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ABSTRACT

This thesis constitutes a new approach to the study of labour movement opposition
and resistance to Conservative Government policy and practice toward local
government in the 1980s. In contrast to previous analyses, for example, this
exploration of labour movement activity considers trade union involvement, does not
use artificial frameworks, such as New Urban Left, or evaluate subject matter against
a priori standards. Examination of the campaigns studied is undertaken within the
framework of society as a whole, so that the development of campaign practices and
conceptual principles, identified in relation to campaign aims of defending local
government services, jobs, and local democracy, are subjected to reciprocal processes
of interrogation.

This is achieved by examining events within an historical context, that begins with
the expansion of local service provision and employment in the 1960s, includes
retrenchment of the late 1970s and early 1980s, and concludes with labour movement
campaigns against rate capping in the mid-1980s. This period also includes: changes
in local democratic practice, in both constitutional and labour movement terms;
developments in the composition, organisation, and outlook of constitutive labour
movement bodies; and, labour movement responses to attempts to reduce public
expenditure, local government service provision, and local government employment.
The interrelations between these factors, changing socio-economic developments,
conceptual principles and practice within the labour movement, and government
policy and practice are all identified and explored as part of this thesis.

Similarly, an integral part of this process involves the consideration afforded to
interrelations between labour movement officers, leaders, activists, members, and the
broader populace; in terms of conceptual principles, the use and development of
labour movement structures, and democratic practice. Thus, by exploring the

‘nterrelations between the areas identified, as opposed to imposing dichotomous or

causalistic interpretations, the fate of the campaigns against rate capping are

explained.
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INTRODUCTION

This 1ntroductory chapter provides an outline of the research programme
undertaken, defines and explains the preferred means of theorising and critique used,
and details the structure of the thesis. To achieve these objectives the chapter 1s split
Into four sections entitled: Research Aims, Research Practice, Research Programme,
and, Thesis Development. Additional clarification of the epistemological approach,
informing this thesis, i1s provided in Appendices One and Two, under the respective
titles: Abstraction; and, Theoretical Processes. Reading of this chapter 1s theretfore
recommended in conjunction with, or at least in reference to, these Appendices.’

The first section, as its title suggests, outlines the final research aims and compares
them to those presented at the start of the programme. The similarly eponymous
second section outlines the conceptual parameters of the research programme and
practice and comprises three sub-sections. These are of a conceptual nature,
discussing: 'methodology’, 'practically reflexive theorising' and ''mmanent critique’.
Each discussion undertaken demonstrates the relevance ot these concepts to my
research practice, and form part of an on-going clarification of my epistemological
stand-point. The Research Programme section identifies the sources investigated,
describes how and why they were used, and thereby introduces the material which
fuels the modes of theorising and critique employed through out the thesis. This
section also includes a discussion of the problems encountered in the execution of the

research programme. Finally, an outline of the overall structure and therefore

development of the thesis is provided in the last section.

' Appendix One considers the epistemic significance of the formulation and use of abstractions 1n
theoretical and critical processes. The discussion is illustrated through references to the use and
understanding of abstraction that are evident or appropriate to the subject matter of this thesis.
Similarly, Appendix Two highlights the epistemic relevance of theoretical processes which rely on a
separation of theory and practice. The processes discussed, and illustrated in reference to particular
examples, relate to the dangers involved in the use of causal explanations, models, and frameworks as

means of theorising.




RESEARCH AIMS

This thesis examines campaigns mounted by sections of the British labour
movement to oppose and resist central government attempts to restrict local authority
spending and centralise governmental decision making in the 1980s. The labour
movement 1s therefore the primary focus of the thesis. In keeping with the
epistemological approach that informs this thesis, however, the campaigns and
associated labour movement activity are studied in the context of society as a whole,

as opposed to artificially constructed frameworks or models.

This approach was only partially developed when the original research aims were
formulated and presented; in line with registration requirements for the degree of
MPhil with transfer possibility to PhD. They were therefore presented in general
terms, and 1dentified three main objectives: to study, within the context of
developments 1n local government over the period 1960 to 1987, the campaigns
mounted against central financial restriction by Labour local authorities in the 1980s;
to 1dentify the nature and effects of trade union involvement, locally and nationally, in
the said campaigns; and, in explaining the reasons for the above, to assess the
consequences for the British labour movement 1n general.

