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TRAVELS IN HYPERREALITY.

men and things in a chilling light, and how before my eyes a cosmic,
‘meaningless performance was proceeding. Later, on reading Otti-
ero Ottieri, [ would discover that this is the sense of the “cveryday
unreality,” but at that time I was thirteen and I translated the
experience in my own way; for the first time I doubted the exis-
tence of God and decided that the world was a pointless fiction.

Frightened, as soon s I had left the stadium, I went to
confession to a wise Capuchin, who told me that I certainly had
an odd idea, because reliable people like Dante, Newton, Man-
2oni, T. 5. Eliot, and Pat Boone had believed in God without the
slightest difficulty. Bewildered by this consensus, T postponed my
religious crisis for about another decade—but I have been telling
all this to indicate how, as far back as I can remember, soceer for
me has been linked with the absence of purpose and the vanity of
all things, and with the fact that the Supreme Being may be (or
‘may not be) simply a hole. And perhaps for this reason I (alone, I
think, among living creatures) have always associated the game of
soccer with negative philosophics.

This having been said, the question could arise as to why I,
of all peaple, should now discuss the World Cup. The answer is
soon given: The editors of L'Espress, in an excess of metaphysical
vertigo, insist that the event be discussed from an absolutely alien
point of view. And so they have turned to me. They couldn't have
made a better or shrewder choice,

Now, however, I must say that I am not against the passion
for soccer. On the contrary, I approve of it and consider it provi-
dential. Those crowds of fans, cut down by heart attacks in the
grandstands, those referces who pay for a Sunday of fame by per-
sonal exposure o grievous bodily harm, those excursionists who
climb, bloodstained, from the buses, wounded by shattered glass
from windows smashed by stones, those celebrating young men
who speed drunkenly through the streets in the evening, their
banner poking from the overloaded Fiat Cinquecento, until they
crash into a juggerraut truck, those athletes physically ruined by
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riod* when we had to devour newspapers and stay glued to
the TV, awaiting the latest message from the Red Brigades, or the
promise of a new escalation of terror, I can now skip read-
ing the papers, avoid TV, at most looking on page eight for news
of the Turin trial, the Lockheed scandal, the referendum. For the
est, the papers and the TV talk about the thing I want to hear
nothing about—and the terrorists, who have a keen sense of the
mass media, know this very well and don't attempt anything inter-
esting, because they'd end up in the local news or on the food
page.

‘There's no need to ask ourselves why the World Cup has so
morbidly polarized the attention of the public and the devotion of
the mass media: From the famous story of how a comedy by Ter-
ence played t0 an empty house because there was a trained bear
show elsewhere, and the acute observation of Roman emperors
about the usefulness of circenses, to the shrewd use that dictator-
ships (including the Argencinian) have always made of great com-
petitive events, it is 5o clear, so evident that the majority prefers
soccer or bicycle racing to abortion, that it isn’t even worth re-
flecting about. But since external pressure impels me to reflect, I
might as well say that public opinion, especially in Italy, has never
needed a nice international championship more than it does now.

In fact, as T have remarked in the preceding essay, sports de-
bate (Lmean the sports shows, the talk about it, the talk about the
joutnalists who talk about i) is the casiest substitute for political
ff:a‘ffm g‘me.d of judging the job done by the minister of finance

hich you have to know about economics, among other things),
you discuss the job done by the coach; instead of criicizing the
record of Parliament you criticize the record of the athletes; in-
stead of asking (difficult and obscure question) if such-and-such
minister signed some shady agreements with such-and-such a for-

“Wetin in 1978, he year

. of the Kdnapping and eventual killing of former Ialian Prime
Miister Aldo Moro by R pping and cveniual kiling of former Iilian P

ed Brigade teroric,
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burst of violence. If, on the contrary, the second thesis is correct,
the Red Brigades are comrades who are really very misled in.
deed—because they insist 5o readily on assassinating political fig-
ures and blowing up assembly lines, but that, alas, is not where
power is. It is in society’s capacity for redistributing tension, im-
mediately afterwards, on other poles, far closer 1o the soul of the
crowds. Is the armed struggle possible on World Cup Sunday?
Perhaps it would be best to engage in fewer political discussions
and in more dircenes sociology. Is it possible o have a revolution
on 2 foorball Sunday?

1978

The World Cup
and Its Pomps

Many malignant readers, seeing how I discuss here the noble sport
of soccer with detachment, irritation, and (oh, all right) malevo-
lence, will harbor the vulgar suspicion that I don't love soccer
because soccer has never loved me, for from my earliest childhood
Ibelonged to that category of infants or adolescents who, the mo-
ment they kick the ball—assuming that they manage to kick it—
prompdy send it into their own goal or, at best, pass it to the
opponent, unless with stubborn tenacity they send it off the field,
hedges and fences, to become lost in a basement or a swream

ot w plunge among the flavors of the ice-cream cart. Aud o his
playmates reject him and banish him from the happiest of com-
petitive events. And no suspicion will ever be more patently true.
Lwill say more. In an attempt to feel like the others (ust as a
terrified young homaosexual may obstinately repeat to himself that
he “has” to like girls), T often begged my father, a sober but loyal
fan, t0 take me with him to the game. And one day, as I was
observing with detachment the senseless movements down there
on the field, T felt how the high noonday sun scemed o enfold
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percing sexual abstinences, those families financially destroyed after
Succumbing to insane scalpers, those enthusiasts whose cannon-
crackers explode and blind them: They fill my heart with joy. T
am in favor of soccer passion as 1 am in favor of drag racing, of
compeition between motorcycles on the edge of a cliff, and of
wild parachute jumping, mystical mountin climbing, crossing oceans
in rubber dinghies, Russian roulette, and the use of narcotics. Races
improve the race, and all these games lead fortunately o the death
of the best, allowing mankind to continue its existence serenely
with normal protagonists, of average achievement. In a certain sense
1 could agree with the Futurists that war is the only hygiene of
the world, excepe for one lttle corrections It would be, if only
volunteers were allowed to wage it. Unfortunately war also in-
volves the reluctan, and therefore it is morally inferior o specta-
tor sports.

For L am speaking of spectator sports, mind you, not of sport.
Sport, in the sense of a situation in which one person, with no
financial incentive, and employing his own body directly, performs
physical exercises in which he exerts his muscles, causes his blood
o circulate and his lungs to work to their fullest capacity: Sport,
a5 1 was saying, is something very beautiful, at least as beautiful as
sex, philosophical reflection, and pitching pennies.

