TRAINERS
SNEAKERS
KICKS+WEBS
STRIDES+SOLES
CREPS+BEATERS
TRABS+TRAINEES

Whatever you call your

footlwear, there is a
particular tribe who are
obsessive about theirs.
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How the 1980
Tennis chal
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Trainers and especially adidas trainers have been

a staple of Terrace Casual culture since the late
1970’s.The look, originating on the football terraces

of Merseyside, is a result of lads travelling around the
continent, following the success of Liverpool Football
Club during the European Cup.They would bring back
all manner of sportswear and little-known designer
labels, including Fila and Sergio Tacchini tracksuits to
match with their adidas Trimm Trab’s and SLs.These
young football fans were no longer wearing their team
colours but instead re-appropriated these branded
sports items which started a new fashion style.The
Casual scene was born - becoming a phenomena in
menswear fashion - a legacy that is still visible today.

Dave Hewitson, author, owner of 80s Casuals, and an
authority on the start of Casual Culture. He takes time
out to talk to us in his own words, and takes us back to
1981 and his hunt for the adidas Grand Slam.

1981

The Summer riots including those in Liverpool’s Toxteth,
fuelled by police tensions plus societal and economic
issues led to the proposed abandoning and ‘'managed
decline’ of Liverpool by the Tory government. Alithough the
advice of ‘decline’ never materialised as such, fimes were
going to be tough on Merseyside.The recession and the
constant closure of industry sectors led to unemployment
figures hitting more than 2.5 million in Britain, with
approximately 6000 people joining the dole queue daily.
These figures increased year on year until hitting a peak
of over 3 million by 1986.

Remembering this period as a time when 9 O’Levels
were usually needed to gain a place in University, the
only alternative for school leavers on Merseyside was
the uncertainty in the jolbbs market and a period of
claiming dole or attending a YOP [Youth Opportunities
Programme] scheme.The Dole or Supplementary Benefit
for school leavers was £12.95 per week. On reaching

18 that would go up to £16.35. Not even enough for a
decent pair of fraining shoes or ‘frainees’ as we called
them. Samba and Stan Smith being £20 in the few sports
shops that sold trainers for sport. Remember the early 80s
were when sports shops actually sold sporting goods for
playing sport in. No one was supposed to wear trainees
on the streets or terraces of Anfield or Goodison.

@sole_magazine

adidas SAMBA adidas MAMBA
By 1981 | was seftled into my second year of a four year
apprenticeship at a local printers. My wages had risen

in February from £29 to €35, so | had been fortunate
enough to have been able to afford a season ticket af
Anfield and keep up with the latest trends, namely adidas
trainers and the forever changing jeans, that would be 'in’
then ‘out’ a month later. There was a lot going on in the
World but there was a form of escapism and refuge in the
way of Football, Music and Fashion.

Football

Liverpool’s average league affendances throughout
the 1980s were always mid 30,000s, even though the
capacity was 45,000, which actually made it possible to
stroll up to Anfield on the day of a game and pay cash
to get in. So fans would pick and choose games if and
when they could afford it.

Music

A second coming of Liverpool sounds began to hit the
charts by the late 70s, early 80s, as a post-punk scene
centred around Eric’s club in Liverpool had artists
emerging such as Echo and The Bunnymen, The Teardrop
Explodes, The Mighty Wah! OMD and Deaf School to
name a few. It was always possible to see some great
acts in the numerous venues showcasing the local talent.

Fashion

Liverpool teenagers had become obsessed with fashion
by the end of the 70s. No one wanted to dress like their
parents or elder brothers in their flared jeans and fly-away
collared shirts. A burgeoning new style had worked its
way into the wardrobe of the local youth and the terraces
of Anfield and Goodison became the catwalk of these
young models.

adidas BAMBA adidas KICK

By the 80s adidas training shoes had become the
essential part of any match day uniform.The UK sports
shops had limited stock of the cheaper adidas with
prices not exceeding £20. Mamba and Samba were
stocked for the five-a-side football enthusiast and then
Stan Smith was the main choice for any tennis players.
Besides a few other styles for tennis and badminton it was
thought the UK customer would be unwilling to pay over
£20 for a pair of trainers.

No one was supposed
to wear Trainees on the
Streets or Terraces of
Anfield or Goodison.

Little did we realise that other countries in Europe had
tons of adidas styles to choose from with prices up to £35
a pair.As 1980 drew to a close, adidas Comfort had been
spofted. With its stand out velcro straps and blue stripes,
a pair of ‘Strapovers’ became the must have Christmas
showpiece. Although probably purchased on a frip
abroad, the local sports stores had been inundated

with requests for the shoe and were soon able to stock
their shelves.

If any year characterised the start of a national sub-
culture, it would be 1981.The wearing of adidas trainers
became integral to the new fashion being showcased
around the country by the travelling scousers.They
stood out as much as the latest wedge hairstyle. As
there was limited adidas availability in the UK, a pair

of trainers from abroad would have added cache

in the one up-manship stakes.The Trimm-Trab trainer
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has become iconic and has legendary status among
Casuals. In April of ‘81 at least 2000 16-25 year olds
tfravelled via the subsidised travel company, Transalpino,
to Munich in Germany to see Liverpool take on the
German champions but many would also be scouring
the Bavarian capital for sports shops selling the symbol
of Casual Culture.The Trimm-Trab would become Wade
Smith'’s biggest seller when opening in 1982 with football
fans travelling from all over the country to get their hands
on a pair.