Little qualitative difference exists between the final research aims and those
1dentified at the start of the research programme. If anything has changed 1t 1s that the
means of interrogating and explaining the events under study have become more
certain and more clearly defined. In other words, the final research aims reflect the
theoretical and epistemological development that accompanied, and was engendered
by, the research process. First of all, the campaigns and associated labour movement
activity are studied within the historical context 1960 to 1987, but not just 1n relation
to developments in local government. On the contrary, the developments experienced
by local government and the labour movement took place not only as a consequence
of their own interactions, but in the context of broader societal processes. Their
respective development should therefore be understood 1n this context.

Secondly, to avoid an application of external critique, a reciprocal evaluation of the
practice and conceptual principles of the campaign is undertaken. The conceptual
principles are indicated by the claim to be defending, jobs, services and local
democracy, but are not interpreted externally in relation to the values of the
researcher. On the contrary, they are defined in reference to historical practice, and
their development during the period studied recognised.

A further research aim 1s to be aware of and identify, where practicable, the impact
of and interaction between positions adopted by the various geographic and functional
strata evident in the structures, organisation, and practices of the labour movement;

especially those employed as part of the campaigns studied. In other words,




examination of the reciprocal interrelation and interaction between local, regional and
national structures and between activists, councillors, full-time officers, leadership,
membership, parliamentarians, and general public is also a research aim. The
essential difference between this thesis and other attempts at explanation, lies with its
rejection of causal, dichotomous or dualistic, and therefore external, interpretations of

the way these elements relate to and influence each other.

Approaches founded on causal, dichotomous or dualistic premises, for example,
fail to explore or recognise the interaction and interrelation between local and national
structures; whereby individuals are involved in both at the same time. The problems
encompassed by such approaches, and the means by which they are overcome, receive
detailed analysis 1n the Research Practice section of this chapter and also in
Appendices One and Two. They are also addressed as part of the main body of the
thesis.

Finally, one further research aim can be identified as a prerequisite, if superficiality
1s to be avoided in analysing the phenomena identified above. Namely, that the
analysis acknowledge and identify, the reciprocal interaction between those involved
in the labour movement and the 1deological forces pervading British society, during
the historical period studied.” Recognition of the development and influence of
theoretical perspectives over the period covered 1s therefore an integral part of this
thesis. The acceptance or rejection of such forces, their promotion as orthodoxy,
doctrine, or dogma, and their impact on the campaigns are constant themes running
through this thesis. Such analysis 1s, however, only possible where society itself
forms framework within which events are studied. The means by which these
epistemic research aims are fulfilled 1s explained as part of the Research Practice
section, whereas the realisation of broader research aims 1s addressed in the sections

entitled: Research Programme; and, Structure.

RESEARCH PRACTICE
This section identifies and explains the research practice adopted for this thesis and

the reasoning behind it. The task requires more than a mere description of research
methods employed, however, because such a limited exercise would be 1nadequate
and misieading. Research which seeks to identify the play of 1deological forces in
society should, for example, also acknowledge the influences exerted on the research

programme and on the presentation of 1its findings by: the value system(s) of the

2 In this context, and throughout this thesis, the term 'ideology’ refers to theoretical perspectives which,
as a consequence of separating theory and practice, fit Schrayer's description of: belief systems which
maintain their legitimacy despite the fact that they could not be validated if subjected to rational
discourse.[Held, 1980: 256] See, for example, the discussions of hypostatisation and theoretical

equivalence in Appendix One.




researcher; the dominant value system(s) of the society in which the researcher
operates; and, interactions between the two. As Horkheimer argues, there is no
objective reality upon which social theorists can reflect, because social theorists are
part of the societal process analysed.[Held, 1980: 191] The account and explanation
of research undertaken should therefore include details of the author's epistemological

and methodological understanding, of her/his approach to the question of academic
research, and of her/his value system(s) and truth claims.

This section identifies and explains how and why research can, without the
acknowledgement of the researcher, be influenced by dominant and other value
systems. For a comprehensive elucidation of the thinking that informs this thesis,
however, this introductory chapter needs to be read in conjunction with Appendices
One and Two. Read in such a fashion, the discussions serve to explain how and why
the impact of dominant value systems can affect the practice of research. They also
provide solutions to the problems discussed, and offer an insight into the value system
and truth claims brought to this thesis by the researcher.