But soccer has nothing to do with sport in this sense. Not for
the players, who are professionals subjected to tensions nor unlike
those of an assembly-line worker (except for questionable differ-
ences in pay), not for the spectators—the majoriy, that is—who,
in fact, behave like hordes of sex maniacs regularly going to see
(Rt once in their liferime in Amsterdam but cvery Sunday, and
instead of) couples making love, or pretending t© (something like
the very poor children of my childhood, who were promised they
would be taken 1o warch the rich cating ice cream).

Now that I have posited these premises, it is clear why these
weeks I have been fecling very relaxed. Rendered neurotic, like
everyone else, by recent tragic events during 4 three-month pe-

169

Reparts from the Global Village

eign power, you ask if the final or decisive game will be decided
by chance, by athletic prowess, or by diplomatic alchemy. Talk
about soccer requires, to be sure, a more than vague expertise, but,
allin al, it s limited, well-focused; it allows you to take positions,
express opinions, suggest solutions, without exposing yourself to
arrest, 1 loyalty oaths, or, in any case, to suspicion. It doesn't
oblige you to intervene personally, because you are talking about
something played beyond the area of the speaker’s power. In short,
it allows you to play at the direction of the government without
all the sufferings, the duties, the imponderables of political debate.
For the male adult it's like little girls playing ladies: a pedagogical
game, which teaches you how to occupy your proper place.

And at a moment like this, concerning oneself with the run-
ning of the government (the real one) is traumatic. So faced with
such a choice, we are all Argentines, and that handful of Argentine
nuisances who are still reminding us that, down there, people are
“disappeared” from time to time, should be more careful not to
mar our pleasure in this sacred mystery play. We listened to them
before, and quite politely, so now what do they want? In other
words, this World Cup has arrived like Santa Claus. Finally some
news that has nothing to do with the Red Brigades.

But while we're on that subject: The reader who is not com-
pletely distracted knows that there are two theses in circulation
(naturally T consider only the extreme hypotheses, but reality is
always a bit more complicated). According to the first thesis, e
Brigades are 2 group obscurely mancuvered by some Power, per-
haps foreign. According to the second, they are “misled com-
rades,” who behave execrably but, all things considered, for noble
motives (a better world). Now if the first thesis is correct, Red
Brigades and organizers of World Cups belong to the same artic-
ulation of power: The former destabilize at the right moment, the
latter restabilize at the right moment. The public is asked to fol-
low Ttaly-Argentina as if it were Curcio-Andreotti and, if possible,
©0 place bets on the number of kneecaps involved in the next out-

I Don’t Love Soccer
Because Soccer Has Never Loved Me 2018

Exhibition Catalogue

Published by Studio Editions
Copyright © Studio Editions 2018
www.studioeditions.co.uk

ISBN: 978-0-9930113-3-7

Studio Editions

Liverpool School of Art and Design
2 Duckinfield Street

Liverpool L3 5RD

Edited and designed by Ian Mitchell
Printed by Newspaperclub.com

www.idontlovesoccer.co.uk

Umberto Eco (1986) Travels in Hyper-Reality Picador
Opening night (29 June 2018) Art Of Football Pop-Up Gallery



Joe Magee
Mystery Play

“One day, as I was observing with
detachment the senseless movements
down there on the field ... for the first
time I doubted the existence of God and
decided that the world was a pointless
fiction.”

periphery.co.uk
@mrjoemagee

Jimmy Turrell
Untitled

“There's no need to ask ourselves why the
World Cup has so morbidly polarized the
attention of the public and the devotion
of the mass media: From the famous
story of how a comedy by Terence played
to an empty house because there was a
trained bear show elsewhere, and the
acute observation of Roman emperors
about the usefulness of circenses, to the
shrewd use that dictatorships (including
the Argentinian) have always made of
great competitive events, it is so clear, so
evident that the majority prefers soccer
or bicycle racing to abortion, that it isn't
even worth reflecting about. But since
external pressure impels me to reflect,

I might as well say that public opinion,
especially in Italy, has never needed a
nice international championship more
than it does now.”

jimmyturrell.com
@jimmyturrell
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Ben Jones
Putin’s World Cup

“Is it possible to have a revolution on a
football Sunday?”

benjonesillustration.com
@ben_jones_illustration
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Jonathan Barnbrook
A-trophy

“Instead of judging the job done by the
minister of finance (for which you have
to know about economics, among other
things), you discuss the job done by the
coach; instead of criticizing the record of
Parliament you criticize the record of the
athletes; instead of asking (difficult and
obscure questions) if such-and-such a
minister signed some shady agreements
with such-and-such a foreign power,
you ask if the final or decisive game

will be decided by chance, by athletic
prowess, or by diplomatic alchemy. Talk
about soccer requires, to be sure, a more
than vague expertise, but, all in all, it is
limited, well-focused; it allows you to
take positions, express opinions, suggest
solutions, without exposing yourself to
arrest, to loyalty oaths, or, in any case, to
suspicion.”

barnbrook.net
@barnbrookstudio

Ian Mitchell
La Historia Paralela

“Is the armed struggle possible on World
Cup Sunday? ... Is it possible to have a
revolution on a football Sunday?”

The 1978 World Cup in Argentina was

the first world cup I remember. Live
football on TV in the afternoons, great
kits, the Adidas Tango football, ticker
tape, the Dutch team and Argentina’s
Mario Kempes all went to make this an
exotic experience for a 7 year old football
fanatic. Little did I know that whilst all
this was going on a far more sinister
parallel story was taking place within
walking distance of the World Cup final
stadium. In 1999 I was lucky enough

to visit Buenos Aires, and whilst being
shown the city I was told the story of
Argentina’s lost generation of the late
1970s - ‘the disappeared’ - who were
abducted by the Argentinian government
and held and tortured in The Naval
Mechanics School, less than a mile away
from River Plate Stadium.

