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Abstract 
The school library is the hub around which teaching and learning in primary and secondary schools revolve. The 

school library provides the academic environment and information resources needed for effective and efficient 

teaching and learning. The status of school development in South-East, Nigeria is of pressing issue with far-

reaching implication for teaching and learning. Despite the National Policy on Education’s emphasis on functional 

school libraries, many primary and secondary schools lack libraries or have poorly resourced ones.  The study 

covered the role of school library in the development of a child’s education, the state of school library 

infrastructure in the schools in the zone, the services and resources of the school libraries, their funding patterns 

and the challenges that inhibit the school library development in the zone. It revealed that the development of 

school libraries in South-East, Nigeria is slow, with its attendant poor infrastructure, inadequate findings, lack of 

trained personnel, non-compliance with national educational policies, limited access to resources, management 

by non-professional librarians, and absence of dedicated library time, and render usage. The implications for 

teaching and learning were significant with potential consequences on students’ academic performance, reading 

habit and poor teaching effectiveness. 
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Introduction 

The commencement of democratic 

governance in Nigeria since 1999 and its 

various programmes towards the 

advancement of quality and qualitative 

education to Nigerian children is common 

place. Not only have governments in 

Nigeria (Federal, State and Local) 

persistently seen education as the biggest 

legacy to bequeath to society, but also have 

made concerted efforts towards its 

improvement through training and 

retraining of teachers. It is yet to be seen 

whether the efforts in the improvement of 

primary and secondary education are 

matched with the development of school 

libraries. School library is the most 

important infrastructure that vigorously 

sustains teaching and learning in schools 

by inculcating reading habits in pupils, 

encouraging independent reading and 

research, and fostering love for books and 

knowledge (Line, 2011). 

In South-East Nigeria, it is difficult 

to ascertain the current status of school 

library development and their impact on 

teaching and learning when viewed against 

the backdrop of non-existing empirical 

study in this regard. Just recently, the Imo 

State government introduced free and 

compulsory primary and secondary 

education in the state. Similar progammes 

to improve teaching and learning in schools 

are also observed in Abia, Ebonyi, 

Anambra, Enugu and Imo States. However, 

it is yet to be seen whether the programmes 

by the various state governments in South 

Eastern Nigeria, geared towards improving 

the quality of primary and secondary 

education in the zone is matched with 

corresponding programmes for the 

development of school library 

infrastructure (Ekechukwu, 2017). The 

school library plays a vital role in the 

educational system, serving as a hub for 

information, research and innovation. It 

provides students and teachers with access 

to a wide range of resources, opportunities 

to develop critical thinking, problem-

solving and information literacy skills. 

However, many primary and secondary 

schools in South-East lack functional 
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libraries, which significantly impacts 

teaching and learning (Esan, 2022). Studies 

have shown that school libraries are 

essential for students’ academic 

achievement, reading habits and teaching 

(Oduagwu and Oduagwu, 2013; Amogu, 

2024; Nse, 2024). 

The strength of this research lies in 

its ability and capacity to reveal the current 

status of school library development in the 

South-East, Nigeria and show its 

implications on teaching and learning in 

schools in the zone. 

 

Statement of the problem 

For many years especially beginning from 

the 1980s till date, there have been repeated 

cases of many children drop out of schools, 

large scale examination failures at external 

examinations like West African 

Examinations Council (WAEC), National 

Examinations Council (NECO) and the 

like, poor reading habit among pupils, 

decreasing quality of primary and 

secondary school standard, decrease for 

love of learning, lack of desire for 

knowledge and alarming increase in child-

related crimes in the zone. Again, in spite 

of training and retraining of teachers 

annually through sandwich and other 

distant learning programmes, yet teaching 

and learning in primary and secondary 

schools in South-East, Nigeria remain 

unsatisfactory especially in the public 

schools. This is where library facilities that 

nurture, enhance and sustain quality 

teaching and learning like school libraries 

become quite imperative. However, there is 

hardly any empirical study that has 

explored the current status of school library 

development in South-East, Nigeria vis-a-

vis their impact on teaching and learning in 

primary and secondary schools in the zone. 

