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Introduction

In the UK, adults have the right tomarry from the age of 18. They can decide
when and who they want to marry, if they want to get married at alt.

A forced marriage i s where people don:¢
pressured to get married even tfhlpugh t
understand what a marriage is, for example because of a learning disability.

And i f one of the people getting marri
marriage even if there is no pressure and the parents agre®.

And that is why forced marriageis different from arranged marriage. In an
arranged marriage, the people who are getting married agre¢o have their

marri age arranged, and they agree who
They also have the freedom and choice to end the arrangement at appint.?
I n a forced marriage, peoplleoftdemmaret hav

pressured to get married and do not give free and full consent.

Forced marriage is illegal in the UK. It is a crime and people can go to prison
for it.* A forced marrigge protection order can protect a person threatened
with or in a forced marriage®

But forced marriage still happens. In 2022, around 300 people asked the
UK Forced Marriage Unit for advice. Approximately 30% of the cases
involved children® The International Labour Organisation, Walk Free and the
International Organization for Migration estimated that at least 22 million
people were in a forced marriage worldwide in 2021. 41% of them were
children and 87% of all children who were forced intomarriage were girls!

It is common for there to be multiple perpetrators involved in a forced
marriage. They can be male and female family members, friends and
members of the community.

1Schedule 1HuAebhi Bl ghi12, Act 1998

2Arti clAemsloXxlifadviBeur , Crime and Policing Act 2014

3Chi | dWhiante ,i fc youeére beiéenng forced into marriage

4Ar t i clAen-8lo2li,a l Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014
SPartFa&mi,ly Law Act 1996

6Foreign, Commonwealth & DevelFopment MAf fri ae eca nfd2iOH oJiena®fi fsit ¢ e
2023) .

Il nternational Labour Organisation, Wal Kk GFobel aBdtl mabeenabf
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/12/contents/enacted
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/crime-law/forced-marriage/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/12/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/27/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2022/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2022#:~:text=Of%20the%20cases%20in%20which,victims%20with%20mental%20capacity%20concerns
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---ipec/documents/publication/wcms_854733.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---ipec/documents/publication/wcms_854733.pdf

Even though forced marriages are more common in some communities tha
others, they happen to people of any colour, ethnicity, culture, religion, and
nationality. For example, people at risk of forced marriage can come from
Bangladesh, India, Iraq, Kenya, Pakistan, Romania and Somalia. They can be
Christian, Hindu, JewishMuslim, or Sikh® But not every member of those
communities experiences forced marriage and all major religions are against
the practice.

Forced marriages can happen for many reasons, for example because people

are worried about family reputation and horour. Many people also still try

to justify forced marriage as part of their traditions and beliefs and think that

it is their obligation to comply. And forced marriages can happen because

people want to pay off a family debt or ensure what they consider tde a
better future for their children; bec
have relationships or sex before marri
their child being gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendet.

Forced mar r i agleadthamnealthgand abusiveeelationships.

But they can have a negative effect ol
and welkbeing, on their education and career, and on their social lifé>. When

a person is sold to their future spouse, forced marriagean be an institution

or practise similar to slavery. Forced marriage can be a form of modern

slavery when a person cannot refuse or leave the marriage, for example
because of violence, coercion, threats, and/ or abuse of powét.

To protect human rights, we are all responsible to learn about forced

marriage and to challenge it. And that is why we made this comic. We want
the comic to be used to educate young teenagers about forced marriage
and to empower them to become allies of those at risk or already
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2022/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2022#:~:text=Of%20the%20cases%20in%20which,victims%20with%20mental%20capacity%20concerns
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jip.1602#pane-pcw-references
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jip.1602#pane-pcw-references
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jip.1602#pane-pcw-references
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jip.1602#pane-pcw-references
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-05640-6
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-05640-6
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/supplementary-convention-abolition-slavery-slave-trade-and
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/supplementary-convention-abolition-slavery-slave-trade-and
https://slavefreetoday.org/journal_of_modern_slavery/v7i2a3-Forced-Marriage-and-Modern-Slavery-Analysing-Marriage-as-a-Choiceless-Choice.pdf
https://slavefreetoday.org/journal_of_modern_slavery/v7i2a3-Forced-Marriage-and-Modern-Slavery-Analysing-Marriage-as-a-Choiceless-Choice.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2022.2096366

experiencing forced marriage. We hope that it helps to build communities
where people who care about each other look out for their loved ones.