To consider the manner in which the above problems can be 1dentified and
overcome, the section considers the practical relevance to this thesis of:
'methodology'; 'practically reflexive theorising'; and, ''mmanent critique'. Each
concept is discussed and explained in a separate sub-section. As was indicated above,
these sub-sections serve to demonstrate, the understanding and usage of the concepts
mentioned, their relevance to the research programme, and their implications for
research in general. Neither of the explanations should be viewed 1n 1solation,

however, as the discussions demonstrate how the interaction and interrelation of the

concepts form the basis through which the impact of 1deology can be overcome.

Methodology
Formulating a precise definition of the term 'Methodology' involves several

difficulties. These problems stem from the common practice of defining and using the
term in an ambiguous fashion. In this sub-section the causes of, and solutions to, the
problems which engender ambiguity are identified and explained. This 1s achieved by
providing specific examples of ambiguity, and by discussing and relating them to
academic and other forms of research. This process is important because 1t informs
the explanation of how theory and practice can be united as part of the research
process, and how the impact of value systems can be recognised and overcome.

The ambiguous nature of the term 'methodology' can be traced to a vanety of
sources. FEagleton, for example, considers all words ending in 'ology' to have
ambiguous meaning and usage.[1991: 63] Not only can such words be taken to mean

the study of a given phenomenon, but also: 'by a curious process of inversion "ology"




words end up meaning the phenomenon studied rather than a systematic knowledge of
it."[loc. cit.] Thus: 'To say you are examining Max Weber's methodology probably
means that you are considering the methods he uses, rather than his ideas about
them.'[loc. cit.] This use of the term represents the most consistent source of
ambiguity in academic and other circles.’

Gunn[1989] and Silverman[1993] both provide examples of how ambiguity
manifests itself in practice. In talking about 'Structuralist Marxism' and 'Rational
Choice Marxism' as 'methodological schools', for example, Gunnfop. cit: 88] uses the
term 1n a similar fashion to Silverman when he talks about positivist and qualitative
methodologies.[op. cit: 2] Such usage 1s ambiguous because it can, and probably
does, refer at one and the same time to the methods used by the schools, and to their
1deas about them.

In spite of this ambiguity, however, Gunn also provides a more precise definition
and use of the term methodology. This interpretation is not only unambiguous, it also
provides the basis for the robust critique that the research aims and subject matter ot
this thesis require. Thus, in construing methodology as external meta-theory, that 1s
as a separate process for validating methods, Gunn 1s quite definitely employing a
literal understanding and use of the term.[op. cit.] In this context, methodology
allows for the categonal validation of methods to take place, separate to their
application, and therefore pertains to the study of method as a separate process. This
interpretation is unambiguous and is therefore used in the remainder of this section
and thesis, but its significance is explicable in reference to the concepts of 'practically

reflexive theorising’ and 'immanent critique’.

Practically Reflexive Theorising
Establishing a workable understanding of the term methodology 1s a first step

towards identifying forms of theorising and critique that facilitate a rigorous
interrogation of subject matter and value systems. Thus, by establishing a form of
theorising that meets these requirements, this sub-section complements the
conclusions of the previous discussion. This is achieved by first of all 1dentifying
pitfalls in the way orthodox approaches to theorising seek to validate their categories,
and by explaining the consequences of such practices in terms of the impact ot value
systems. The process is then completed through the identification and justification of
practical reflexivity, defined by Gunn[1989], as a mode of theorising which 1s

equipped to overcome those flaws 1dentified in the orthodox approaches.

W

3 The same arguments also apply to the use of the term 'Ideology’, but this matter has already been
addressed in footnote 2. Similarly, the term epistemology 1s used 1n this thesis to refer to my
understanding of the nature and structure of knowledge, as opposed to knowledge itself.




Problems occur in the validation of categories if the process is attempted where
empirical or first order theory is maintained as an entity which is separate and distinct
from philosophical or second order meta-theory. This statement is made for two
reasons. First of all, because any form of theorisation, no matter how empirical,
employs categones[loc. cit.] and, secondly, because it is in the process of validation
that the impact of value systems can be identified. Thus, where the two levels of
theory are separate and distinct, two options exist for the validation of the categories
employed. A given level of theory can either presuppose the validity of its own
categories, or 1t can seek recourse to a meta-theory for the purposes of validation. [loc.
cit.]