This is the yawning gap this research will 

fill at the end. 

 

Objectives of the study 

The main objective of this study is to reveal 

the current status of school libraries in 

South-East, Nigeria and the implications 

for teaching and learning. The specific 

objectives are to: 

1. Ascertain the role of school 

libraries in the development of 

the child's education in the 

South-East Nigeria; 

2. Reveal the state of school 

library infrastructure in the 

schools in the zone; 

3. Examine the library services 

and resources that are meant to 

nourish teaching and learning in 

the schools in the zone; 

4. Determine the funding patterns 

for the school libraries; and 

5. Investigate the challenges that 

inhibit school library 

development in   the zone, and 

make recommendations for 

improvement. 

 

Literature review 

The school library is where a student can 

master the skill of reading acquired from 

the classroom and also learn to know the 

extent and depth of knowledge. If our 

today’s educational system is to achieve its 

desired result, then school library is very 

necessary. According to Schiller (2016), it 

is the hub and axis on which the intellectual 

life of the school revolves and portrays an 

intellectual force in respect of its 

contributions in the area of acquisition, 

retention and extension of student’s 

knowledge, especially in the context of the 

area of the school curriculum. 

The position occupied by school 

library in the society today which is an 

enviable one, makes it possible for it to 

acquire all kinds of materials to satisfy the 

needs of its users (Kazy, 2016). These 

materials they acquire range from print to 

non-print materials. In acquiring this 

collection, such requirements as to the 

background, readings, cultural 

developments, out-of-school interest, 

opportunities and the provision of teaching 

aids, audio-visual materials should be taken 
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into cognizance. The excellence of a 

school’s educational programme is largely 

dependent upon and greatly influenced by 

the quality of its library services. A school 

library is the nerve centre and life blood of 

a schools teaching and learning activities 

(Kelly, 2014). Nwosu (2014) opines that 

school library plays an active role in 

schools by contributing and implementing 

ideas, opening up of minds, firing the 

imagination, releasing the break of 

ignorance and reinforcing the dynamism of 

progress. 

Another role of school library, 

according to Cooke (2016), is that of 

achieving the aims and objectives of 

education, depositing of wisdom and a 

central service of information. This is the 

reason Ballar (2015) and Oyetola and 

Gboyega (2020) opine that the school 

library has an active role in providing 

instructional materials to enrich the 

curriculum, supplements the textbooks, 

gives pupils unlimited opportunity for 

learning and keeps teachers and students 

up-to-date on new social, economic and 

scientific developments. Nwigbo (2016) 

contends that school libraries also provide 

an opportunity for pupils to learn how to 

use reference and study materials to have 

the background to be continuing users of 

libraries after formal education. 

In spite of the very important roles 

which the school library plays in the 

teaching and learning in the primary and 

secondary school in Nigeria, it is surprising 

that the development of school libraries 

suffers a lot of challenges. According to 

Mberima (2015), Gbadamosi (2021) and, 

Ojeniyi, et al. (2022), such problems are 

lack of equipment and furniture, lack of 

fund, lack of personnel, inadequate material 

resources etc. He continued by saying that 

one pressing problem of school library 

development in Nigeria is that of human 

resources. Lindelof (2014) maintains that 

all the activities of any organization are 

initiated and determined by the persons 

who make up the enterprise. No 

organization can exist without the human 

element because these are the people who 

make things happen in an organization 

through the use of material resources to 

provide services. In addition to the above 

problem, there is lack of interest among the 

so-called teacher-librarians in managing 

school libraries. Hence, Wilson (2014) says 

that any school library without an interested 

teacher-librarian, one whose love of books 

and enthusiasm for the library is transmitted 

to the students will fall sadly below 

expectations in the same way that beautiful 

classroom and excellent textbooks are 

lifeless without a capable teacher. 

