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Abstract:

We investigated the ability of testosterone (T) to restore differentiation in multiple
population doubled (PD) murine myoblasts, previously shown to have reduced
differentiation in monolayer and bioengineered skeletal muscle cultures vs. their parental
controls (CON) (Sharples et al. 2011, Sharples et al., 2012). Cells were exposed to low serum
conditions in the presence or absence of T (100 nM) + PI3K inhibitor (LY294002) for 72 hrs
and 7 days (early and late muscle differentiation respectively). Morphological analyses were
performed to determine myotube number, diameter (um) and myonuclear accretion as
indices of differentiation and myotube hypertrophy. Changes in gene expression for
myogenin, mTOR and myostatin were also performed. Myotube diameter in CON and PD
cells increased from 17.32 + 2.56 um to 21.02 + 1.89 um and 14.58 + 2.66um to 18.29 +
3.08um (P < 0.05) respectively after 72 hrs of T exposure. The increase was comparable in
both PD (+25%) and CON cells (+21%) suggesting a similar intrinsic ability to respond to
exogenous T administration. T treatment also significantly increased myonuclear accretion
(% of myotubes expressing 5+ Nuclei) in both cell types after 7 days exposure (P < 0.05).
Addition of PI3K inhibitor (LY294002) in the presence of T attenuated these effects in
myotube morphology (in both cell types) suggesting a role for the PI3K pathway in T
stimulated hypertrophy. Finally, PD myoblasts showed reduced responsiveness to T
stimulated mRNA expression of mTOR vs. CON cells and T also reduced myostatin
expression in PD myoblasts only. The present study demonstrates testosterone
administration improves hypertrophy in myoblasts that basally display impaired
differentiation and hypertrophic capacity vs. their parental controls, the action of

testosterone in this model was mediated by PI3K/Akt pathway.
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1. Introduction

Muscle wasting occurs within many life-threatening diseases such as cancer (termed cancer
cachexia) [1], AIDS [2], Sepsis [3], heart failure [4] and ageing (sarcopenia) [5-7].
Individuals that experience muscle loss during these various disease states have a reduced
physiological and functional capacity, altered metabolism [8,9] and a reduction in circulating
levels of Growth Hormone, Insulin-like-Growth Factor-I (IGF-I) and Testosterone [2].
These accumulative factors manifest themselves in increased frailty and morbidity and
therefore reduced quality of life that subsequently leads to earlier mortality [10, 11]. In the
instance of cancer cachexia approximately 50% of patients suffer with cachexia (muscle
atrophy), which alone accounts for 25% of all cancer deaths [12-14]. The regulation of
skeletal muscle mass is reliant on the balance between hypertrophy (e.g. protein
synthesis/anabolism) and atrophy (e.g. protein breakdown/catabolism). A potential clinical
intervention for promoting a positive net balance in the favour of protein synthesis is
Testosterone (T) administration [15, 16]. T replacement therapy has been observed to
increase muscle strength and mass in various clinical populations including patients with
AIDS, COPD and sarcopenia [12, 17-20]. However a limited number of studies have
investigated the role of T in skeletal muscle hypertrophy and atrophy [21-23] at the cellular

level.

Skeletal muscle fibre numbers are set in-utero i.e. fibres are terminally differentiated or post
mitotic and unable to divide. Skeletal muscles regenerative capacity therefore occurs as a
result of a specialised cell type, the satellite cell, which resides underneath the basal lamina
of the mature fibre and has mitotic potential. With the relevant cues, satellite cells are
activated (termed myoblasts), then proliferate or return to quiescence for subsequent
regenerative bouts. Activated myoblasts repair the muscle by fusing with the existing fibres,
a process known as differentiation [24, 25]. Most recently, our laboratories have highlighted
two myoblast models to study reduced differentiation capacity [7, 26, 27]. The first
investigated the parental mouse C. myoblasts vs. their subclone, the C.C,. cells. Despite their
shared origins, we observed differences in morphological and biochemical responses
between the C. and C.C,. cells. The C. cells displayed slower and diminished differentiation
profiles compared to the C.C.. cells and were also more susceptible to TNF-a-induced
inhibition of differentiation and induction of apoptosis [27]. Because muscle wasting is
associated with reduced muscle mass [28, 29] and increased susceptibility to TNF-induced
muscle protein degradation [30-32], this comparative model provided us with an excellent
representation of muscle atrophy, hypertrophy and adaptability, thus, enabling the
determination of potential regulators associated with muscle wasting. The second model

utilised C.C.. cells that had undergone multiple population doublings (PD) vs. parental
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control cells (CON), which have undergone no doublings relative to the PD cells [7]. These
cells also display impaired differentiation in monolayer [7] and in three dimensional culture
systems [26] vs. their parental controls. We reported that the PD cells had a significantly
reduced number of cells exiting the cell cycle in Gi, a prerequisite for fusion, with
corresponding decreases in transcript expression of IGF-I, myoD, myogenin and reduced
activation of Akt with increases in IGFBP5 mRNA and JNK activation vs. control cells [7].
Interestingly, similar morphology, transcript and signalling processes were also observed in
cells isolated from aged human muscle [33-35] and in whole tissue biopsies [36, 37]. Thus,
these cells can be used as a representative model to investigate mechanisms of atrophic

phenotypes (PD) vs. parental control cells (CON) that display hypertrophic phenotypes [7].

In the present study we utilised the latter model to investigate T administration on
PD cells displaying impaired differentiation. As the PD cells display a reduction in Akt
activation [7], the PI3K/Akt/mTOR pathway was investigated in the present study, as it is
inextricably involved in protein synthesis [38] and most recently linked to T’s regulation of

muscle hypertrophy [23].

The aims were to: 1) Improve the impaired differentiation and hypertrophy profiles
observed previously in PD cells using T administration; 2) Manipulate the role of PI3K/Akt
in Ts regulation of differentiation in PD and CON cells. We hypothesised that T would
induce improved differentiation and hypertrophy in CON cells and would improve the
impaired differentiation in the PD cells. Further by inhibiting PI3K, testosterone’s ability to
restore differentiation action would be negated in both cell types. The overall objective of
the research was to utilise an in vitro model that is representative of impaired differentiation
(PD) in order to elucidate the ability of T to improve differentiation and hypertrophy and to

investigate its cellular and molecular mechanisms of action.
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2. Materials and Methods
2.1 Cell Culture

Mouse C.Ci. [39, 40] (ATCC, Rockville, MD, USA) skeletal muscle myoblasts were seeded at
80,000 cells per ml in 2 ml of growth media (GM) per well (Dulbecco’s modifed eagle’s
medium, DMEM (Sigma, Dorset, UK)), 20% fetal bovine serum (FBS) (PAA, Somerset, UK),
1% PenStrep (Invitrogen, Paisley, UK)) onto 0.2% porcine gelatin-coated (Sigma, Dorset,
UK) 6-well plates (Fisher Scientific, Loughborough, UK) and grown in a humidified 5% CO.
atmosphere at 37°C. Population doubled (PD) cells and their parental controls (CON) were
developed as detailed in Sharples et al. [7, 26]. Briefly, PD cells underwent an extra 58-60
population doublings vs. their CON cells. Once confluent, the myoblasts were changed from
growth media to low serum media/differentiation media (DM; composed of: DMEM, 2%
horse serum (HS), 1% Penstrep and 1% L-Glutamine) which promotes the fusion of the
myoblasts into multinucleated myotubes. C.C,. myoblasts undergo spontaneous
differentiation into myotubes on serum withdrawal, and do not require growth factor
addition to stimulate the process [40]. Cells were incubated in DM for 30 minutes at 37°C in
a 5% CO, atmosphere with this period of equilibration denoted as, 0 hour time point. Cells at
the time points of 72 hrs and 7 days (early and late muscle differentiation respectively) were
fixed (see below) for subsequent morphology analyses or isolated for reverse transcription

quantitative real-time polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR).
2.2 Cell Treatments