According to Gunn, however, 'If first order theory were to undertake the
justification of its own categories then theory couched in some set of terms would
have to validate those same terms....it would presuppose what 1t was supposed to
show and vicious circulanty would result.'[1ibid: 89] To escape such circulanty a
given level of theory can employ an external meta-theory as a means of validating 1ts
categories, but in such circumstances the validation of the meta-theoretical categories
remains an issue. In such instances circularity i1s avoided at the rnisk of a process of
'Infinite regress', whereby each level of meta-theory requires recourse to an additional
level in order to validate its own categories.[loc. cit.] If a process of theorisation does
not seek to be answerable for its own categories, however, the outcome 1s a relativist
position that any conceptual perspective 1s as good as any other.[Gunn, 1bid: 90]

Separation of the two forms of theory is the crucial point at 1ssue here, because 1t 1s
the process of separation that prevents a reflexive interaction between the two. Thus,
when they are understood as separate entities, meta-theory 1s unable to vahdate 1ts
categories in reference to the practical social world represented by empirical theory.
First order empirical theory, on the other hand, is also unable to challenge the vahdity
of the categories employed at that level because their validity 1is either presupposed or
validated externally[Gunn, ibid.]. In such circumstances, the separated levels of
theory are not equipped to take account of what Silverman terms 'the social
construction of meaning'[1993: 21] or, put another way, the dominant value systems
operating within the society that the theory seeks to interpret.

Second order theory, for example, is unable to offer a credible challenge to
dominant value systems of the society it seeks to interpret, because 1t operates 1n a
manner that is external to the practical social world. There 1s therefore no means of
validating the meta-theoretical categories through which it seeks to challenge the
categories of a dominant value system. First order theory, on the other hand, avoids

challenging the validity of its categories through a tautological assumption that




appearance and reality are one and the same thing in the practical social world.[Gunn,
op. Cit.]

In the interests of brevity, just two examples of this process are used to illustrate
the above points. Harding, for example, notes that in Hunter's study of community
power structures in Atlanta: 'the basic data employed to "prove" the power of
individuals 1s their reputation for having that power'.[1995: 38] Similarly, Judge
1dentifies a process in Dahl's study of New Haven whereby "issue areas" were selected
because they involved "important decisions requiring the formal assent of local
government officials."[1995: 17] The authors were charged, therefore, with
predetermining their findings by presupposing the validity of the categories they
sought to investigate. In other words, by restricting theorising to the empirical level
they fell prey to the circulanity described above; validating 'power' and 'issues' 1n
terms of their appearance. Thus, by employing a descriptive empirical approach they
risked portraying, as universal and immutable, those values which are inherent within
the processes studied.

In other words, Hunter and Dahl were guilty of separating theory and meta-theory.
By failing: 'to place powerful individuals within a local economic, political and social
context'[Harding, op. cit: 39], for example, Hunter rejected a reciprocal validation ot
the meta-theoretical and empirical categories of power that could have identified and
challenged the values inherent to the processes studied. It would be wrong to assume,
however, that the age of these examples serves to undermine their relevance. On the
contrary, Harding defends Hunter by arguing that: 'it 1s difficult to see how any
researchers, whatever their methodology, could begin exploring power without using
some sort of working hypothesis about who 1s powerful and why'[ibid: 139]. The key
words here are 'methodology' and ‘hypothesis’. The significance of the first, and the
solution to Harding's problem, is explained in this and the following sub-section,
while problems associated with the second word are discussed in Appendix Two.

The exposition and interrogation of inherent value systems requires a form of
theorising which is both theoretical and meta-theoretical at the same time. For this to
be the case, the validity of empirical categories must be challenged through recourse
to meta-theoretical categories, and at one and the same time the valhidity of meta-
theoretical categories interrogated by their empirical equivalent. In the case of
Hunter, for example, philosophical and empirical questions about power need to be
addressed at the same time and at the same level of theonising. The theory needs to
reflect from an empirical perspective on the question of validity, or justification for,
its own philosophical categories about power, while retlecting simultaneously and

reciprocally from a philosophical stand-point, upon the practice of power at the level




of the practical social world i.e. in an economic, political, and social context. Gunn
terms this form of theorising 'practical reflexivity'.[op. cit: 92]

By engaging both philosophical and empirical concepts at the same time,
practically reflexive theorising recognises its own presence in society, and is therefore
equipped to challenge dominant value systems and the social construction of meaning
evident within the society it seeks to interpret. It refuses to accept, at face value, the
way society presents categories, such as power for example, as being beyond reproach
and enjoins an 1nteraction between their philosophical and empirical aspects. For this
thesis the process of reciprocal empirical and meta-theoretical interrogation is
undertaken in relation to labour movement 1dentification of jobs, services and local
democracy as categories worthy of defence. To 1llustrate this process, the following

sub-section explains how practical reflexivity operates 1n the form of critique.