 

Area of study and educational zones 

The South-East, Nigeria is one of the six 

geopolitical zones of Nigeria. It comprises 

five states – Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, 

Enugu and Imo. Although the smallest 

geopolitical zone, it contributes greatly to 

the Nigerian economy due to oil and gas 

revives doing with the growing economy. 

The zone has a population of about 36 

million people, around the 18% of the total 

population of the country. 

(https.en.an.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast).

The states have the following education 

zones: 

 
Table 1: Educational zones in the South-East geopolitical zones 

Abia Anambra Ebonyi Enugu Imo 

Aba Aguata Abakaliki Agbani Okigwe 

Ohafia Awka Onuehe Awgu Orlu 

Umuahia Ihiala Afikpo Enugu Owerri   

 Nnewi  Nsukka  

 Ogidi  Obollo-Afor  

 Onitsha  Udi  
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Methods 

The study employed a mixed-methods 

approach, combining both quantitative and 

qualitative research methods to investigate 

the status of school library Development in 

South-East, Nigeria. Survey research 

design approach was used to gather data 

from a representative sample of the schools 

in the zone. Data collection involved the 

use of questionnaire and observation 

methods. Observation checklist was made 

to ascertain the adequacy of infrastructure 

and resources. Research assistants (Heads 

of Classes) were used to distribute and 

collect the copies of the questionnaire. 

Mean values were used to analyze data 

from the research objectives, using the 

four-point Likert rating scale. The study 

area spans all the five states in the South 

East zone in Nigeria. They include Abia, 

Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo states. 

The study covered public primary and 

secondary schools in the zone. Educational 

zones in each of the states were sampled 

proportionately to determine the number of 

primary and secondary schools studied, 

using Cochran’s formula. Data collected 

were analyzed using mean scores. The 

decision rule is based on grand mean. Any 

mean score above the grand mean is 

considered agreed, and any mean score 

below the grand mean is considered 

disagreed. The schools selected for this stud 

have libraries. According to FME (2021), 

Omooba’ Adedola (2022) and SUBEB 

(2022) records of schools studied. the 

population of the study is 13,036 primary 

schools and 7998 secondary schools, and 

the latest student population for primary 

schools is approximately 4, 895,850 pupils 

and 1,405625 secondary students in the 

2021/2022 academic session. 

 
Table 2: Sample of the study 

S/N States No. of schools selected per 

state 

No. of respondents 

selected per school 

Total respondents 

per state 

1 Abia 20 15 300 

2 Anambra 20 30 600 

3 Ebonyi 20 15 300 

4 Enugu 20 30 600 

5 Imo 20 15 300 

 Total 100  2100 

 

Results 

Out of 2100 copies of the questionnaire 

distributed, 2088 were returned. However, 

from the 2088 returned, only 2052 (98%) 

were found useful and used for data 

analysis. 

 

Objective 1: To ascertain the roles of 

school libraries in the development of the 

child's education in South-East, Nigeria  

 

Table 3: Roles of school libraries in child’s development 

S/N Statements of roles SA A D SD x̄ Decision 

1 The school library strengthens reading skills 1200 600 150 102 3.41 Agree 

2 It provides life-long learning for a child  1005 695 198 154 3.34 Agree 

3 It fosters critical thinking  1254 546 117 135 3.42 Agree 

4 It fosters a love for learning 968 732 180 172 3.21 Disagree 

5 The library enhances a child’s research skills 948 752 188 164 3.21 Disagree 

6 It helps a child in developing literacy skills 1174 595 144 139 3.36 Agree 

 Grand mean      = 3.30       

SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly Disagree 

 



With a grand mean value of 2.91, the 

respondents indicated the role of school 

libraries in child’s development in the 

following items on Table 3: the school 

library strengthens reading skills (x̄ = 3.41); 

it provides lifelong learning for a child (x̄ = 

3.34), it fosters critical thinking (x̄ = 3.42); 

it fosters a love for learning (x̄ = 3.21); the 

library enhances a child’s research skills (x̄ 

= 3.12); it helps a child in developing 

literacy skills (x̄ = 3.36). From the analysis, 

the number of respondents that agreed on 

Table 3 is more than the ones that 

disagreed. It can therefore be said that there 

is a strong agreement that the role of school 

library and child’s development in Nigeria 

is very important and needful. 