All treatments were administered in DM described above. The treatments comprised of a
vehicle control (DMSO at a concentration of 0.01%), Testosterone alone (T) 100 nM (Tocris
Bioscience, Bristol, UK), PI3K inhibitor (LY) 5 uM (LY294002- Calbiochem, Middlesex, UK),
100 nM T + 5 uM LY. DMSO was used as the solvent for T reconstitution at the same
concentration as the vehicle (0.01%). For results and figure legends the following
nomenclature will be used DMSO, T, LY and T + LY respectively. All treatments were added
at 0 hrs and existing media was further supplemented at 72 hrs. The inhibitor, LY at a dose
of 5 uM has been extensively shown to be highly specific and effective in C.C,, cells in

inhibiting PI3K and downstream Akt [41-46].
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2.3 RNA Isolation

Plates for each time point (0 hrs, 72 hrs and 7 days) were washed with 1ml/well phosphate
buffer saline (PBS) (Fisher Scientific, Loughborough, UK) and extracted for RNA using 250
ul TRIzol™ Reagent (Sigma, Dorset, UK) in each well. Total RNA was extracted by following
manufacturer’s instructions. RNA concentration and purity were assessed through UV
spectroscopy at ODs of 260 and 280 nm, using the Nanodrop spectrophotometer 3000
(Fisher, Rosklide, Denmark). Only samples with a 260:280 ratio of between 1.9 and 2.15

were carried forward for reverse transcription and PCR analysis detailed below.
2.4 Primer Design

Primer sequences (Table 1.) were identified using Gene (NCBI, www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/gene)
and designed using both web-based OligoPerfect™ Designer (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA, USA)
and Primer-BLAST (NCBI, http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/tools/primer-blast). Sequence
homology searches ensured specificity. Three or more GC bases in the last 5 bases at the 3’
end of the primer were avoided. Secondary structure interactions (hairpins, self-dimer and
cross dimer) within the primer were avoided. All primers ranged between 18 and 23 bp and
amplified a product between 173 and 197 bp. GC content was between 36.3 and 55.5% (Table
1). Primers without the requirement of further purification were purchased from Sigma
(Suffolk, UK).

<<<INSERT TABLE 1. NEAR HERE>>>

2.5 Reverse Transcription Quantitative Real Time Polymerase Chain Reaction (rt-qRT-
PCR)

70 ng of RNA/sample was reverse transcribed and amplified using QuantiFast™ SYBR®
Green RT-PCR one-step kit on a Rotogene 3000Q (Qiagen, Crawley, UK) supported by
Rotogene software (Hercules, CA, USA). rt-qRT-PCR was performed as follows: 10 min, 50°C
(reverse transcription), 5 min 95°C (transcriptase inactivation and initial denaturation),
Followed by: 10 secs, 95°C (denaturation), 30 secs, 60°C (annealing and extension) for 40
cycles. Following completion, melting curve analyses were performed to exclude primer-
dimer and non-specific amplification (all melt analysis in this study presented single
reproducible peaks). All PCR efficiencies were comparable (standard deviation + 0.03%)
across all conditions and genes. Relative mRNA expression was quantified for myogenin,

mTOR and myostatin (Table 1.) using the comparative Ct (22ct) method [7, 47] against a
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stable reference gene of RP-IIb (combined Ct value for all runs across experimental

conditions 16.63 + 0.38) and calibrator of CON treatment at o hrs.
2.6 Morphological Analysis

Following media aspiration and 2 x PBS washes (1 ml/well), cells were fixed by adding 1 ml
methanol/acetone (1:1) to 1 ml PBS in each well in a drop-wise manner and incubated for 10
mins RT. Following aspiration, 2 ml methanol and acetone (1:1) were added to each well and
incubated for a further 10 mins. Finally PBS (2ml/well) was added after removal of the
methanol and acetone mix and plates were stored at 4°C until further analyses. This fixing
process allows nuclei to become discernible under light microscopy alone, without the need
for additional nuclear staining. A total of 30 fields per condition for each time point were
captured with a cell imaging system at x10 magnification (Inverso-TC, CETI, Medline
Scientific Limited, Oxon, UK) and analysed using Image J (Java) software (National
Institutes of Health, USA). Morphology was assessed by determination of myotube diameter,
number of myotubes per view, mean number of nuclei per myotube per field of view, fusion
index (cell fusion) and total nuclei counts (changes in total cell number and therefore an
indices for proliferation). A myotube was defined as containing 3+ nuclei encapsulated within
cellular structures, so to avoid counting of single cells undergoing mitosis. Myotube diameter
(um) was determined by measuring the diameter of 3 equidistant points on each myotube
(left end, middle, right end) and determining the mean of the 3 values as previously
described [48, 49]. An indicator of myonuclear accretion (fusion index) was calculated by
dividing myotubes into two classes; myotubes which expressed 3-4 nuclei or myotubes which

expressed 5+ nuclei, with the data expressed as percentages.
2.7 Statistical Analyses

Experiments were performed 3 times (n = 3) in triplicate. Data are presented as mean + S.D.
Morphology data at 72 hrs were assessed using a (2x2) mixed two-way factorial ANOVA
(GraphPad Software, Inc., San Diego, USA) for interactions between cell type (PD, CON) and
treatments (DMSO, T). LY and T+LY treatment were excluded from the aforementioned
analysis, as there were no observable myotubes at 72 hrs in these conditions. Morphology
data at 7 days were assessed using a (2x4) mixed two-way factorial ANOVA for interactions
between cell type (PD, CON) and treatments (DMSO, T, LY and T + LY). Gene expression
data were assessed using a (2x2x4) mixed three-way factorial ANOVA for interactions
between cell type (PD, CON), time (72 hrs and 7 days) and treatments (DMSO, T, LY and T +
LY). Bonferroni post hoc analyses were performed where main effects for treatment or cell
type occurred, without a significant interaction between treatment and cell type. If

significant interactions were present, independent t-tests were conducted to confirm
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statistical significance between variables of interest. Furthermore, paired-sample t-tests were

undertaken for variable of interests within cell type and treatment. Myonuclear Accretion

(fusion index) measures were analysed using Chi Square to investigate whether myotube

categories (3-4 nuclei or 5+ nuclei) differed from one another based on treatment exposure.

A P-value of < 0.05 was considered to represent a statistically significant difference.

3. Results

3.1 Exogenous T treatment increases myotube hypertrophy in both CON and PD cells

The administration of exogenous DMSO, T, LY, T+LY to CON and PD cells brought about
morphological changes in differentiation (Figs 1 & 2). Firstly, it is important to mention that
in support of previous observations showing reductions in differentiation in PD vs. CON cells
[7]; a significant difference for mean myotube diameter at 72 hrs was again observed in the
present study (CON 17.32 + 2.56 vs. PD 14.58 + 2.66, P = 0.01, Fig. 3A, supporting the
atrophic phenotype observed previously in PD cells [7,26]. Importantly, in the present study,
T administration appeared to increase hypertrophy (myotube diameter) in both cell types.
Statistical analyses confirmed the morphological observations in Fig. 1 and 2 and revealed
that a T-stimulus significantly increased myotube diameter in both CON and PD cells after
72 hrs (CON+T 21.02 + 1.89 vs. CON 17.32 + 2.56; PD+T 18.29 + 3.08 vs. PD 14.58 + 2.66, P
= 0.01, Fig. 3A) and 7 days (CON+T 22.03 + 2.65 vs. CON 17.50 + 2.38; PD+T 20.49 + 1.99
vs. PD 15.70 + 1.59, P = 0.01, Fig. 3A) compared with non-treated cells, respectively.