These artworks have been produced in
response to research found online about
this parallel narrative - in particular the
paradox of how the result of a football
match can make torturer and the
tortured celebrate together. I uncovered
too many deeply sad personal stories
that are still unresolved for the families
affected. This work has been made with
the greatest of respect for all individuals
involved - especially Manuel Kalmes and
Graciela Daleo, both named, and whose
stories have been featured.

ianmitchell.online
@graphics_Isad
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Genevieve Gauckler
Soccer Futurism Revolution

“In a certain sense I could agree with the
Futurists that war is the only hygiene of
the world, except for one little correction:
It would be, if only volunteers were
allowed to wage it. Unfortunately war
also involves the reluctant, and therefore
it is morally inferior to spectator sports.
(..) Is the armed struggle possible on
World Cup Sunday? Perhaps it would

be best to engage in fewer political
discussions and in more circenses
sociology. Is it possible to have a
revolution on a football Sunday?”

The artwork has 3 influences rooted in
Umberto Eco’s text:
Revolution/Soldier
Futurismo/Movement

Soccer/Jerseys graphics

Football is both a virtual clash between
populations, a diversion that replaces
war. The artwork shows a player as a
soldier dressed with famous soccer
national teams and from famous clubs.
The famous sculpture from Umberto
Boccioni, Unique Forms of Continuity in
Space, can be seen at MoMA in New York.

genevievegauckler.com
@genevievegauckler



Patrick Thomas
Two Left Feet

“...from my earliest childhood I belonged
to that category of infants or adolescents
who, the moment they kick the ball -
assuming that they manage to kick it

- promptly send it into their own goal
or, at best, pass it to the opponent, unless
with stubborn tenacity they send it off
the field, beyond hedges and fences, to
become lost in a basement or a stream or
to plunge among the flavors of the
ice-cream cart”

patrickthomas.com
@xpatrickthomas




Paul Owen
Moving the Goalposts

“But soccer has nothing to do with sport
in this sense.”

‘Moving the Goalposts'’ is taken from
a photographic series that explores
inner city public spaces which defines
Liverpool's soccer culture. Capturing
aspects of true grassroots soccer as
seen in urban locations around the
city. Where soccer is not a sport - it’s
something completely different.

Soccer is not about wearing the right
boots, or having the latest shirt, it's not
even about strategy, skill, timing or co-
ordination and it’s definitely not about
future fame and fortune. Soccer is a
spirit - a kind of ethos.

It's about a different kind of team. Forget
the technical and the physical, soccer

is about the psychological and social. A
spirit of equality, fun and freedom that
starts from the grassroots unseen on
the pitch.

Soccer brings people together from all
walks of life - united, regardless of their
background, religion, age and gender.
Soccer is one of the ultimate foundations
to the fabric of community. It is about
escapism and belonging to a different
kind of club - a sense of acceptance and
approval of identity, something much
more than sport.

In this team there are no reserves, no
referees and the players are all forwards
and defenders at the same time. Each
rewarded with things that are better
than trophies.

owenstudio.co.uk
@paul _owenstudio
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Craig Oldham, Office Of Craig
Leading to the Death of the Best

“Races improve the race, and all these
games lead fortunately to the death of
the best, allowing mankind to continue
its existence serenely with normal
protagonists, of average achievement.”

Probably the only thing I agreed with
in this pomp essay on pomp and
circumstance.

craigoldham.co.uk
@officeofcraig

Ramsey ‘66 (4-1-3-2) Robson ‘86 (4-4-2)

Robson ‘90 (3-5-2) Southgate ‘18 (3-3-2-2)

Cecilia Garside
Formations

“Talk about soccer requires, to be sure, a
more than vague expertise, but, all in all,
it is limited, well-focused; it allows you to
take positions, express opinions, suggest
solutions, without exposing yourself to
arrest, to loyalty oaths, or, in any case, to
suspicion...”