 

Objective 2: To reveal the state of school 

library infrastructure in the schools in the 

zone. 

 
Table 4: School library Infrastructure 

S/N Statements on library Infrastructure SA A D SD x̄ Decision 

1 My school library has a comfortable and quiet study 

area 

1129 657 164 102 3.37 Agree 

2 The library’s physical space as well maintained and 

clean 

1026 718 205 103 3.29 Agree 

3 The library has sufficient shelving and storage for 

books and material 

102 226 739 985 1.72 Disagree 

4 The library’s seating capacity is adequate for users 103 246 780 923 1.77 Disagree 

5 The library’s technology is up-to-date and well-

maintained 

109 146 599 1198 1.59 Disagree 

6 The library offers online resources and databases 96 160 665 1131 1.62 Disagree 

 Grand mean = 2.22       

SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly Disagree 

 

With a grand mean value of 2.22, in 

relationship with school library 

infrastructure on Table 4. My school library 

has a comfortable and quiet study area (x̄ = 

3.37), the library’s physical space is well 

maintained and clean (x̄ = 3.29), the library 

has sufficient shelving and storage for 

books and materials (x̄ = 1.72); the library’s 

technology is up-to-date and well 

maintained (x̄ = 1.59), the library offers 

online resources and databases (1.62). 

From the analysis, the number of agreed or 

negative responses are more than the ones 

that disagreed. It can be deduced that school 

library infrastructure has no correlation 

with teaching and learning in primary and 

secondary schools in the zone studied. The 

infrastructure can be said to be inadequate. 

 

Objective 3a: To examine the library 

services that are meant to nourish teaching 

and learning in the schools in the zone 

 
Table 5: School library services 

S/N Statements on library services SA A D SD x̄ Decision 

1 My school library provides helpful assistance with 

research and information needs 

1069 702 181 100 3.33 

 

Agree 

2 The library offers guidance in finding and evaluating 

information 

103 197 722 1030 1.69 Disagree 

3 The library provides access to relevant and up-to-date 

information resources 

94 222 745 991 1.71 Disagree 

4 The library offers instruction on information literacy and 

research skills 

98 238 784 932 1.75 Disagree 

5 The library collaborates with teachers to support 

curriculum-related learning 

104 151 601 1196 1.59 Disagree 

6 The library provides resources and services  that support 

student learning outcome  

98 158 666 1130 1.61 Disagree 

7 The library’s resources and services are accessible to all 

students and teachers 

991 745 222 94 3.28 Agree 

 Grand mean = 2.13       

SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly Disagree 

 



With a grand mean value of 2.13, the 

respondents responded that school library 

services has the following; my school 

library provides helpful assistance with 

research and information needs (x̄ = 3.33), 

the library offers guidance in finding and 

evaluating information (x̄ = 1.69), the 

library provides access the relevant and up-

to-date information resources (x̄ = 1.71), 

the library offers instruction on information 

literacy and research skills (x̄ = 1.75), the 

library collaborates with teachers to support 

curriculum – related learning (x̄ = 1.59), the 

library provides services that supported 

student learning outcome (x̄ = 1.61), the 

library’s services are accessible to all 

students and teacher (x̄ = 3.28).From the 

analysis, it can be seen that the number of 

agreed responses on Table 5 are more than 

the ones that disagreed. It can therefore, be 

said that there is agreement among the 

respondents that the services are not 

satisfactory and do not nourish teaching and 

learning in the schools in South-Eastern 

Zone in Nigeria. 