<<<INSERT FIGURE NEAR HERE 1.>>>

Importantly, the magnitude of change between both cell models in response to T
administration and compared with their respective baseline controls was not significantly
different at either time points, with T increasing myotube diameter in both PD (+25% and
+23%) and CON (+21% and +20%) cells to the same extent after 72 hrs (Fig. 3A) and 7 days
(Fig. 3C); respectively. Overall, this suggests that cells with a reduced differentiation
phenotype have the same capacity to undergo hypertrophy in response to exogenous
testosterone administration as CON cells. Furthermore, the addition of T significantly
increased myotube number in CON cells (CON+T 2.90 + 0.72 vs. CON 2.23 + 0.68, P < 0.05,
Fig. 3D) after 7 days exposure only (at 72 hrs although there were mean increases this was
not statistically significant (P = N.S.)). There were no significant changes in myotube

number in PD cells after 72 hours or 7 days exposure (P = N.S.). This suggests testosterone
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increases hypertrophy (myotube diameter) in both cells types; however, T only enhanced

myotube number in CON cells at 7 days.

<<<INSERT FIGURE NEAR HERE 2.>>>

Together with the changes in myotube diameter at both 72 hrs and 7 days, T significantly
increased the mean number of nuclei per myotube in CON cells (CON 3.77 + 0.86 vs. CON+T
4.98 + 1.76, P < 0.001, Fig. 3B) at 72 hrs and at 7 days (CON 3.68 + 0.67 vs. CON+T 4.91 +
1.10, P < o0.01, Fig. 3B); again substantiating the morphological observation that
hypertrophy, rather than hyperplasia was occurring in response to T administration.
Furthermore, in the PD cells, a similar response was observed for nuclei/tube in the presence
of T at 72 hrs (PD+T 4.27 + 1.03 vs. PD 3.33 + 0.71, P = 0.03, Fig. 3B), and 7 days (PD+T
5.18 + 1.31 vs. PD 3.84 + 0.71, P < 0.001 Fig. 3B) exposure compared to non-treated cells.
Interestingly, again there were similar magnitude increases in CON and PD cells in the
presence of T vs. basal conditions at 72 hrs (24.3% CON vs. 22% PD) and 7 days (25.1% CON
vs. 25.9% PD).

<<<INSERT FIGURE NEAR HERE 3.>>>

3.2 PI3K/Akt inhibitor (LY) inhibits testosterone-induced increases in differentiation and
hypertrophy for CON and PD cells

The presence of LY inhibitor alone led to a lack of differentiation with no quantifiable
myotubes being present in both CON and PD cells at 72 hrs (Fig. 1 & 2). As highlighted
above; the addition of T significantly increased differentiation shown by enhanced myotube
number in CON cells (CON+T 2.90 + 0.72 vs. CON 2.23 + 0.68, P < 0.05, Fig. 3D) after 7
days exposure. The presence of LY co-incubated with T significantly reduced the effect on
myotube number (CON+T+LY 2.21 + 0.56 vs. CON+T 2.90 + 0.72, P < 0.05, Fig. 3D). LY
alone was also able to reduce myotube number vs. T treatment (CON+LY 1.77 + 0.65 vs.
CON+T 2.90 + 0.72, P < 0.05, Fig 3D) and non-treated controls (2.23 + 0.68, P < 0.01, Fig
3D). Interestingly, T in the presence of the LY inhibitor was unable to restore differentiation,

shown by non-significant differences with LY alone conditions (P = N.S.) and non-treated

9
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CON cells (Fig. 3D). These observations highlight that Ts increase in myotube number in
CON cells, as previously observed, is blunted in the presence of the LY inhibitor; returning
differentiation back to basal levels. As previously highlighted there were no significant
changes in myotube number after T administration in PD cells. However, LY alone was able
to reduce myotube number vs. T treatment (PD+LY 1.89 + 0.80 vs. PD+T 2.35 + 0.69, P <
0.05, Fig 3D) and non-treated controls (PD 2.26 + 0.53, P = 0.05, Fig 3D).

Following these observations for indices of differentiation we next wished to ascertain the
impact of T in the presence of the PI3K inhibitor (LY) on myotube hypertrophy. At 7 days, as
previously highlighted above, the addition of T significantly increased myotube diameter in
CON and PD cells (Fig. 3C). The presence of LY co-incubated with T significantly reduced the
effect on myotube diameter in both CON (CON+T+LY 17.49 + 2.21 vs. CON+T 22.03 + 2.65,
P < 0.05, Fig. 3C) and PD cells (PD+T+LY 17.10 + 2.40 vs. PD+T 20.49 + 1.99, P < 0.05, Fig.
3C). LY alone was also able to reduce myotube diameter vs. T treatment in CON cells
(CON+T 22.03 + 2.65 vs. CON+LY 17.7 + 2.91, P < 0.05, Fig 3C). Similar observations were
observed in PD cells (PD+T 20.49 + 1.99 vs. PD+LY 15.83 + 2.53, P < 0.05, Fig 30).
Interestingly, T was unable to restore myotube diameter in the presence of the LY inhibitor
shown by non-significant differences with LY alone conditions in CON cells and non-treated
CON cells (P = N.S, Fig. 3C). The same observations were mirrored in PD cells where T was
unable to restore myotube diameter in the presence of the LY inhibitor shown by non-
significant differences with LY alone conditions in PD cells (P = N.S, Fig. 3C). Overall, this
shows that T’s observed increases in hypertrophy was blunted in the presence of the LY

inhibitor returning myotube diameter back to basal levels in both cell types.

3.3 T-treatment enhancement in differentiation and hypertrophy is accompanied by

increases in cell fusion

To address the effects of the various treatments on cell fusion, myonuclear accretion
was calculated. The administration of T resulted in a greater percentage of myotubes
expressing 5+ nuclei for both CON (CON+T 67.9% vs. CON 32.1%, x3= 32.99, P < 0.05) and
PD cells (PD+T 67.2% vs. PD 32.8%, x2= 20.58, P < 0.05) compared to untreated cells after
7 days exposure (Fig 4A & 4B respectively). Furthermore, the addition of LY with T
treatment reduced the percentage of myotubes expressing 5+ nuclei back to similar levels of
LY-alone treated cells (CON+T+LY 28.1% vs. CON+LY 15.2%, 2= 2.53, P = N.S; PD+T+LY
37.5% vs. PD+LY 21.6%, y%= 3.4, P=N.S, Fig 4A & 4B respectively). In accordance with these
observations, there was no significant difference in total nuclei counts for all treatments in
either cell type at both time points (P = N.S). There was however a significant interaction

between cell type as the PD cells had a significantly higher total nuclei count (P < 0.05)

10
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compared to CON cells at both time points, a finding confirmed previously by Sharples et al.

[7], who highlighted a continued proliferation at the expense of exiting the cell cycle in G1

and differentiating.

<<<INSERT FIGURE 4. NEAR HERE>>>

3.4 Expression of myogenin mRNA increases after T-administration in both PD and CON

cells

There was a significant difference in myogenin transcript expression levels between CON
and PD cells after 72 hrs (CON 191.51 + 12.84 vs. PD 48.58 + 8.14, P < 0.001, Fig. 5A) and 7
days exposure (CON 128.36 + 27.11 vs. PD 59.22 + 4.57, P < 0.001, Fig. 5A). Whilst still
remaining significantly different, the expression of myogenin significantly increased in both
CON and PD cells when treated with T (CON+T 222.18 + 36.63 vs. CON 191.51 + 12.84;
PD+T 67.00 + 5.35 vs. PD 48.58 + 8.14, P < 0.05, Fig. 5A) after 72 hrs. The increase in
myogenin mRNA expression also continued at 7 days in PD treated cells (PD + T 74.15 + 8.13
vs. PD 59.22 + 4.57, P < 0.001, Fig. 5A), yet there was no difference in myogenin mRNA
expression at this time point between non-treated and T-treated CON cells. However,
absolute levels of myogenin transcript expression were basally significantly higher (shown
above) in CON treated cells vs. PD treated (CON+T 131.46 + 24.53 vs. PD+T 67.00 + 5.35, P
= 0.001) cells at 7 days. The presence of LY, significantly reduced myogenin expression after
72 hrs exposure in CON cells (CON+LY 134.38 + 16.13 vs. CON 191.51 + 16.00, P < 0.05 Fig.
5A), with no reductions being observed in PD cells at the same time point. Furthermore, LY
alone had no effect on myogenin mRNA expression after 7 days culture in either cell type (P
= N.S Fig. 5A).

