, the Embodied Male Worker and the Historians GazeΣέ International Labor and 
Working-Class History, (2006): 149. 
37 Joanne Begiato, Manliness in Britain, 1760-1900: Bodies, Emotion, and Material Culture (Manchester: 
Manchester University Press, 2020). 
38 Peta Tait, άFemale Pleasure and Muscular Arms in Touring Trapeze ActsΣέ in Victorian Traffic: Identity, 
Exchange and Performance by Sue Thomas (London: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2008), 189.  
39 Diedre 5Ω!ƭōŜǊǘƛǎ, άBeyond the Bronte Myth: Jane Eyre, Hannah Cullwick and Subjectivity in ServitudeΣέ Bronte 

Studies 39, no. 4 (2014): 267-278.; Leonore Davidoff, άClass and Gender in Victorian England: The Diaries of 
Arthur J. Munby and Hannah CullwickΣέ Feminist Studies 5, no. 1 (1979), 86-141. 
40 Ford Madox Brown, Work, 1852-1865, Oil on Canvas, held at Manchester Art Gallery. Special exhibition 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ aŀŘƻȄ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ нлмнΦ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ мфΣ нлнлΦ 
https://manchesterartgallery.org/exhibitions-and-events/exhibition/ford-madox-brown-pre-raphaelite-
pioneer/ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Work_(painting)  
41 Begiato, Manliness in Britain, 175. 
42 Tim Barringer, Men At Work: Art and Labour in Victorian Britain (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2005), 22.  
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aŀŘƻȄ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ΨǿƻǊƪΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ specificallyΦ .ŀǊǊƛƴƎŜǊ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳǳǎŎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻǊŜŀǊƳǎΣ ώǿƛǘƘϐ ǎƭŜŜǾŜǎ 

ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǳǇΣ ǇǳƴŎǘǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŜƴǘŀƎƻƴŀƭ Ƴŀǎǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎΩΦ43 There is an obvious 

focus on the stress and strain of the body in this painting. Indeed, the men are displaying their 

strength in lifting boxes, carrying bricks, shovelling mud, and stone, and holding their tools, 

all of which creates a feeling of movement. The physical strength being displayed in Madox 

.ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƛƴ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ 

reports. In that many articles referred to the physicality of individuals and their strength. 

Interestingly, it was a gender passing individualsΩ delicate hands that seemingly exposed their 

identity.  

 

  

 
43 Barringer, Men At Work, 22. 
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CƛƎǳǊŜ с CΦ aŀŘƻȄ .ǊƻǿƴΣ Ψ²ƻǊƪΩΣ мурн-1865 

137cm X 198cm  
Oil on Canvas 
Held at Manchester Art Gallery, England.  

 