@ludditeseel
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his own through the middle and Messi just tucked in behind him. Here's Bastian Schweinsteiger. Kramer, what a moment for him. An unexpected one at the last minute. Ozil collects and tried to play a tricky one through to Miroslav Klose. Argentina sitting very deep in these early stages. A mistake from Benedikt Howedes gives the South American side the throw-in. Demichelis
gave it away. Mascherano has only managed to help that one onto Miller who claims he was blocked and the referee agrees with that claim. Yeah, it's a foul by Rojo. | don't think he even attempts to play the ball. s a daft foul as well. He just clatters into the back of him. There can be a touch of the reckless about Marcos Rojo. I the two years at Sporting Lisbon in Portugal he
has seen five red cards, three of them last season. They score from set pieces don't they Germany? They have been doing. More from the wider positions into the box but they will fancy this all right. Committee meeting first. The smile on Schweinsteiger's face is telling. Sergio Romero has kept three clean sheets in a row. He's hard to beat. So are Germany when it comes to free
Kicks. Thi s interesiing. Whal happons next? Theye a i the queue. Nota ot happens next: No. A bt dancing round vih handbags real wanni? Hummels has o releat and o back with Lavezzi Lavezz cant poke by Boateng bu hats Hiualn. And Neuer wasn' entirelysure where i ine was. A t goos for a Germany throw Argeninasfrst sore no opposion terrtory
and they look dangerous. And from a vry poor German free Kick. You could her the change in noise around fhe Maracana as soon as the men in biue broke forward. Argentina have by far and away the on' share n support - even thouigh most of Brazil are defintly getting behind the European team. The soene by Copacabana Beach the last two o threo days have been
increible. Camper vans cars,scoolers. Haha. Have come acfoss the border Are here. It's been an Argentinian takeover. Yeah. Theyll be hoping for Argentinian take away won't they? They aren' the favourites. It might be worth pointing out n the last World Gup Tere, he enly brevious Word Gup Final hare, Bras!came ino ! after
sticking seven past Sweden and six against Spain. They then lost as favourites to Uruguay. Here's P nearly came back to Mesut Ozil. Yeah, he looked to pick him out Maller actually. Struggled with the deflection back to the goalkeeper. Romero was in a hurry trying to set Lionel Messi running away and there he goes putting the brakes on to send Howedes off the
scent, Loitback vas i he ightposion to stop he bal i thaugh. Kroos straight af the rferee. Threferee i us saing | ouldn' really gt out tho way’.  wouldhave helped i you had, mind. T ast touch was a German ono so il o an Argentine hrow. That was unfotunato there Sofor Rzzol I is fourth game a the loumament. This s th tird timo he'seffod Argentna
re. Garay. Rojo. Breaks for Klose. Miller keeps it in to find Lahm. Well the noise around the place now you could be in Buenos Aires watching Boca Juniors or River Plate. Astonishing. Mler might just get onto thal and it is Martn Domicholis ho camo across to siop him in no uncortan terms Lahm. Miller abitof room,. Curing ball i is casy enough for Romaro. Li bit
Vornod already regarding Argentina down the left hand side. That's three separate occasions that they're all coming down here. Kramer had a ttle spell just before. Miiller obviously. all. K ot of the passing in the German midfield. They look sharp Germany. Ozil. Schweinsteiger. Kramer out to Lahm. Sharp and measured.
They won' by . You &an 806 the conlidence oozing out of every payer in white: Fummas. Howacs problom wilh i ef knao but ot 1aken ot haf tme at o i at Bzl purely as precaution. And ok a he room PIlpD o g again. Away from Rojo and Pérez. Milllers waiting on the touch line again but there’s no way through for Kroos. Messi. He's gonna leave
Hummels i hs wake hare twice. Mossi. Gan ho pull it back? He did but hefound Schweinstiger n the way. Someone was saying he ofher day that Messiwas e bi tred. Wakey wakey. Not now. There has aiso bean afeaing hasn' there? That s boen saving something spociaf? Wo hope so. Milleragan uking menacingl on the toush ne. Tucks i throughino Jerome
oatong. Lahm. Schwoinsteige. Eforessl taphod back o hi by Thomas Millr Then the space was ¢iosed out came Demchlis nfo hal pocket agai. i woritbe an Argontina tow because the whisto has ateady done 1o 106 Kick 1 tha. Yeah fLwasn the pINoning e bal off Mossl, it was th fst challenga by Fummals  thirk. Looks bilant though. He almost 50ps
then he goss again. Hummels is just trailing in his wake. Pérez was waiting, Higuain was the man furthest man over. Well read by Schweinsteiger. Lavezzi hooked into Zabaleta. Higuain. Zabaleta. Pérez in the box in-between the two of them and turned clear by Miiler. Great play by Zabaleta. We haven't seen him come forward that often in this competition. Mascherano. Kept in
by Rojo. Nicely down by Mascherano. Messi finds Biglia. Biglia had time to ine it up there. Took plenty of ime and just allowed Howedes to slide in and block him. Decent block too by the Schalke man. Yeah it was. We haven't got a ball at the moment. There is a spare special final Brazuca. There's the man most consider to be the world's best goalkeeper. Having to keep out the
man many think s the world's best player and co. Lavezzi with the corner and its Klose back to head it away. Lavezzi with another ball into the box and that is as easy as you like for Neuer. Yeah, that's three occasions as well Argentina down their right causing problems. We thought it might be cagey and perhaps lack a bt of pace early on. Nota bit of it Certainly not. Klose furthest
forward, Bz taking s tme abo Iining whero 1o g6 next. Zabaieta hungrly o he tackie, Do Toaly eve tackle any olher way. Kramar. K00s. PHlop Lahh. Shweinslolgor was endeauourng o find Kramor. 5ooa wol to wn t back bt 66 oy temporarl: Kramar's ackually playing a e i fhor jrwarl han Khedira woue b, certainly from hat pont ofview, o' just
ghing e Argentinians a e bit of roblem when e tiesto come of the front man. Now Demicheli taied to scamper over: realised he wouldn' got thee. Messi who comes back to hlp hm out defensivel and Germany have a tow. Here s Kroos. Pl Lahm. Lahm has support rom Milr Looked n the midde nstead for Klose: Demichalissiat stff. eah. Demichalis
iust read ita spit second bofore Mirosav Klose. Just i enouh o put him ff. His forunes have changed. Delberately et hope. From that sow start o Premier eague ife. he became a key laye a i and of the season for Manchester ity.He might justhave conceded a e Kck hero. Klosa in' i, Im ot sure fs  oulis 1 Altelte It anofher froe ick i a very
romising postion for Germany: Just noeded a closer Iook. Wellthis one 100ks Mmoro Ko a ball o he o, Mascheranois losist 0 Kiose. ' et for a Kfoos -swinger. Zabalota foad . Germany' throw. Schweinsteiger. Lahm outside. A it has SquiRed a o awiwardy of the heacl of Demichels. Just caught the sun i his eyes. Well that the probiom 1 thnk ho gestured