<<<INSERT FIGURE NEAR HERE 5.>>>

T in the presence of LY inhibitor significantly attenuated myogenin expression after 72 hrs
when compared with T alone in both cell types (CON+T 222.18 + 36.63 vs. CON+T+ LY
146.09 + 24.58, P < 0.05; PD+T 67.00 + 5.35 vs. PD+T+LY 56.04 + 11.50, P < 0.05, Fig. 5A).
At 7 days, there were no significant changes for any treatment conditions in CON cells (P =

N.S for all comparisons) for myogenin expression. However in PD cells, T further enhanced

11
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myogenin expression significantly, even when administered in the presence of LY (PD 59.22

+ 4.57 vs. PD+T+LY 69.93 + 3.98, P < 0.05; PD+LY 57.04 + 9.22 vs. PD+T+LY 69.93 + 3.98,

P < 0.05 Fig. 5A). Thus, T caused an increase in myogenin expression in both cells types,

whether LY was present or absent. This may suggest at the molecular level at least, that T

elevates myogenin expression, independently of PI3K/Akt, but appears to be not sufficient

enough to rescue morphological differentiation/hypertrophy in PD cells.
3.5 Testosterone increases mTOR expression in the presence of PI3K inhibitor in CON cells

The expression of mTOR did not change after 72 hrs in either cell type (CON 0.97 + 0.08 vs.
PD 0.97 + 0.12, Fig. 5B). After 7 days exposure, T administration alone significantly
increased mMTOR mRNA expression compared to CON non-treated cells (CON+T 121.08 +
15.87 vs. CON 111.95 + 19.36, P < 0.05 Fig. 5B). Furthermore, the treatment of T + LY
significantly increased mMTOR mRNA compared to LY alone (CON+T +LY 135.14 + 16.08 vs.
CON+LY 112.70 £ 13.62, P < 0.001, Fig. 5B) and untreated controls (CON+T +LY 135.14 +
16.08 vs. CON 111.95 + 19.36, P < 0.05). This highlights T administration increases in mTOR
expression even in the presence of LY. In the PD cells, all treatments were without effect on
mTOR expression at 7 days exposure (Fig. 5B). However, at 7 days under basal conditions,
CON cells displayed significantly higher mTOR expression than PD cells (CON 111.95 + 19.36

vs. PD 1.01 £ 0.10, P < 0.05, Fig. 5B).
3.6 T-stimulus reduces negative muscle mass regulator myostatin in PD cells only

Myostatin transcript expression was slightly elevated in PD cells after 72 hrs compared to
CON, although these elevations were not statistically significant (CON 5.93 + 1.87 vs. PD
7.63 + 2.58, Fig. 5C). However, at 7 days, statistically significant observations were observed
for increases in myostatin mRNA expression in PD cells compared to CON cells (PD 12.93 +
4.69 vs. CON 4.57 + 1.20, P < 0.001 Fig. 5C). This novel finding suggests that under basal
conditions, myostatin may block differentiation in these myoblasts and thus contribute
towards reduced myotube hypertrophy. In CON cells, T treatments, LY alone or co-
incubations of T+LY at 72 hrs did not alter myostatin mRNA expression (Fig. 5C). The
presence of LY alone was the only treatment to significantly reduce myostatin mRNA
expression after 72 hrs exposure to PD cells (PD+LY 4.27 + 2.47 vs. PD 7.63 + 2.58, P < 0.01
Fig. 5C).

At 7 days, there were no changes in myostatin mRNA expression in CON cells (CON 4.57 +
1.20; CON+T 5.99 + 1.40; CON+LY 4.32 + 1.65; CON+T+LY 4.84 + 1.01, Fig. 5C). However
in the PD cells, T treatment significantly impaired elevations in myostatin expression

compared to PD non-treated cells (PD + T 9.73 + 2.56 vs. PD 12.93 + 4.69, P < 0.05 Fig. 5C).

12


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960076013000769

SUBMITTED VERSION ONLY'- There will be errors in this manuscript version in comparison with
the final published version available in J Steriod Biochem Mol Bol at: Link.
The reduction in myostatin transcript expression was significantly larger in magnitude with
the addition of T with LY (-36%) in PD cells at the 7 day time point (PD + T + LY 3.47 + 0.83
vs. PD 12.93 + 4.69, P < 0.01 Fig. 5C), yet similar effects were not observed in CON cells.
However, the presence of LY alone also brought about reductions in myostatin expression
(PD+LY 4.98 £ 2.25 vs. PD 12.93 + 4.69, P < 0.001 Fig. 5C) and the reductions were similar
to T+LY (P = N.S). Overall, suggesting both LY and testosterone alone reduce myostatin
expression in PD cells only. It therefore appears that T potentially reduces myostatin
expression in atrophied PD cells only suggesting a potential mechanism that may explain the
increase in differentiation/hypertrophy seen in this cell type, whereas in CON cells, the

increases with T are independent of myostatin expression.
4. Discussion

The present study supports a role for testosterone in enhancing myogenic
differentiation and myotube hypertrophy [50-55] but more importantly, shows the capacity
to improve hypertrophy and myonuclear accretion in a previously established model
displaying impaired differentiation and hypertrophy similar to that of atrophic phenotypes
such as ageing [7, 26]. Furthermore, testosterone treatment enhanced hypertrophy shown by
increases in myotube diameter, nuclei per myotube and a larger number of myotubes with 5
or more nuclei in both control (CON) and multiple population doubling (PD) -cells.
Interestingly, testosterone improved hypertrophy (myotube diameter) to the same
magnitude in both cell types at 72 hrs and 7 day time points. Thus, despite PD cells having
undergone multiple population doublings vs. their controls, and therefore displaying a
reduced basal differentiation capacity as previously described in Sharples et al. [7, 26];
testosterone was able to exert similar magnitude increases in myotube hypertrophy. Despite
this interesting observation, testosterone was unable to fully restore differentiation (myotube
number) to the level observed in untreated control cells at 7 days; perhaps suggesting
testosterones predominant role in hypertrophy rather than differentiation in this model.
Furthermore, in line with previous findings, the current study showed that PD cells had
reduced myogenin expression vs. CON cells [7, 26], with the present study also supporting
previous morphological and biochemical (reduced CK activity) findings [7, 26], showing
myotube diameter was reduced in the PD cells. This further consolidates the use of these
cells as a representative model to investigate cellular and molecular mechanisms of atrophic

(PD) vs. hypertrophic phenotypes (CON).

Importantly, testosterone mediated increases in myotube hypertrophy were
potentiated via the PI3K/Akt pathway, where inhibition of this pathway in the presence of

testosterone rendered the hormone unable to exert its potent influence on myotube
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hypertrophy in both cell types. This study supports previous work where the PI3K/Akt
pathway has been implicated in testosterones action in L6 myoblasts [22] and human
skeletal myoblasts [56] where the same PI3K inhibitor (LY294002) also reduced
testosterone induced hypertrophy. Kovacheva and colleagues [57] have also previously
reported that Akt signalling downstream of PI3K was restored by testosterone
administration in elderly mice. The present study further supports that testosterones action
in myotube hypertrophy is mediated via PI3K/Akt pathway, especially where reductions in
Akt activation have been previously reported in this model (i.e. lower in PD vs. CON) [7].
Overall, these observations further suggest that the manipulation of this pathway by

testosterone may be imperative for therapeutic restoration of muscle atrophy [38].