Immanent Critique
This discussion of the nature and value of immanent critique develops the

arguments presented in the previous sub-sections 1n two ways. First of all, an analogy
1s drawn between the use of methodology as a meta-theoretical means of validating
methods, and the use of meta-theory to validate empirical categories in the theoretical
process. Secondly, the sub-section explains what 1mpact this approach to
methodology and methods has on the practice of critique, and how the problems
identified are overcome through immanent critique. By proceeding in this manner the
relation between immanent critique and practically reflexive theorising 1s made clear.
The analogy between methodology as meta-theory and methods as first order

empirical theory, bears elucidation because problems that aftlict theorisation are hable
to have a similar impact on the critical process. Rosen, for example, describes a 'post
festum paradox’, affecting methodologically based critique, whereby evaluation of the
results of a critique depends on the validity of the same results.[Gunn, 1989: 104] In
other words, the process employs a circular evaluation of method by outcome, and
outcome by method.[loc. cit.] The similarity between this process and the attempt of
first order theory to validate its own categories 1s apparent. Similarities do not end
there, however, because to avoid circularity in a methodologically based critical
process there has to be an external application of standards and criteria that are
presumed to be beyond reproach.[Gunn, 1bid.] In such circumstances, methodology
would be used to validate methods, in the same way as a separate and un-reproachable
meta-theory is used to validate empirical categories.

This analogy can be taken one step further to consider the practice of external
critique. In the case of methodologically based, or external critique, for example, the

values and categories interrogated are measured against pre-given conceptual




criteria.[Gunn, ibid.] Thus, although the critical approach refuses to take appearances
at face value, external critique amounts to a form of meta-theoretical validation. In
Instances where the values, categories or truth claims of the critic are not at issue in
the critical process, the outcome is doctrine, dogma and orthodoxy. In other words,
the cntic’s truth claims are not open to challenge, and their value system is therefore
allowed to remain intact.

This approach 1s evident in Thompson and Allen's critique of the socialist practice
of Liverpool City Council's Labour administration, first elected May 1983.[1986]
Starting from the contention 'that there are three major dimensions of socialist practice
in the local state': 'client relations', 'participation’ and 'mobilisation’, Thompson and
Allen proceed to measure Liverpool's performance against these presupposed
criteria.[1bid: 8] Their argument rests on the assertion that: the administration placed
'a minimal emphasis on participation'[loc. cit.]; that such an approach undermined
attempts at mobilisation[ibid: 10]; and, therefore flawed its Urban Regeneration
Strategy.[1bid: 11}

Thompson and Allen's position 1s openly opposed to that of the Labour
administration, but the conceptual principles of the latter are not subjected to a
rigorous interrogation against performance. Instead, they are merely depicted as
errant and juxtaposed to the ideal of 'participation' which never receives extensive
articulation, over and above the involvement of housing co-operatives, tenants
organisations, community and voluntary groups.[loc. cit.] The validity of Thompson
and Allen's conclusions, that Liverpool failed because of its 'minimal emphasis on
participation'[ibid: 8] are therefore based on the validity of their own assumptions.
Those assumptions are not, however, engaged as part of the critical process and
therefore remain in tact. Thus, by excluding their own conceptual criteria from the

critical process, and thereby preserving them as beyond reproach, Thompson and

Allen leave themselves open to charges dogmatism.

In contrast to the approach adopted by Thompson and Allen, ''Immanent critique’
interrogates and challenges all conceptual criteria and categories from within the
critical process. This 1s achieved, as Horkheimer explains, by confronting 'the
existent in its historical context, with the claims of its conceptual principles, 1n order
to criticise the relation between the two and thus transcend them'[Held, 1980: 183]
Thus, the Research Aims section of this chapter has already signalled the intention to
subject the practice of the campaigns and their aims and conceptual principles to
reciprocal interrogation. This reciprocal interrogation also takes place in a specified

historical context, between 1960 and 1987, and covers related developments 1n local

government, the labour movement, and 1n society at large.
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In contrast to external critique, there is no application of presupposed meta-
theoretical validity against which the success or failure of the campaigns can be
measured. Within the critical process adopted here, the meta-theoretical categories of
the campaigns are also explored at the empirical level, and both are interrogated
simultaneously and reciprocally. Jobs, services and local democracy, for example, are
interrogated as conceptual principles worthy of defence, and as practically existent
categories. The type of jobs, services, and democracy defended are therefore
1dentified and explored, and the conduct of their defence interrogated in reference to
the democratic practice of the labour movement. There is therefore no circularity of
presupposing the conceptual or empirical validity of jobs, services, and democracy as

categornies, nor a validation of them or their defence through recourse to a separate

meta-theory.