So April 1981 had seen the Trimm-Trab venture their way
back to Merseyside with the travelling fans but another
trip was now in the planning stage for the European Cup
Final in Paris, | had made up my mind that the adidas
Grand Slam would be on my shopping list having seen
a couple of pairs on the streets around Anfield.There
was something appealing about the peg system in

the heel. It was something that had never been seen

these were revolutionary...

before. If the velcro straps on the adidas Comfort had
been an amazing invention, these were revolutionary. As
| was to find out with the leaflet that was included with
the trainers, each coloured peg varied in weight and
density.The tennis player or scally could change the peg
colours for comfort and cushioning depending on their
own weight.The tfechnology apparently worked during
tests before production but the actual removal of the
pegs was too awkward for anyone to be that bothered
once youd seen how cool the red, white and blue looked
anyway. German tennis legend Steffi Graf wore the
frainers in her early career, winning gold at the 1984 LA
Olympics in a pair and even she can be seen playing in
the shoes with three different coloured pegs.The Grand
Slam had a March 1981 release and so would be quite
scarce on the ferraces of Blighty, whereas the Trimm-Trab

wais first released in Germany in 1975 and were already
becoming quite ubiquitous locally.

Our journey for the illustrious trainees began at Lime
Street, Liverpool and would take in the Parisian delights
of the Champs-Elysées looking for sports stores before
heading down to Basle, Switzerland to cross the border
info Germany. Liverpool met Real Madrid in Paris fo
become Champions of Europe. Being 18 years old | was
pretty confident in the Reds ability o get fo this Final and
fogether with a mate had booked a cheap ‘getaway’
with a fravel agent in February.

‘Find a pair of adidas
Grand Slam’ day.

Monday to Friday in ‘Gay Paree’ as the song said. We hit
the French capital by Monday affernoon, setting up stall
in the Pigalle area.Tuesday was designated ‘find a pair of
adidas Grand Slam’ day.

We awoke, hungover and headed out into the Spring
sunshine. Although the sun was shining the day would
be a 'wash-out’ as far as purchasing said trainers. | don't
remember seeing many sports shops although we did
find a Kickers store and duly bought a pair I'd not seen
before or since for that matter.

Peter Hooton of The Farm had a similar idea and recalled
scouring the city for The adidas Centre’, hed been

told about, only to realise years later it probably didn’t
exist.The confused looks on French faces when asking
directions may have been a giveaway.

As we couldn’t find any decent sports shops we therefore
made the brave decision to fravel down, on the Thursday,
fo Basle in Switzerland as England were playing a World
Cup Quadlifier against their Swiss hosts on the Friday. We
could take in the game and pop across the border to
Germany, the home of adidas, to purchase the Grand
Slam.The brave part of the tfrip would be taking in the
England game. Not many scousers followed England
and as this was a time of violent inter-club rivalry, standing
amongst hundreds of cockneys was a daunting thought.

Liverpool duly won the Cup and after a night of revelry we
set off on our five hour trip to the land of Toblerone.

We came away from the England game un-scathed,
having bunked into the stands where we were
accompanied by the well behaved England Supporters
Club, which can’t be said for those on the ferraces who
spent a good hour fighting amongst themselves after
Switzerlond had taken the lead.The Swiss eventually won

2-1 and | thought, what do we have to go through just fo
get a pair of adidas? After the game hundreds of bikes
got wrecked as the England fans rampaged their way
back into town.

Before heading home on the Friday we had time to cross
the border into Weil am Rhein.The closest German city.
The first sports shop had just what | needed.The Grand
Slam were excitedly purchased whilst the mate got
some Grand Prix. He struck lucky when paying as the
shopkeeper thought he was paying in French Francs
but he paid in Swiss Francs therefore getting his pair for
a third of the price. Around £10. My Grand Slam cost £35
which was a weeks wages for me at the time but we
thought nothing of spending whatever we needed for
some quality and kudos.

The trainers themselves were made of kangaroo leather.
Something the Diadora Borg Elite were famous for.

The vamp, which is the upper front was perforated for
ventilation along with the ‘air shaft’ tongue. Each peg was
of a different density for shock absorption, which could
be changed depending on the sports persons weight.

If any year characterised
the start of a national sub-
culture, it would be 1981.

The Casual Culture in the early 1980s would be
dominated by adidas trainers and sportswear which
would also be brought back from trips abroad. It would
spread across the UK and have a major impact on the
high street and fashion in general. Independent sports
shops would open in every city as retailers fed the ever
growing demand. In the 70s there would be three or four
sports shops in most cities, but as the 80s unfolded more
and more were opening up as the Culture spread. By the
mid 80s most adults would have a pair of fraining shoes
in their wardrobe even though they didn’t play sport.
Casuals infroduced sportswear onto the high street. By
the end of the 80s, designer brands such as Prada and
Hugo Boss had ‘cottoned on’ to this new fashion and
would also start producing training shoes and sportswear
for every day wear. Streetwear and Athleisure had been
invented by some young scallies who wanted a new pair
of adidas before anyone else. Along with the Trimm-Trab,
the adidas Grand Slam had a major influence in the
direction the Culture was heading.They were scarce and
expensive but ultimately cool and desirable.
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The adidas
Vario shock-
absorphon system

absorption so important in the
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