Interestingly, exogenous testosterone improved myogenin expression in both CON
and PD cells types, whether the PI3K inhibitor (LY294002) was present or absent,
suggesting testosterone-mediated activation of myogenin independently of the PI3K/Akt
signalling pathway. Testosterone has previously been shown to increase myogenin in C.Ci.
cells [50, 51]. Indeed, community-dwelling older men treated with grades doses of
testosterone show increases in muscle fibre size accompanied by increased myogenin
expression [55]. Despite this, testosterone induced increases in myogenin observed in the
presence of PI3K inhibitor were unable to restore the differentiation/hypertrophy impinged
by the PI3K inhibitor alone. Therefore, suggesting that myogenin was not the main
mechanism of action in testosterone-induced increases in hypertrophy. Overall however,
absolute levels of myogenin were severely reduced in PD vs. CON cells with testosterone
unable to rescue absolute myogenin expression levels in the cells that display atrophic
phenotypes (PD’s) to those observed in untreated control cells. Thus, perhaps highlighting
myogenins more pertinent role in differentiation (not hypertrophy) as testosterone was
unable to restore absolute levels of myogenin and corresponding myotube numbers in PD
cells vs. untreated control levels. Although, as discussed above, testosterone was able to

improve myotube diameter i.e. hypertrophy.

In addition to this, testosterone increased mTOR expression in CON cells at 77 days,
previously testosterone has been shown to increase mTOR phosphorylation in both L6 rat
[22] and in C.C.. [23] myoblasts. Indeed, mTOR mRNA expression in CON cells was
increased in the presence of testosterone plus PI3K inhibitor (LY), perhaps suggesting an
important role for testosterone in increasing mTOR independently of PI3K/Akt.
Furthermore, White and colleagues [23] also observed increases in mTOR phosphorylation
with incremental doses of T in C.C,. cells, independently of Akt activation. However, mTOR
expression was not increased in PD cells in the presence of testosterone alone or in

combination with the PI3K inhibitor suggesting impaired mTOR transcript expression in
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response to exogenous testosterone in the atrophic, reduced differentiation phenotype PD vs.

control cells. Previously, in our labs we have observed reduced IGF-I transcript expression

with corresponding reductions in Akt phosphorylation in PD myoblasts [7]. As Akt is

upstream of mTOR this suggests Akt may be involved the reduction of mTOR observed

between CON and PD myoblasts basally at 7 days. However, activity of mTOR was not

directly assessed in the present study and warrants further investigation.

In agreement with the present study where mTOR expression in CON cells was
increased in the presence of testosterone plus PI3K inhibitor (LY) (albeit mRNA expression
and not protein activity), other studies have shown that mTOR activation can occur via
signals independent of canonical IGF-I/Akt, via a pathway involving phospholipase D,
phosphatidic acid and a downstream regulator Rheb (ras homologue enriched brain) [58-
61]. Redd 2 may also be important in inhibiting mTOR via the tuberous sclerosis 1 (TSC1)
and 2 (TSC2) complex [62]. As mTOR mRNA expression is increased in CON vs. PD cells,
testosterone increases mTOR expression in CON cells which is blunted in PD cells at 7 days,
and mTOR transcript expression is still increased with testosterone even the presence of
PI3K/Akt inhibitor it begs the question as to the role of testosterone in regulating
phospholipase D, phosphatidic acid, Rheb and Redd2 and their subsequent interaction with
mTOR. Especially in light of recent data where following mechanical overload Reddz2 is
reduced to enable mTOR to initiate p70S6K activity, which is involved in protein synthesis
and hypertrophy, a process that is impaired in the elderly [63].

Myostatin is a negative regulator of muscle mass in many species [64-67]. There is
evidence indicating that myostatin inhibits satellite cell activation, proliferation, and
differentiation [55, 68, 69], possibly mediated through perturbation of Akt and mTOR
signalling [49]. Therefore reductions in myostatin, as previously observed with testosterone
administration [69], can enhance muscle mass regulation in muscle wasting diseases such as
cachexia and sarcopenia [70-72]. Interestingly, in the current study myostatin mRNA
expression was reduced in myoblasts that have basally impaired hypertrophy (PD cells)
when administered with testosterone with corresponding increases in myotube hypertrophy.
The reduction in myostatin mRNA expression at 7 days with T treatment was accompanied
by increases in myogenin mRNA expression in PD cells, which is supported recent literature
highlighting myostatin’s role for inhibiting myogenic differentiation [49, 73, 74]. Despite
this, testosterone did not return absolute levels of myostatin expression to the low levels
observed in the control cells. These observations suggest that although testosterone may
reduce myostatin expression, it is not entirely responsible for the improved hypertrophy

observed in the atrophic phenotype cells. Furthermore, the PI3K inhibitor (LY) alone also
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substantially reduced myostatin expression where there is a distinct lack of differentiation
and hypertrophy. This is in contrast to recent studies where there was a reduction in the
activity of Akt observed in the presence of exogenous myostatin in human myoblasts [49].
Therefore, if myostatin was reduced, PI3K/Akt activity may be expected to increase.
Although inhibition of PI3K in the present study makes it difficult to compare with the

aforementioned study, this phenomenon requires further investigation in the current model.

It is important to note the potential effect of T breakdown which may occur within
the cell culture media as the steroidgenic enzymes 5-a reductase and aromatase are critical
in converting T to dihydrotestosterone (DHT) and estradiol respectively [75, 76]. Therefore,
knowing if T is the active steroid compound stimulating hypertrophy in the current model is
a limiting factor. Future studies may address the impact of other steroid hormones such as

DHT in rescuing impaired differentiation and hypertrophy via the PI3K/Akt pathway.
5. Conclusion

In the present study exogenous testosterone was able to increase hypertrophy in myoblasts
with reduced differentiation potential (PD cells) to a similar magnitude as the control cells.
Testosterone induced myotube hypertrophy was mediated via the PI3K/Akt pathway, where
inhibition of this pathway in the presence of testosterone rendered the hormone unable to
exhibit its potent influence on myotube hypertrophy in phenotypically atrophic (PD) and
hypertrophic control (CON) cells Testosterone-induced hypertrophy was also accompanied
by increased myonuclear accretionin both cell types, with corresponding increases in
myogenin expression. Furthermore, blunted mTOR expression was observed in response to
exogenous testosterone administration in atrophic myotubes (PD) vs. control (CON)
myotubes. Myostatin expression was reduced in the presence of testosterone in atrophic cells
only. Overall, administration of testosterone shows strong potential to enhance hypertrophy

in a previously atrophic cell type via the PI3K/Akt pathway.

16


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960076013000769

SUBMITTED VERSION ONLY'- There will be errors in this manuscript version in comparison with
the final published version available in J Steriod Biochem Mol Bol at: Link.

Acknowledgements

The laboratory work was carried out within the Stem Cells, Ageing & Molecular Physiology
(SCAMP) Unit, Research Institute for Sport and Exercise Sciences (RISES), School of Sport
and Exercise Sciences, Liverpool John Moores University, Tom Reilly Building, Byrom

Street, Liverpool, UK and the MCMPRG, Bedford, UK. The manuscript was prepared within
SCAMP, RISES, LJMU.

17


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960076013000769

SUBMITTED VERSION ONLY'- There will be errors in this manuscript version in comparison with
the final published version available in J Steriod Biochem Mol Bol at: Link.