The stories in this comic show examples of different types, causes and
consequences of forced marriage and focusropossibilities for resistance
and intervention. They are informed by true stories, academic research, and
the expertise of Hannah Baumeister (Lecturer in Law), Alex Carabine
(Research AssistantHelen McCabgAssociate Professor in Political Theojy
Catherine Kirk (Relationship and Sex Education Consultgrifarma Nirvana
(especially Rowena Fletcheand the Survivor Ambassadors Savera UK
(especially Afrah Qassimand Savera UK YouthRuth Gangneux and PSHE
Ambassador s of Nott i n gdereth Ar&j] Aliyahe Ac
Bahkressa, Dakota Berry, Yasmin Duri, Mansi Hirani, Sidrah Hussain,
Mialouise Nunn, and Sabiyah Rani), and Anja Koermer and students from
Childwall Sports and Science Academy (Sonny Aiken, Mia Bradshaw, Michael
Danson, and Valentina Gehevski) also helped to create the comic. The
comic is the artistic creation of Emma Brown from Touch the Sun. The project
Is funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (Project Reference:
AH/X004325/1 ) More information about it can be found at
https://drawingon.blog/.

If you want to talk about forced marriage or need help, contact:

Childline (if you are a young person): call 0800 111
Forced Marriage Unit: call 020 7008 0151, email fmu@fcdo.gov.uk
Karma Nirvana: call 0800 5999 247, Monday - Friday 9 am- 5 pm;
email support@karmanirvana.org.uk

1 The police: call 999 in an emergency situationgall 101 if it is not an
emergency

1 SaveraUK: call 0800 107 0726, Monday - Friday 10 ama 4 pm
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https://drawingon.blog/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-right-to-choose-government-guidance-on-forced-marriage
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FX004325%2F1




I'D
LIKE TO
MEET SOMEONE
WHO IS TALL,
SMART AND
FUNNY

SOMEONE
I CAN
TRUST

SOMEONE
WHO GETS
ME

I
WANT TO
FIND MY

SOULMATE,
AUNTY

SOMEBODY
WHO'S KIND

SOMEBODY
WHO'S
CARING

I'LL

{  FIND THE
| RIGHT PERSON
FOR YOU




NOT BRING
SHAME UPON

MUST MARRY
HER

YOU'VE SAID
NO THREE TIMES NOW.
yOU HAVE TO SAY YES

TO SOMEONE
NO,

NOT THAT
ONE

I WILL
DO AS YOU
WISH

{ EVERYTHING I
EVER WANTED IN A
PARTNER, AND
MORE

I'™M
GETTING
BAD VIBES FROM
HER,

WHAT AUNTY

IS YOUR
DECISION?
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SO, AND
ARRANGED FORCED MARRIAGE 1S
MARRIAGE 1S WHEN WHEN A PERSON DOES NOT
A PERSON ASKS SOMEONE ELSE, FOR EXAMPLE A HAVE A CHOICE
FAMILY MEMBER OR A MATCHMAKER,
TO FIND A PARTNER

FOR THEM THEY ARE

EXPECTED OR PRESSURED TO
GET MARRIED EVEN IF THEY DON'T

WANT TO. THEY CAN'T
BUT THEY WILL SAY NO

ONLY GET MARRIED IF THEY AGREE.
THEY CAN SAY NO
AT ANY TIME

THE MATAKE
‘ Si=an nEgy 0

THE WHEF/




THEY
sAY MY
FUTURE HUSBANPD
WILL BE MY EYES IN
THE WORLP

AND THEY
HAVE A POINT, RIGHT? IT MAKES ‘ £ adii 4
RRIAGE IS NOTHING TO BE SENSE TO GET MARRIED | BE A BURDEN FOR \/ Iowe
| THEM. THEY'VE
AFRAID OF SO THAT MY FUTURE j MY PARENTS

3 | Vf FOREVER PONE 50 MUCH
HUSBAND CAN L\ e \ ” i
HELP ME 5N ‘ _— |\

. SAY IT DOESN'T
MATTER THAT
I'M 16...

- Z \ AND
WHO 1S RESPECTED e < . WY | MY FUTURE HUSBAND
IN THE COMMUNITY s d \
WOULD TAKE
CARE OF




THIS
WILL BE
YOU SOON,
AZEDAH
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WE'VE NOTICED
YOU'RE NOT WORKING

AT YOUR USUAL RATE. YOU NEED :
TO SPEAK TO THE PASTORAL  /

TEAM ABOUT THIS.
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FANCIES YOU,
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SHUT UP! \ﬂ

| HE FANCIES AZEDAH! |

AZEDAH?

\_ LEAVING

; AUNT

SALLY IS
JUsT
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I1JusT !
WANT TO FOCUS |
* ON SCHOOL AND
MAYBE GO TO

UNI AFTER

THAT'S
OK. MARRIAGE =7 ‘ ',
CAN WAIT. YOU'RE -
STILL YOUNG
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AND NOW
THAT YOU'VE
FINISHED YOUR

EDUCATION
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CONGRATULATIONS!!