 

Objective 3b: To examine the library 

resources that meant to nourish teaching 

and learning in the schools in the zone 

 
 

Table 6: School library resources 

S/N Statements on library resources SA A D SD x̄ Decision 

1 The library’s available resources are accessible to users 107 151 671 1123 1.75 Agree 

2 The quality of the information resources as satisfactory 112 140 555 1245 1.57 Disagree 

3 The availability of the information resources is sufficient 

from students’ needs 

102 170 630 1150 1.62 Disagree 

4 The library provides access to relevant digital resources 121 141 603 1187 1.60 Disagree 

5 The information resources provided are relevant and up-

to-date 

90 246 78 936 1.63 Disagree 

6 The information resources are well organized and 

processed. 

109 171 713 1059 1.67 Agree 

 Grand mean = 1.64       

SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly Disagree 

 

With a grand mean value of 1.64, the 

responses of the respondents on the above 

construct variables reveal as follows; the 

information resources provided are relevant 

and up-to-date (x̄ = 1.63), the quality of the 

information resources is satisfactory (x̄ = 

1.57), the availability of the information 

resources is sufficient on student’s needs (x̄ 

= 1.62), the library provides access to 

relevant digital resources (x̄ = 1.60) the 

library available resources are accessible to 

users (x̄ = 163), the information resources 

are well organized and processed (x̄ = 

1.67).From the analysis, it can be seen that 

the number of items that the respondents 

agreed on is less than number that disagreed 

Therefore, the school libraries’ resources 

are not adequate and can limit a child’s 

academic development in the schools in the 

zone studied. 

 

Objective four: To determine the funding 

patterns for the school libraries. 

With a grand mean of 2.23 as 

revealed in Table 7, the responses of the 

respondents of funding patterns are as 

follow; the school library receives adequate 

funding from the parent organization (x̄= 

1.69), the library receives sufficient finding 

from the school administration (x̄ = 1.73), 

the school library relies heavily on external 

funding sources such as grants, donations (x̄ 

= 1.77), the school library’s budget is 

allocated effectively to support learning 

and teaching (x̄ = 3.34), increased funding 

would enable the school library to better 

support students learning and research (x̄ = 

3.34).From the analysis, it can be seen that 

the number of disagree is more than the 

number agree responses, meaning that 

school libraries in the zone studied are 

grossly underfunded. 

 

Objective five: To investigate the 

challenges that inhibit school library 

development in the zone 

With a grand mean  of 3.63 as 

shown in Table 8, the responses of the 

respondents on the challenges, constitutes 

the following responses; the school library 
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services are not encouraging (x̄= 3.63), our 

school library lacks adequate personnel to 

manage it (x̄= 3.63), our school library does 

not have professional librarians (x̄= 3.87), 

the infrastructure in our school library is 

inadequate (x̄ = 3.87), the school library has 

limited access to relevant and up-to-date 

resources (x̄ = 3.03); the school library 

services are not satisfactory (x̄= 3.63).From 

the analysis, it can be seen that the number 

of agreed responses on Table 8 are more 

than those that disagreed. It can therefore, 

be said that school libraries zone studied 

face enormous challenges that inhibit their 

role in the development of the child, and 

this has implications for teaching and 

learning. 

 
Table 7: Funding patterns 

S/N Statements on funding patterns SA A D SD x̄ Decision 

1 The school library receives adequate funding from the 

pavement 

109 181 738 1024 169 Disagree 

2 The library receives sufficient funding from the school 

administration 

117 201 751 983 173 Disagree 

3 The school library relies heavily on external funding 

sources such as grants, donations 

125 211 789 927 177 Disagree 

4 The school library’s budget is allocated regularly to 

support learning and teaching 

109 141 509 1293 1.54 Disagree 

5 Funding constraints inhibit the school library’s ability to 

provide resources and services 

1087 693 161 111 3.34 Agree 

6 Increased funding would enable the school library to 

better support student learning. 