The compatibility of practically reflexive theorising and immanent critique lies 1n
the shared practice of each asking after the validity of all categornes, while recognising
their existence in the practical world. In other words, both investigate the social world
in the course of its development.[Gunn, op. cit.] Beginning with the conceptual
principles of an object, their implications and consequences are untolded and then re-
examined and re-assessed in the light of these implications and consequences.[Held,
1980: 184] By proceeding in this fashion, practically retlexive theorising 1s empirical
and meta-theoretical at the same time, and the methods and methodology of immanent
critique are forced to interact reciprocally and simultaneously without either being
reduced to the other.

Practically reflexive theorising and immanent critique therefore operate as a
totality of theory and meta-theory, and are therefore non-methodological. Thus, the
evaluation of labour movement campaigns to defend jobs, services, and local
democracy is conducted through a reciprocal 1nterrogation of labour movement
conceptual principles and practice. By evaluating performance and principles in this
way, theorisation and critique are cognisant of their existence in the practical social
world. The categories and areas of exploration are therefore selected by the subject.

There is no opportunity for a separate methodology or meta-theory to be used as

validation, nor for a circular presupposition of categories.

RESEARCH PROGRAMME
This section provides an overview of the conduct of the research programme by

discussing sources used, and by explaining how and why they were chosen for
interrogation and data collection. In so doing, the section demonstrates how the major

methods of data collection 1n qualitative research were employed in a manner
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consistent with the assertions made in relation to research practice. The discussion

theretore contributes to the on-going explanation of how the concepts introduced in
the Research Practice section are evidenced in the execution of the research

programme.

This overview is divided into three sub-sections. The first summarises the practice

of 1dentifying and interrogating, within a specific historical context, the development
of campaign aims, values, tactics and organisation. A separate sub-section discusses
the interview process, and explains how the in-depth interviews were used to
corroborate mnformation and conclusions drawn from other sources. Finally, attention
1s afforded to problems, encountered during the research programme, which were
significant enough to influence the scope and direction of the research. In sum, this
discussion demonstrates how categories, both meta-theoretical and empirical, were

1dentified and subjected to reciprocal interrogation in the given historical context.

Texts and Documents

The primary purpose of the research programme was to conduct, within the
specified historical context, a ngorous interrogation and analysis of labour movement
campaigns to defend jobs, services and local democracy in the 1980s. The
investigation was designed, therefore, to 1dentify and understand factors and events
that helped shape the environment in which the campaigns took place. In other words,
the campaigns were recognised as factors influencing, and influenced by, the general
socio-economic environment. To this end, the years 1960 to 1987 were 1dentified as
encompassing a period which witnessed the rapid expansion of local government
spending and responsibility, and also its dramatic demise.

In particular, the historical context, within which the campaigns are understood and
explained, encompassed changing attitudes to government in general, and to local
government in particular. An examination of relevant factors therefore required a
critical review, from mainly secondary sources, of the dominant theoretical
approaches, both academic and otherwise, that attempted to explain the role and
nature of the state in Britain. The research programme was also designed to identity
the interaction between such ideas, and the policy and practice of government,
political parties, trade unions, or all three.

One of the most vivid conclusions to emerge from this exercise, was that

theoretical approaches react to socio-economic fortunes. Thus, the realisation of

4+ Gjlverman, identifies these methods as: observation, analysing texts and documents, interviewing,
and recording and transcribing.[1993: 8-9] Analysis of text and documents and interviews are
recounted below. The recording and transcribing activities pertain to the interview process and
observation is based primarily on my trade union activism and the imnsight gained therein of practice

and procedures.
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fundamental problems facing the British economy, for example, was accompanied by
an increasing acceptance of fundamentalist fiscal analysis. Such prescriptions were
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