siraight away maybo what happened before wilh Garay. s problem partcularly n that goal mouth You can see i ust ihere, Wl can seo it but he can'. They need to see s now. It Toni Kroos comr. The movement i fascinating o walch from the German players but Tllyou what s unucky there it was mear for Miller who camo out and round th back As Pérez
tried 1o run away. That's twice now they've broken from set pieces Argentina which, err, for the neutrals is good. It's what Joachim Low spoke about. In the press conferences he was wary of the speed of the break. Wary of course of one man in particular. Just seen one darting run from him o far down the right hand side, Lionel Messi. Ezequiel Garay, solid centre back, finds
arcos Rojo who went a il off balance there. Looks down acousingl a the pitch. Yoah | dom ik so. Must have been a worr. Ty actually dicnt i on it yestorday n orde to proserve th surface a i, Ther has ectually been a ot of rain round Rio over th last few days. Perfect evering fo the Workd Gup Finalthough, Klose. And there's Demichelis nd shouider to
shoulder with Miroslav Klose who has retaken the throw. That was a hefty blow for Christoph Kramer. Germany a man light right now. They don't seem too worried, just keeping the ball. Back with Hummels. Now Boateng and, e, its pointingto thetouch e teling Boaleng o putt out o play. They don have to. I helr man, hoy've made the decision
on the pitch. Now Toni K1oos does tha. You can say 1 they have the bll, Guy,they can ke the decision. I th refaree's al  you wani 1-sop play o nol. G, Yoah. Beaps o ought 10 have don: Yea I aways whai you's I06KINg he oiner way that you catch one. On doar. Yeah. Garay came in wih sveryifing hes had an ne took e fullweight Zabaleta got one the
Gther ight Gt ho? Very siilar. Sick the aw back o place. Wl Thers 6 Sami Khedia who, A pery for i thoughts, Rl out I he warm-up, he 5. payer s had rofle luck wil nury over (he past ssas0n. S0 Gon think we would expect 1o Gom on qle s0 500 and Kramer vl carty o for now: Oy Mmade hi debut agains Poland 1 e ofthe warmups n
May. What a rise it has been for the twenty-three year old. Sometimes it's just meant to be isn't it? Theyll be watching on anxiously in the sword making town of Solingen where he's from. Sure there's plenty of steel in him though. He won't be coming off, not if he has any say about it at all. No. He's fine. He's jogging round the pitch so. Over towards Lahm. It won't reach him
Kramer's back on. Its Rojo who looks to try and find Higuain. It's a Germany throw played out right under the nose of Alejandro Sabella. They called him Alex when he was at Bramall Lane and Elland Road as a player. Standing down come what may after this game. Kroos to Lahm. Miller this time takes one. Nah, get p. He's fine. It was Rojo who went in. It was. He was waiting
for . Welldone 1. Yeah ne was wallng for . Nothing wron with i There was & bitof hat i Germany’s opening gama - he fou il against Porugal when Pepe yias supic 10 say he aast 0 gethimselt sem of but Millr ian' hall make the most of . It doasnt take a ot {0 ga Pepo sont of doss 7 Excellent side n fo win  ffom Maseharano. Higuain. DIan' seom o nave
anywhere to go there. Rojo with the chip. Neuer to make sure that he's sure footed to clear. Hummels. Oh that was a risk! Oh dear me what a chance for Higuain! What a waste! He was presented with a World Cup Final gift! He obviously couldn't believe it because he's absolutely totally snatched at this. He waits there to hit it and he just well ht it almost came off the run off the
boots was it? Just above the ankle. What an opportunity. Toni Kroos headed the ball back without looking. A player who has hardly wasted a pass all tournament long. And not to make the goalkeeper make a save from that particular situation is criminal. What a let off for Germany. Who now have a free kick in the Argentine half. And Kroos has just steadied himself to get his heart
rate back to normal. Ahh, his heart will be pumping, absolutely pumping. He just tries to hit t too hard doesn't he? Schweinsteiger. Kroos keeps it simple this time. Ozil. Kramer was second to the ball. Demichelis won it. Free kick again, this time its a blue one. He does everything right when you look at it there, looked around and everything and. Ohh he's just dragged it hasn't
he? Dear on dear The man wearing number nin. Look sl Javier Mascheranas reaction. And he looks at the bench. Oops. Serglo Agleo it was, number wenty. wha ha is hit over hishead. Wrathe would give fo a chance Ik thtf and whe he gets nlotheflel. Schweinaeiger collcted nlly by Kroos. Loads o room. Aches of it forPhilap Lahm hee. Wasrit the best
bal actually. No it sent him backwards rather than forwards. Hummels. Past the mid-way point of the first half. Lahm's cross. Kiose cellects Mol tkeo ovei Zabeleta. Let foo, Gt Thals| Howedes He wanted e giv and go. s Damichiols who vl seo Him off - orwiltryto. Argentina throw. Howedes was Gommany's ool soorer 22 welock down a the e (anets on
Copacabana beach. Hope the tide doesn't come in. Its on its way. He was the goak-scorer for Germany the last time these sides met. A friendly in F g0 now. A three o We ne et > we had & Lionel Mesal missedt panall, Kicos. Lanm. Bodtont fo Hummels, Germany 6eting
abit of order back about themselves. Lahm. Back to Neuer who never minds receiving the ball anywhere is his own half of the field v orihe amats wocnor Kaapers aganst Aleri in ha KnoGkout phast - rowas s bestaeloncr o e ol smwemsce.ger to Kroos. Lovely taken tumn by Ozil. Kiose stopped by Garay. Yeah, just as well because Demichelis seemed to slip
alittle bit. Once again room for Lahm. Kramer wants it in the middle. Miller is the man in-between. Schweinst m. That's good pressing from Rojo and Pérez forcing Germany back. Schweinsteiger. Just a litle behind Christoph Kramer. Bossing possession Germany not going anywhere that quickly with it yet. No, Schweinsteiger's having too much of the ball as far as
Argentinas Conoarnodt Good clodng from Laverat Ho'a on # again.And now abie o achence. DI get that 0n6 rght. No- Not closs erlough fo Kiamer Yean and i tink Kraer stoppe hnking obwiously he might haue been uning ofde. Thers are some Germans here. A have ben plenty of Germans wherever heir team has piayed - they do have great support n ez
Particularly down in the south of the country. Even more today. Bigia. It was more Delia than Biglia wasn' it? Forced out by the pressure of Kramer and oh Sabella’s face tells the story. Great one for reactions, Sabella. Never left in any real doubt what he's thinking. Schweinsteiger. With the chip up towards Kiose and Romero had seen it developing. Yeah, | think Kiose reahsed i
he went for that he was gonna get smashed wasn't he? Its just a split second. He's on. Just he has a look at the goalkeeper and thinking ‘hmmm maybe not. The timing of the run was exquisite. The veteran striker looking to go out on the biggest high of all. Having already, this tournament, broken the record for the number of goals scored at a World Cup. Af The World Cup. H
Ui, ORhl Throogh. Romer shoves  away e flag 5 Up! AS Millr wont for  # wouldi' hawe countad hac e managed fo Get his 108 and to  ayway. Not The g soemactio g6 up It here. 75 & clover Tt bal s el Great deciion. A Sofor Faveram was it st e ight plac 10,506 it all. Now Argentina with Lavers: sont sprawing. Free Kck. Wanted 0 ake § quickly