1098 674 161 119 3.34 Agree 

 Grand mean =  2.23       

SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly Disagree  

 
Table 8: Challenges facing school libraries in child’s development 

S/N Statements on challenges SA A D SD x̄ Decision 

1 My school library services are not satisfactory 1301 690 35 28 3.59 Disagree 

2 My school library lacks adequate personnel to manage it 1411 591 28 22 3.65 Agree 

3 My school library does not have professional librarians 1402 594 33 23 3.64 Agree 

4 The infrastructure in my school library is inadequate 1379 605 41 27 3.62 Agree 

5 The school library has limited access to relevant and up-to-

date resources 

1366 620 55 11 3. 62 Agree 

6 Inadequate funding is a major challenge for my school 

library 

1382 616 30 24 3.63 Agree 

 Grand mean    = 3.62       

SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly Disagree  
 

Discussion 

The discussion of findings of this study was 

based on the analysis of data from the 

research. 

The study revealed that the school libraries 

play very significant and crucial roles in the 

child’s educational development. This can 

be seen on Table 3 that majority of the 

respondents agreed that the school library 

contributes immensely to the educational 

growth of a child. This finding agrees with 

the view of Line (2011) and Kelly (2014) 

that the school library is the most important 

infrastructure that vigorously sustains the 

educational growth of a child in the primary 

and secondary schools in South-East 

geopolitical zone of Nigeria. 

On the nature of school library 

infrastructure in the schools studied in 

South-East, Nigeria, it was found out on 

Table 4 that mean scores of a majority of 

the questionnaire items were below the 

grand mean, revealing a concerning trend 

regarding the school library infrastructure. 

This finding collaborates the findings with 

Oduagwu and Oduagwu (2013), and 
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Amogu (2024) whose works reveal that 

school library infrastructure in South-East, 

Nigeria appears inadequate, potentially 

limiting access to conducive learning 

environment. Those who agreed that their 

school libraries’ infrastructure is adequate 

in terms of comfortable study area and 

clean physical spaces are the very few that 

their communities renovated, as was 

observed. 

The state of school library services 

in South-East, Nigeria is a pressing issue, 

judging from the outcome of data analysis 

on Table 5. Almost all the mean scores of 

the questionnaire items fell below the grand 

mean. This shows that the respondents were 

not satisfied with the services the school 

libraries render and this has profound 

implications for teaching and learning. This 

finding confirms the findings of Enang and 

Okwu (2021) who found out that many 

school libraries, if functional, do not 

provide satisfactory services that promote 

reading and literacy. So, the school library 

services seem to be falling below 

expectation. 

The findings of the study on Table 6 

show that the respondents disagreed that the 

school library resources are adequate and 

sufficient to meet their academic needs in 

terms of the ability to access relevant 

information and conduct research. These 

findings are in line with those of 

Gbadamosi (2011) and Oduagwu and 

Oduagwu (2013) who revealed in their 

works that school library resources are 

outdated and not relevant in this age of 

digital technology. 

The funding pattern for the school 

libraries in South-East, Nigeria seem to be 

insufficient, resulting in limited resources, 

outdated material, and inadequate staffing 

and infrastructure. The findings in Table 7 

reveal that the mean scores of the majority 

of the questionnaire items are below the 

grand mean. So the respondents disagreed 

that the funding patterns are adequate. This 

finding collaborates the works of Nse 

(2024) and Esan (2022) who found out that 

school libraries in Nigeria face significant 

finding constraints, resulting in limited 

access to digital resources, outdated 

textbooks and shortage of trained librarians. 