References

1. Donohoe CL, Ryan AM, Reynolds JV. Cancer Cachexia: Mechanisms and Clinical
Implications. Gastroenterol Res Pract (2011) doi: 10.1155/2011/601434.

2. Dudgeon WD, Philips KD, Carson JA, Brewer RB, Durstine JL, et al. Counteracting muscle
wasting in HIV-infected individuals. Trends Immunol (2006) 25: 4-7.

3. Hasselgren PO, Menconi MJ, Fareed MU, Yang H, Wei W, et al. Novel aspects on the
regulation of muscle wasting in sepsis. Int J Biochem Cell Biol (2005) 37: 2156-68.

4. Conraads VM, Hoymans VY, Vrints CJ. Heart failure and Cachexia: Insights offered from
molecular biology. Front Biosci (2008) 13: 325-335.

5. Saini A, Faulkner S, Al-Shanti N, Stewart C. Powerful signals for weak muscles. Ageing Res
Rev (2009) 8: 251-267.

6. Cruz-Jentoft AJ, Landi F, Topkinkova E, Michel JP. Understanding sarcopenia as a
geriatric syndrome. Curr Opin Clin Nutr Metab Care (2010) 13: 1-7.

7. Sharples AP, Al-Shanti N, Lewis MP, Stewart CE. Reduction of myoblast differentiation
following multiple population doublings in mouse C(2)C(12) cells: A model to
investigate ageing? J Cell Biochem (2011) 112: 3773-3785.

8. Tisdale MJ. Cancer Cachexia. Physiol Review (2009) 81: 381-440.

9. Russ DW, Lanza IR. The impact of old age on skeletal muscle energetic: supply and
demand. Curr Aging Sci (2011) 4: 234-47.

10. Rantanen T, Harris T, Leveille SG, Visser M, Foley D, et al. Muscle strength and body
mass index as long-term predictors of mortality in initially healthy men. J Gerontol A
Biol Sci Med Sci (2000) 55: 168-73.

11. Deans C, Wigmore SJ. Systemic inflammation, cachexia and prognosis in patients with
cancer. Curr Opin Clin Nutr Metab Care (2005) 8: 256-9.

12. Dillon EL, Basra G, Horstman AM, Casperson SL, Randolph KM, et al. Cancer cachexia
and anabolic interventions: a case report. J Cachexia Sarcopenia Muscle (2012) 3: 253-
263.

13. Muscaritoli M, Bossola M, Aversa Z, Bellantone R, Rossi Fanelli F. Prevention and
treatment of cancer cachexia: new insights into an old problem. Eur J Cancer (2006) 42:

31-41.

14. Argiles JM, Busquets S, Garcia-Martinez C, Lopez-Soriano FJ. Mediators involved in the
cancer anorexia-cachexia syndrome: past, present and future. Nutrition (2005) 21: 977-
85.

15. Brodsky IG, Balagopal P, Nair KS. Effects of testosterone replacemen on muscle mass and
muscle protein synthesis in hypogonadal men-a clinical research center study. The
Journal of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism (1996) 81: 3469-3475.

18


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960076013000769

SUBMITTED VERSION ONLY'- There will be errors in this manuscript version in comparison with

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

the final published version available in J Steriod Biochem Mol Bol at: Link.

Sheffield-Moore M, Urban RJ, Wolfe SE, Jiang J, Catlin DH, et al. Short-term
oxandrolone administration stimulates net muscle protein synthesis in young men. The
Journal of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism (1999) 84: 2705-2711.

Bashin S, Storer TW, Javanbakht M, Berman N, Yarasheski KE, et al. Testosterone
replacement and resistance exercise in HIV-infected men with weight loss and low
testosterone levels. JAMA (2000) 283: 763-70.

Casaburi R, Bashin S, Cosentino L, Porszasz J, Somfay A, et al. Effects of testosrerone
and resistance training in men with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Am J Respir
Crit Care Med (2004) 170: 870-8.

Ferrando A, Sheffield-Moore M, Yeckel C, Gilkison C, Jiang J, et al. Testosterone
administration to older men improves muscle function: Molecular and physiological
mechanisms. American Journal of Physiology Endocrinology and Metabolism (2002)
282: E601-E607.

Sattler F, Bashin S, Hue J, Chou C, Castenada-Sceppa C, et al. Testosterone threshold
levels and lean tissue mass targets needed to ehance skeletal muscle strength and
function: The HORMA trial. Journal of Gerontology: Medical Sciences (2011) 66A(1):
122-129.

Serra C, Tangherlini F, Rudy S, Lee D, Toraldo G, et al. Testosterone improves the
regeneration of old and young mouse skeletal muscle. J Gerontol A Biol Sci Med Sci
(2013) 68: 17-26.

Wu Y, Bauman WA, Blitzer RD, Cardozo C. Testosterone-induced hypertrophy of L6
myoblasts is dependant upon erk and mTOR. Biochemical and Biophysical Research
Communications (2010) 400: 679-683.

White JP, Gao S, Puppa MJ, Sato S, Welle SL, et al. Testosterone regulation of
Akt/mTORC1/FoxO3a signalling in skeletal muscle. Mol Cell. Endocrinol (2012) 365:
174-186.

Mauro A. Satellite cell of skeletal muscle fibers. J Biophys Biochem Cytol (1961) 9: 493-
495.

Hawke TJ, Garry DJ. Myogenic satellite cells: Physiology to molecular biology. J Appl
Physiol (2001) 91: 534-551.

Sharples AP, Player DJ, Martin NR, Mudera V, Stewart CE, Lewis MP. Modelling in-vivo
skeletal muscle ageing in-vitro using three dimensional bioengineered constructs. Aging
Cell (2012) 11: 986-96.

Sharples AP, Al-Shanti N, Stewart CE. C2 and C2C12 murine skeletal muscle myoblast
models of atrophic and hypertrophic potential: relevance to disease and ageing? J Cell
Physiol (2010) 225: 240-250.

Degens H, Always SE. Skeletal muscle function and hypertrophy are diminished in old
age. Muscle Nerve (2003) 27: 339-347.

Morse CI, Thom JM, Mian OS, Muirhead A, Birch KM, et al. Muscle strength, volume
and activation following 12-month resistance training in 70-year old males. Eur J Appl
Physiol (2005) 95: 197-204.

19


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960076013000769

SUBMITTED VERSION ONLY'- There will be errors in this manuscript version in comparison with

the final published version available in J Steriod Biochem Mol Bol at: Link.

30. Bruunsgaard H, Andersen-Ranberg K, Hjelmborg JB, Pedersen BK, Jeune B. Elevated

31.

32.

33-

34.

35-

36.

37

38.

39-

40.

41.

42.

43

levels of tumour necrosis factor alpha and mortality in centenarians. Am J Med (2003)
115: 278-283.

Bruunsgaard H, Ladelund S, Pedersen AN, Schroll M, Jorgensen T, et al. Predicting death
from tumour necrosis factor alpha and interleukin-6 in 80-year old people. Clin Exp
Immunol (2003) 132: 24-31.

Lees SJ, Zwetsloot KA, Booth FW. Muscle precursor cells isolated from aged rats exhibit
an increased TNF-alpha response. Aging Cell (2009) 8: 26-35.

Bigot A, Jacquemin V, Debacq-Chainiaux F, Butler-Browne G, Toussaint O, et al.
Replicative aging down-regulates the myogenic regulatory factors in human myoblasts.
Biol Cell (2008) 100: 189-199.

Pietrangelo T, Puglielli C, Mancinelli R, Beccafico S, Fano G, et al. Molecular basis of the
myogenic profile of aged human skeletal muscle satellite cells during differentiation.
Exp Gerontol (2009) 44: 523-531.