referse no rescy because he's making a nale of the oul, ard he's going o give the irs yellow crd ofthe Workd Cup Final. Bastan Sctweinsteige gets . Well thers no good complaiing. Stoppec Him n hi trackes and h ficked avay at him. Dt relly s well st Boateng was ustweling o tackle him. No surrise at l 1o see who's on the ball awiting to ke 1. s Bigiaa
ltlstouch to Messitoallow i o run Can' gethrough that ey, Mascherano. Just kot . Might have caised s problem Rometo who'saut o iy up, oo ot very o rom Gemnany thee, Messl. Lavezsl With Rolo and Higuain i ter! Flags up! Oh Faga up! s not qoing b courtl He yet. He yet. But Argentina have ot taken
the lead! Well the fiag went up very, very quickly! Great ballinto him! This is a ball and a half. An absolute, correct decision again. What a finish after his miss as well. Look at that curling away from Neuer. This time we give the thumbs up to the other referee Andrea Stefani. | think Schirrle might be coming on here‘ Guy, he's taken his top off. And its Kramer. Well there's a subplot
witin a big story, A Subpiot i & Subpot. Kiamer  a the Iast minute for Samit Knecira - njood i e wart-up and iow ne's oy asted halfan hour el Groggy. And now hi's dazed. Yeah, groggy isn't he? Hope he's alright. Ghristoph Kramer's dream hasn't quiet gone to plan. On wil come André Schilrrle who, when he has left the bench, has made impact
after impact for Germany. Well you get the impression actually he is a real impact player. He's one of those you look at him when he starts and thinks not sure, when he comes on most definitely. Yep, referees assistant ust explaining to Lionel what was wrong. André Schirrle. The Chelsea player came on as a subsi Inthe It sioen 1o mak the difererce to
give Germany the lead to look really lively throughout. Then came on against Brazi last Tuesday. Got himself two of the seven. He's gonna play on the left. So | think they will probably just. | don't know whether they are going to drop Ozl in a little bit with Kroos and obviously Play a front three. , evenin tant to Jirgen Kliinsmann,
i w10 the masior actician I his camp. Ho wil s a plan 0r Svery cventualty. It ot how he wanfo o go for s t5am & i Sag6. No, n many wys tis might Improue Gormany s afacking prowsss and Howedes at It back s not particulary great at Goig fomward - and wa know s Schine’ al bout aacking peope in s reas. Gisrod by Garay. Comes
straight back to him. Lavezzi. Got through a gap. Ahhh. Its a foul but you donit need to keep rolling over do you? It a foul, get on with it. Mesut Ozl who caught him. Let's see how many rolls we can count. One. Two. Three. Think there was three and a half. Zabaleta. Mascherano. Zabaleta. He's been taken out. Ohhh. That is a naughty one. That's Howedes and that will be a
yellow card. Maybe something brewing for Argentina here. Yep. Two German names in the referee’s notebook. Germany aiready having to make well one change in the game and one just before it. Ohhh, its a naughty foul that. Watch this. Offfft. To be fair to Zabaleta he's tough isn't he? If he's going to catch any player in the Argentinian side who's going to note it down for later
he's just caught him. Ah yeah, any player plus Mascherano. And him. Schweinsteiger. Just need to settle down a bit Germany here. You might say they have already got off lightly with Higuain missing that sitter. Ozil. Lahm still creeps forward down the right. Schweinsteiger becomes even more important to the Germany plans now. Miller. No room for Klose. Ahh great tackle
Demichelis. And Lavezzi was running away with the ball. The ltalian referee begs to differ. Lahm to Klose. Rojo almost getting in Pérez's way. Both were so eager to make the tackle themselves. Yep. It getting litle bit spicy which is always good. And here we are just ten minutes from forty-five being played and this is good stuff. Not edge of your seat stuff yet but there's a lot
developing here in Rio de Janeiro. Lavezzi breaks to Messi. Messi runs at the heart. He couldn't get it through to Higuain. He h 1t win'a comer.lwes again, | think. That's twice now important interventions. Great run as well, Lavezzi, originally into Messi. Schweinsteiger there just reads the situation. Argentina comer. Lavezzi suddenly has got a turn of
e lom somewhers. Staring his ourth game n  row wih Sergio AGUEro having being ulsd out. A yeah, we nead one of ham el 10 Garry on. Ha'a ookingreally Ivel o e Pari Saint-Gerain playe. i LavessTs Gomer and its Maruel Neusra - e box Delone 1 him. Yep. Schirie. Mille gives Zabaleta he sl Good chancel G0 save Romerol Sohure et i nicell
So did the keeper! | think it's a corner isn' t? He's saying no Romero. Good ball wasn' it Milller? Zabaleta just had a little nip at him. Oziljust got out of the way. Offside. Goal kick has been given. Oh offside has been given. Offside Ozil. Romero taps it coolly out to Martin Demichelis. Germany nil Argentina nil. Argentina have had the ball in the German net. Offside Higuain. Who
Should have had the ball i the Germman nt carfer. Messiruns Sright into Scrweinsteiger who cosst make a meal o F, Juet gos on with i laa Kick. Schare. Lah again down the Aght. H's he target. Parfect bl 1 him, ust bounced of i boot. vah e wanted to keep. a ot lower obviously. Great bal into him. That's gone out for an Argentina throwdin. Wellheyve nad
arocky few minutes Germany, they don't really seem to have ot their rhythm back at the moment. So fantastically poised this game. Demichelis. Another one for Argentina. Beaten in only one of their last twenty-five games. Germany can do beter than that, One defeat n their last twenty-seven. Lavezzi wanted to take that one in alittle more than a hurry than Pérez who has swapped
sides just for the moment. Yeah, since Lavezzi took the comer before he's not gone back to his original position. Another one. They're creeping forward steadily. Zabaleta. This time it's Germany's. Ticking around towards half time. Strange to think that after today its all over, but luckily you don't have to wait for the football to start again. Match of the Day returns in thirty-four days
time Saturday, August sixteenth, for its fiftieth year. Here's Messi. Messi has managed to get through and t's turned away from goall Its Boateng isn't it? Got through unbelievably easy Messi. And Hummels is feeling the pace of the races. He's having to have against a brilliant Argentina number ten. He is largely being kept quiet but you know it there. Yep. Thing is Hummels and
Héwedes are big guys aren't they? Long strides. Short ltte steps of Messi causing them problems. Pérez blocked no free kick. Well done ref. Its Boateng who came to meet him and a side of a ball towards Miller is met by a siide of Garay. Kroos. Late challenge there. Germany appeal for a free kick. Its Miller who's down again. Referee didn't see it. Biglia. Miler now back to