The findings of this study on Table 8 reveal 

the responses on the challenges that school 

libraries in South-East, Nigeria face in the 

development of the child. The findings 

showed that all except one of the six 

questionnaire items fell below the grand 

men, which reveal that the school libraries 

indeed are inhibited in carrying out their 

functions of developing the child. The 

findings confirm the findings of the works 

of Esan and Akpohonor (2021), Gbadamosi 

(2011) and Ojeniyi, etal (2022) that the 

school libraries in Nigeria, including South-

East, face a lot of daunting challenges in the 

discharge of their duties in the development 

of the child. These challenges impede the 

availability of relevant resources, limit the 

provision of inclusive services, prevent the 

hiring of trained personnel, do not promote 

reading, lead to inadequate infrastructure. 

Overall, many of the schools do not have 

libraries, let alone functional ones.  

 

The implications for teaching and 

learning 

The school libraries in South-East play very 

significant roles in the development of the 

child, especially in promoting reading 

habits, supporting academic success, 

developing critical thinking and 

encouraging life-long learning. In spite of 

the relevance of the school libraries, there 

are enormous challenges hindering them 

from performing their functions effectively 

and efficiently. These challenges have 

implications for teaching and learning. 

Limited resources and services can 

hinder teachers’ ability to design engaging 

lesson plans, impede curriculum 

development and restrict students’ access to 

relevant information, resulting to low 

academic achievement and impacting on 

future academic prospects. Inadequate 

school libraries can impede students’ 

ability to develop the skills and knowledge 
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necessary to succeed in a competitive 

academic world. Development of critical 

thinking skills and conducting research are 

adversely affected, both for teaching 

learning. 

Another implication of inadequate 

school libraries is that students struggle 

with information literacy. They may not 

develop the skills needed for findings, 

evaluating and using information 

effectively. The students may face 

academic retardation in future. 

 

Conclusion 

Overall, the importance of the school 

library in the development of the child has 

been revealed in the study and cannot be 

overemphasized. However, the study has 

exposed the inadequate and the 

backwardness of school libraries in the 

South-East Nigeria, as a result of the 

challenges they face. To fully realize the 

potentials of school libraries, it is important 

and essential to address the challenges they 

encounter. This can be addressed by 

relevant stakeholders, such as the 

government, Friends of the Library, Parent-

Teacher Association, Old Students’ 

Association, investing heavily on funding 

the school libraries so that infrastructural 

facilities, resources, services and hiring of 

trained and professional personnel can 

tremendously improve. By recognizing the 

important of school libraries and addressing 

the challenges, supportive learning 

environment can be created that fosters 

cognitive, and emotional development of 

the child. This will result in shaping the 

minds of future generations. 

Following from the findings of this 

study, it is recommended that: 

1. State governments in the zone 

should fully appreciate the role 

school libraries play in the 

nurturing and sustaining quality 

and sound education of pupils 

and students, and support their 

funding. They should develop 

policy geared towards school 

library development 

2. Parents and guardians of 

students should assist in 

donating information resources 

to the libraries. They should 

encourage their children to use 

the library 

3. Friends of the library (FOL) and 

donor agencies that are 

interested in school libraries can 

organize fund raising activities 

to support the school libraries in 

the growth of education and 

development of the child. They 

can also donate reading material 

and provide infrastructure 

needed in the school libraries. 

4. Teachers should encourage the 

students to use the libraries 

frequently; give them 

assignments that require using 

the library resources and 

services. 

5. Old students’ associations and 

parent-teacher association can 

provide funds in hiring and 

paying library staff, where the 

number is inadequate. 

6. Librarians should be allowed to 

manage school libraries. This 

will help in the proper 

processing and organizing the 

library resources. 

 

Contribution to knowledge 

This study has been able reveal the status of 

school libraries in the South-East Zone of 

Nigeria. It has brought to the reader’s 

understanding that school libraries play 

very crucial roles in the development of the 

child in the zone studied, The paper has also 

been able to bring to our knowledge the 

difficult challenges that libraries in the 

Zone studied face, and the role different 

bodies can play in ameliorating these 

challenges. Furthermore, the implications 

for teaching and learning arising from the 
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findings of this study have been made 

known. 
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