Beccafico S, Riuzzi F, Puglielli C, Mancinelli R, Fulle S, et al. Human muscle satellite cells
show age-related differential expression of S100B protein and RAGE. Age (Dordr)
(2011) 33(4): 523-41.

Cuthbertson D, Smith K, Babraj J, Leese G, Waddell T, et al. Anabolic signaling deficits
underlie amino acid resistance of wasting, aging muscle. Faseb J (2005) 19: 422-424.

Léger B, Derave W, De Bock K, Hespel P, Russell AP. Human sarcopenia reveals an
increase in SOCS-3 and myostatin and a reduced efficiency of Akt phosphorylation.
Rejuvenation Res (2008) 11(1): 163-175B.

Bodine SC, Stitt TN, Gonzalez M, Kline WO, Stover GL, Bauerlein R, Zlotchenko E,
Scrmgeour A, Lawrence JC, Glass DJ, Yancopoulos GD. Akt/mTOR pathway is a crucial
regulator of skeletal muscle hypertrophy and can prevent muscle atrophy in vivo. Nat
Cell Biol (2001) 3: 1014—-1019.

Yaffe D, Saxel O. Serial passaging and differentiation of myogenic cells isolated from
dystrophic mouse muscle. Nature (1977) 270: 725-727.

Blau HM, Pavlath GK, Hardeman EC, Chiu CP, Silberstein L, et al. Plasticity of the
differentiated state. Science (1985) 230: 758-766.

Al-Shanti N, Faulkner SH, Saini A, Loram I, Stewart CE. A semi-automated programme
for tracking myoblast migration following mechanical damage: Manipulation by
chemical inhibitors. Cell Physiol Biochem (2011) 27(6): 625-36.

Coolican SA, Samuel DS, Ewton DZ, McWade FJ, Florini JR. The mitogenic and
myogenic actions of insulin-like growth factors utilize distanct signalling pathways. The
Journal of Biological Chemistry (1997) 272(10): 6653-6662.

. Frost RA, Huber D, Pruznak A, Lang CH. Regulation of REDD1 by insulin-like growth
factor-I in skeletal muscle and myotubes. J Cell Biochem (2009) 108(5): 1192-202.

20


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960076013000769

SUBMITTED VERSION ONLY'- There will be errors in this manuscript version in comparison with

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

the final published version available in J Steriod Biochem Mol Bol at: Link.

Lee W. Insulin-like growth factor-I induced androgen receptor activation is mediated by
the PI3/Akt pathway in C2C12 skeletal muscle cells. Molecules and Cells (2009) 28(5):

495-499.

Li BG, Hasselgren PO, Fang CH. Insulin-like growth factor-I inhibits dexamethasone-
induced proteolysis in cultured L6 myotubes through PI3K/Akt/GSK-3beta and
PI3K/Akt/mTOR-dependent mechanisms. Int J Biochem Cell Biol (2005) 37(10): 2207-
16.

Zeng XQ, Zhang CM, Tong ML, Chi X, Li XL, et al. Knockdown of NYGGF4 increases
glucose transport in C2C12 mice skeletal myocytes by activation IRS-1/PI3K/AKT
insulin pathway. J Bioenerg Biomemb (2012) 44(3): 351-5.

Schmittgen TD, Livak KJ. Analyzing real-time PCR data by the comparative C(T)
method. Nat Protoc (2008) 3(6): 1101-8.

Stevenson EJ, Koncarevic A, Giresi PG, Jackman RW, Kandarian SC. Transcriptional
profile of a myotube starvation model of atrophy. J Appl Physiol (2005) 98: 1396-1406.

Trendelenburg AU, Meyer A, Rohner D, Boyle J, Hatakeyama S, et al. Myostatin reduces
Akt/TORC1/p70S6K signaling, inhibiting myoblast differentiation and myotube size.
American Journal of Physiology Cell Physiology (2009) 296: C1258-C1270.

Lee D. Androgen receptor enhances myogenin expression and accelerates differentiation.
Biochemical and Biophysical Research Communications (2002) 294(2): 408-413.

51. Wannenes F, Caprio M, Gatta L, Fabbri A, Bonini S, et al. Androgen receptor expression

52.

53

54.

55-

56.

during C2C12 skeletal muscle cell line differentiation. Molecular and Cellular
Endocrinology (2008) 292: 11-19.

Sinha-Hikim I, Roth SM, Lee MI, Bhasin S. Testosterone induced muscle hypertrophy
is associated with an increase in satellite cell number in healthy, young men. Am J
Physiol Endocrinol Metab (2003) 285: E197—E205.

Singh R, Artaza JN, Taylor WE, Gonzalez-Cadavid NF, Bashin S. Androgens stimulate

myogenic differentiation and inhibit adipogenesis in C3H 10T1/2 pluripotent cells
through an androgen receptor-mediated pathway. Endocrinology (2003) 144: 5081-
5088.

Singh R, Bashin S, Braga M, Artaza JN, Pervin, S, et al. Regulation of myogenic
differentiation by androgens: Cross talk between androgen receptor/2-Catenin and
follistatin/transforming growth factor-2 signaling pathways. Endocrinology (2009)
150: 1259-1268.

Sinha-Hikim I, Cornford M, Gaytan H, Lee ML, Bhasin S. Effects of testosterone
supplementation on skeletal muscle fiber hypertrophy and satellite cells in
community dwelling, older men. J Clin Endocrinol Metab (2006) 91: 3024—3033.

Serra C, Bashin S, Tangherlini F, Barton ER, Ganno M, et al. The role of GH and IGF-I

in mediating anabolic effects of testosterone on androgen-responsive muscle.
Endocrinology (2011) 152: 193-206.

21


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960076013000769

SUBMITTED VERSION ONLY'- There will be errors in this manuscript version in comparison with

57-

58.

59-.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

the final published version available in J Steriod Biochem Mol Bol at: Link.

Kovacheva EL, Hikim AMS, Shen R, Shinha I, Sinha-Hikim I. Testosterone
supplementation reverses sarcopenia in aging through regulation of myostatin, c-jun
NH, Terminal kinase, notch, and Akt signaling pathways. Endocrinology (2010) 151:
628-638.

Hornberger TA, Chu WK, Mak YW, et al. The role of phospholipase D and phosphatidic
acid in the mechanical activation of mTOR signaling in skeletal muscle. Proc Natl Acad
Sci (2006) 103: 4741—4746.

Sun Y, Bilan PJ, Liu Z, Klip A. Rab8A and Rab13 are activated by insulin and regulate
GLUT4 translocation in muscle cells. Proc Natl Acad Sci (2010) 107: 19909-19914.

Anthony JC, Yoshizawa F, Anthony TG, et al. Leucine stimulates translation initiation in
skeletal muscle of postabsorptive rats via a rapamycin-sensitive pathway. J Nutr (2000)

130:2413—2419.

Anthony JC, Anthony TG, Kimball SR, et al. Orally administered leucine stimulates
protein synthesis in skeletal muscle of post absorptive rats in association with increased
elF4F formation. J Nutr (2000) 130:139—-145.

DeYoung MP, Horak P, Sofer A, et al. Hypoxia regulates TSC1/2-mTOR signaling and
tumor suppression through REDD1-mediated 14-3-3 shuttling. Genes Dev (2008) 22:

239—251.

Drummond MJ, Miyazaki M, Dreyer HC, Pennings B, Dhanani S, et al. Expression of
growth-related genes in young and older human skeletal muscle following an acute
stimulation of protein synthesis. J Appl Physiol (2009) 106: 1403-1411.

McPherron AC, Lawler AM, Lee SJ. Regulation of skeletal muscle mass in mice by a new
TGF-beta superfamily member. Nature (1997) 387: 83-90.

McPherron AC, Lee SJ. Double muscling in cattle due to mutations in the myostatin
gene. Proc Natl Acad Sci (1997) 94: 12457-61.