his feet. Biglia caught on the ball and then rather needlessly fouled by Schilrle. A silly foulisn't it? Miler and Rojo having a ltle bit of a set two here. Lavezz is across to have aword and there too. Thomas Miler can up the wrong way and he's doing just that here. This wil play into Argentina hands. | would have thought so. Ahh that's just the Schrrle
foul | mean. | needed that... All day but. Shhhh. lts amazing when they don't see... that's the this is the one. What's that? | think it was something rather manufactured by Thomas Miller. It was indeed for the second time. Cleared by Romero, but straight to Bastian Schweinsteiger, who's trying to pul the strings in the middle of it all for Germany. Kroos ran into Zabaleta, here he is
again Schweinsteiger to find Lahm, two of the long servers in this Germany team. Milller. Completing the bright Bayern Munich triangle and on the ball again to cross. Zabaleta away. Rojo's lucky ‘cause he tried to be too clever. I the end he just let Milller have a simple cross. Thank goodness for Zabaleta for Argentina. Thomas Miller certainly has to be careful because if he really
wants a battle he's playing the right team for it. Or the wrong team. That goes Argentina's way, contested by Schilrrle, who's come on full of fire. Yeah. Theyre getting a litte bit rattled the Germans. Which you said before would st Argentina. They won't have a problem with this. It was the right call - Argentina throw. Rojo. Being conducted by Alex Sabella down there. Pérez for
Mascherano. Given away. Milller. Good footwork from Ozil teeing up the chance and it is straight at Romero from Kroos. Bad pass wasn't it in the end? Kiose did really well here as well. Great awareness out of his feet. That's a bad pass. That pass is not his thing today. That's two now isn't it? Ozil. Now Germany just showing signs approaching half time just knocking it around
again. Ozil's just run into trouble again. Biglia. Well, they are going over too easy as well, that's the other thing. Hummels had to make sure he stayed in front of Lavezzi. Lahm. Schweinsteiger. Kroos. Maller. Milllers ball in! Could Miroslav Kiose have flung himself at that? | think he thought about it. Great ball isn't it? No. Romero takes his time. Well even though its goalless for a
World Gup Final its actually been good this first half. Kept in by Pérez. Schweinsteiger who has run most of the first half. Kroos. Lots of room again for Toni Kroos. Miller who always finds it wherever on the field he can. Lahm. Germany corner we move into two minutes of first half added time. They have such a good relationship down the right haven' they, Milller and Lahm? Really
difficult for Pérez in there. Its difficult. Itl be Kroos with the corner. Hummels and Howedes have made their way into the Argentina penalty area for it. Argentina have left two up front. And it comes from Kroos. Romero started to move towards the ball and retreated and they will stay back in there for another corer kick. Hummels the danger. Two goals in the World Cup already
- one against Portugal, one against France. Miller s, err, the target of the referees attention again. There's a litte bit of pushing and pulling between him and Pablo Zabaleta. En. Expectant German fans watch the Toni Kroos corner! And it against the post! The flags gone up! Its being waved. Its not gone in and Romero has the ball in his grateful gloves. Such a great header as
well this was from Howedes. It's that one, it's the second isn't it? It this, That comes off the post there. I'm saying it's a good header he should have scored. He had a free run at it. Should have scored. And Miller's offside. He got great leverage as well on the header. Good officiation once again. Stroke of luck for Argentina there. Schirrle caught by Zabaleta. Halftime at the
Maracana. We haven't had a goal but we have seen a glaring miss from Gonzalo Higuain who then did put the ball in the net - only for the effort to be ruled out for offside. And then right at the end we had the Howedes header. We think we're going to get goals - we just don't know when they will come or who will score them. Half time in Rio. It is Germany nil Argentina nil. Thanks
Gary. And we're going to tell you about a change to start with because Ezequiel Lavezzi s going off, by A Itis of That's who came Agiiero was ruled out through injury and has started the last three games. Agiiero stilllooking for his first World Cup goal. Indeed, he's got half a dozen international appearances
without a goal. But not a bad player o have coming on at half ime. Yeah, although we saw him, didn't we, the other nightin Sao Paulo and he did really ook very, very ring-rusty. He looked short {0 say the least. Groin problems? Not sure you can say that. He's had quite a number of muscular problems actually since the tum of the year hasn't he with Manchester Gity? Well there's
his first touch of the World Cup Final. He's handing it back to Javier Mascherano and now Messi's on the run already. Howedes is beaten by Higuain. Agtiero in the box. Howedes has recovered to stop the ball from joining him in there. Just a ltte story developing that Argentina players Kept the German team waiting some time in the players tunnel. Higuain, Zabaleta outside. Pérez
the man behind. Mascherano. Lifted through for Higuain! Offside. Offside again. Free kick Germany. But that's the place they're gonna get in isn't it? Down that side again. That's probably what, four or five different occasions now? Just looking what Argentina have done as well, Guy, | think Higuain is probably gonna play on the right, Messi almost in the middle and Agiiero on the
left. And obviously now in terms of Agiiero and Higuain, they've gotta tuck in from that side. And Pérez s sort of playing right sided midfielder. Through. For Agiiero to try to run on to it. But Jérome Boateng combines with Neuer. Yeah, it was easy for Boateng wasn't it? Such a long stride. Really positive second half start from Argentina though. Biglia. Now Biglia is more on the left
of Mascherano. He's got it through to Messi and the flag stayed down this time! Messi's missed. Right across the face. With the crowd just waiting to roar. Of all the people. There was just a massive, massive intake of breath. This now, you're just waiting for the net to bulge aren't ya? How close was it? Very. Neuer was beaten. He was stranded. Another Argentina opportunity has
gone by. But it has got those blue and white striped shirted supporters up to their feet and waving their flags again. They like what they're seeing since the break. They might not like this with Miler on the ball. Lahm to Boateng. Lahm won the ball at his will. Maybe that's why. Yeah. Little bit wasted. | think you're right, a really bright start by Argentina. He's not just looking down
feeling the ot hamsiring is he? Well, Im hoping its an itch. So s he. There on the cameras, Alejandro Sabella. Germany nil, Argentina nil, stll. A lot of Argenina fans wondering how that's the case. Howedes header. Fired through by Mascherano but all the way through. Not quite sure who that was meant for. They did keep Germany waiting @ long time. And maybe that did just