Schuelke M, Wagner KR, Stolz LE, Hubner C, et al. Myostatin mutation associated with
gross muscle hypertrophy in a child. N Engl J Med (2004) 350: 2682-8.

67. Joulia-Ekaza D, Cabello G. Myostatin regulation of muscle development: molecular basis,

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

natural mutations, physiopathological aspects. Exp Cell Res (2006) 312(13): 2401-14.

Wagner KR, Liu X, Chang X, Allen RE. Muscle regeneration in the prolonged absence of
myostatin. Proc Natl Acad Sci (2005) 102(7): 2519-24.

Kawada S, Okuno M, Ishii N. Testosterone causes the decrease in the content of skeletal
muscle myostatin. International Journal of Sport and Health Science (2006) 4: 44-48.

Siriett V, Platt L, Salerno MS, Ling N, et al. Prolonged absence of myostatin reduces
sarcopenia. J Cell Physiol (2006) 209(3): 866-73.

Siriett V, Salerno MS, Berry C, Nicholas G, et al. Antagonism of myostatin enhances
muscle regeneration during sarcopenia. Mol Ther (2007) 15(8): 1463-70.

Liu CM, Yang Z, Liu CW, Wang R, Tien P, et al. Myostatin antisense RNA-mediated
muscle growth in normal and cancer cachexia mice. Gene Ther (2008) 15: 155-60.

22


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960076013000769

SUBMITTED VERSION ONLY'- There will be errors in this manuscript version in comparison with
the final published version available in J Steriod Biochem Mol Bol at: Link.

73. Gao F, Kishida T, Ejima A, Gojo S, Mazda O. Myostatin acts as an autocrine/paracrine
negative regulator in myoblast differentiation from human induced pluripotent stem
cells. Biochem Biophys Res Commun (2013) 431: 309-314.

74. McFarlane C, Hui GZ, Amanda WZ, Lau HY, Lokireddy S, et al. Human myostatin
negatively regulates human myoblast growth and differentiation. Am J Physiol Cell
Physiol (2011) 301: C195-203.

75. Luu-The V, & Labrie F. The intracrine sex steroid biosynthesis pathways. Progress in
Brain Research (2010) 181: 177-192.

76. Vandenput L, & Ohlsson C. Sex steroid metabolism in the regulation of bone health in
men. Journal of Steroid Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (2010) 121: 582-588.

23


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960076013000769

SUBMITTED VERSION ONLY'- There will be errors in this manuscript version in comparison with
the final published version available in J Steriod Biochem Mol Bol at: Link.

Table 1. Primer sequences for genes of interest.

Gene Primer Sequence (5°-3”) Ref. Sequence Number ~ Amplicon Length (op)  GC% Content
Myostatin ~ F: NM_010834 194 36.3
TACTCCGAATAGAAGCCATAA
45
R: GTAGCGTGATAACGTCATC
mTOR F: NM_020009 190 47.6
CACTCCACTATCCTGTTACCT
55.5
R: GAGATCCTTGGCACACCT
Myogenin ~ F:CCAACTGAGATTGTCTGTC NM_031189 173 47.3
R: GGTGTTAGCCTTATGTGAAT 40
RP-11B F:GGTCAGAAGGGAACTTGTGG NM_153798.1 197 50
TAT
444

R:GCATCATTAAATGGAGTAGC
GTC
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Figure 1.

CON+ LY

Fig. 1. Representative light microscope images (10x magnification) of treatments (DMSO, T, LY, T + LY) exposed to the CON cell type after 72 h and 7
days.
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Figure 2.

Fig. 2. Representative light microscope images (10x magnification) of treatments (DMSO, T, LY, T + LY) to population doubled cells after 72 h and 7 days.
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Figure 3.
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Fig. 3. The effect of T-stimulus on CON and PD cells on various morphology variables after
72 h and 7 days exposure. (A) The effect of T-stimulus on mean myotube diameter for CON
and PD cells after 72 h exposure. *Reduced mean myotube diameter between CON and PD
cells (P<0.01). **T-stimulus significantly increased mean myotube diameter in CON cells vs.
non-treated CON and PD (P <o0.01). Dash line represents magnitude change in mean
myotube diameter with T-stimulus, similar in magnitude for both CON (+21%) and PD
(+25%) cells. A similar pattern was observed at 7 days (CON +20%; PD +23%). (B) The
changes in mean nuclei per myotube at 72 h and 7 days with and without exogenous T
administration. *T significantly increased mean nuclei per myotube in CON (+24%; P <
0.001) cells after 72 h and 7 days (+25%; P<0.001) exposure vs. non-treated cells. **T-
treatment in PD cells increased mean nuclei per myotube after 72 h (+22%; P = 0.033) and 7
days exposure (+25%; P<0.001). (C) Myotube number is attenuated when LY is co-incubated
with T at 7 days. *The presence of LY significantly reduced the effect of T on myotube
diameter (P < 0.05) in CON cells. **A similar effect was observed in PD cells (P < 0.05). / =
Myotube diameter significantly reduced in PD vs. CON cells, similar to that observed at 72 h
(see Fig. 2A) (P < 0.05). Dash line represents magnitude change in mean myotube diameter
with T-stimulus, similar in both CON (+20%) and PD (+23%) cells. It appears that T’s action
on myotube hypertrophy requires the activity of the PI3K/Akt pathway in both cell types. (D)
The effect of T and LY treatment on myotube number in CON and PD cells at 7 days. *T-
treated CON cells significantly exhibited a greater number of myotubes compared to non-
treated cells (P<0.05). **The addition of LY alone and in the presence of T significantly
reduced the number of myotubes compared to T-treated CON cells (P<0.05). ***In PD cells,
LY alone significantly reduced myotube number (P<0.01) at 7 days, with all other treatments
showed no significant effects.
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Figure 4.
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Fig. 4. The effect of T and LY treatment on myonuclear accretion in CON (A) and PD (B)
cells after 7 days exposure. T-treatment significantly increased the percentage of myotubes
expressing 5+ nuclei in both cell types (P < 0.05). LY alone reduced the percentage of 5+
nucleated myotubes back to baseline levels in both cell types. T in the presence of PI3K
inhibitor (LY) was unable to to restore the number of 5+ nucleated myotubes to the levels

induced by T alone.
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Figure 5.
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Fig. 5. The effect of T-stimulus on mRNA expression of myogenin (A), mTOR (B) and
myostatin (C) in CON and PD cells. (A) The effect of T-stimulus on myogenin mRNA
expression levels after 72 h exposure. *T-stimulus significantly increased myogenin
expression in CON and PD cells compared to non-treated cells (P < 0.05). **The presence of
LY with T treatment significantly attenuated T’s effect in CON cells (P < 0.05). ***T exposure
continued to increase myogenin mRNA in PD cells after 7 days culture, even in the presence
of LY (P < 0.05). B) Changes in mTOR mRNA expression with the various treatments to
CON and PD cells after 7 days culture. *CON + T and **CON + T + LY significantly increased
mTOR expression vs. CON untreated cells (P < 0.05). ***There was a significant difference
in mTOR expression between CON + LY and CON + T + LY (P < 0.001). Additionally there
was a significant difference in mTOR expression between untreated CON and PD cells in 7
days culture. There were no changes in PD cells with the same treatments at either time
points. (C) The effect of T-stimulus on myostatin mRNA expression after 7 days exposure. *T
significantly reduced myostatin expression in the PD treated cells after 7 days (P < 0.01).
**LY alone significantly reduced myostatin levels (P < 0.01) at 72 h and 7 days. / = Plus with
the addition of T to LY, this reduction was heightened (P < 0.01) compared to non-treated
PD cells._Basal PD cells had significantly elevated myostatin mRNA levels at 7 days vs.
parental controls (P < 0.001).
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