unsettle German players. Except Philipp Lahm who'd gone out onto the field. He was called back by the referee. Lahm just ignored him. He had the Maracan all to himself for a good two or three minutes. Headed away by Garay. Zabaleta. Just caught on it by Klose. Sunset in Rio. Not many finer sights in the world. That s a picture. Staggering isn't it? To think we've been up there
as wel. Argentina fres kick. Mistake by Peérez! And he's indebtod to Javier Mascheran for baiing him o there. And perhaps he's lucky tha it was closer and perhaps canit gt away as quickly as he once could, Garay. Dorit mind saeing the odd mistake - usuall means goals. Through towards Agiero. Climbed early and high. Higuain went i with Howedes. Trink Howedes did
just enough. Well,t d miss from Higuain, Messi on the move! Boat Higuain down to Agiero. Messi. Had the double of defenders upon him. Mascherano. Messi couldn't get involved. rather lazily back, f Yeah. If todo that though, he's allowed to do that. Just at the moment,
every time. Argemma ‘come forward it looks like they're gonna pose, well they are posing problems for the Germans. Oh it like a football isn' it now, look. That is amazing. Its almost as though it was planned that way. Well, yeah. But it just, doesn't look real does it? That's how amazing itis. Howedes. Kroos. Schirrle. And Ozil. Got it out to Howedes who showed too much of it to
Pablo Zabaleta, Who took a bit of everything. Yeah. Well he did look like a centre back playing left back then, Howedes, didn't he? Second touch was a header almost. He must play centre back tuned left back occasionally. Long time ago that was. Boateng. Here's Howedes once more. Captain of Schalke finds André Schirrle. Side stepped Zabaleta nicely. Room on the right
once more for Phiipp Lahm, should Germany choose to go that way. Lahm then towards Miller. Returned to the captain. Lahm threatened to bundle busily through. Instead he's going to have to get back pretty quickly. Agiiero. Great tackle, Boateng. Long legs. Just a long lever came out. Ozil. Can't get it past Biglia. Mascherano. Messi. Had a lttle rest then set off again.
The game is quickening up as well which is great. Biglia. Even Mascherano threatened to break forward then but was ignored. Theyll try another way round. Zabaleta sets off. Demichelis first of all finds Pérez. It's wasted by Mascherano. Two'in a row for him. Most unusual. Kroos. Schweinsteiger going down the midde. It was a good ball to Ozil. Its going to bounce back for
Schiirrle. Schiirrle down. Tripped by Zabaleta. Advantage is played and it's tured around by Garay for the comer. Yep. Schilrrle's saying 1o the referee ‘why not give me a free kick? but Germany the advantage and he's just explaining the same thing! Yep, foul. But what a good position Germany are in there. Theyll have o settle for the corer. Which
theyre pretty good from. No card for Zabaleta incidentally. Howedes is making the run up 1o the near post. It's over him. Well over. And there's a bit of pushing and puling. It was Miller grabbing a hold of the shirt. Well, yeah, right. Afer his was pulled. In fact, | didn' see him actually get a hold of Rojo at all. No, Im afraid his free kick has gone against his reputation hasn't it?
Hummels s getting a hug from Garay. Yep. He is unlucky there, Thomas Milller. Boateng. Garay. That was hit home straight to Schweinsteiger. Boateng. Slowing the pace of the game down Germany. Not quite clever under the cosh, a it bit. Boateng. Miller was having to work. Rojo. Pérez. Argentina now quicken the tempo once more. Zabaleta. Looking for the run of Higuain.
Out comes Neuer. A long, long way. Big colision. He's given a free kick the other way. The goal, er, the referee. The other thing is, was Neuer inside the box when he made a connection with his fist? Well, | think that s exactly what Sergio Agiero is arguing about here. Higuain has a look. He knows he's coming, he can hear him. Wellthat doesn't tell us does it? | think he's just
alright. Just. He s, he is. | think Higuain might not be. It the knee coming up into the side of the face that's the real problem. Is that dangerous play from the goalkeeper? He does get o the ball first. He has the advantage there of course. Yeah, but what's he gonna do with his knees when he's that high up in the air? That's the first you think about. You make contact with the ball,
and then worry about everything else a bit later. German keeper poalexing a boy in blue. We're back to Schumacher against Battiston all over again. We are. Causing quite a ‘Macher to be frank. Thank goodness. Well Higuain s half accepting the apology. Here tis. Its hard to know how it can be a free kick to Germany. Well it very harsh. How can that be  free kick to Germany?
Well you can see why cos he got his head and his neck in the way didn't he, in front of a six foot four inch German, hurting through the air. | can understand his anger, and his dizziness. We've seen quite a few breaks or blows 1o the head throughout this World Cup. Yep. He's, errr, having a go now at the fourth official as well | think, Higuain on the touchiine. And Sabella’s joining
in. It's not the fourth offiial’s fault is t? He thought that's maybe why they were there. Someone to blame. Schiirie. Kroos. Cut up by Rojo. It's Lahm against Biglia. And it breaks for Schweinsteiger. Miller. Not getting a ot of movement from Klose are they? He's finding it really dificult to get in the game at the moment. Schiirre. Ozil. Lahm. Moving into that crouching position.
Across towards Klose! Well he's got one on target. There's always at least one a match from him. Yeah, that's what he's good at. Playing in the confines of the eighteen yard box. Good leap. Just not great connection was it? It sided down his face more than actually right of the meat of the temple. Echoes for a moment the way he got off at 2002 when he announced himself to
the World Cup in the far East with five goals - all headers. Hummels. To Schilrrle. Schilrrle runs into Pablo Zabaleta. Yeah, not a good idea tha, is t? Just kept in. Would be an Argentina throw-in but they're claiming it should have been a goal kick - but not the case. Joachim Low is on the prowl with a few words 1o say it would seem. His team are pressing. Klose finds Lahm.
Schweinsteiger wants to take over. Wide. Created room for Lahm. Who then couldn't quite slide it to the feet of Milller. No, and | mean the replay will show us. But did Miillr stop because he thought he was offside maybe? It's a clever play off Lahm as well. Nah, he was just sort of twisted trying to get his position wasn't he? Just the problem. For a minute there it looked like Bayern
Munich were coming. Romero up and away. Firmly met by Hummels. Schirle and Klose are after Zabaleta. Now s Klose on Romero. And he's forced a slice from the keeper. Zabaleta. A, what a touch. Enough to shake off the tackle of Schiirre too. Demichelis. Has to hurry. Caught by Klose. Schiirrie. Maller wants itin the middle. Zabaleta, or rather Mascherano, didn't get it
away. And then it behind Ozl and he couldn't really do anything about it. Nah, it just kind of shot up at him. Its a ltle bit unlucky ‘cause | think Klose was also behind Ozil. That's where they pinch it. Good ball for Schiirrie. The defiection off Mascherano there. Little bit unfortunate. Not a lot Ozil could do. Running at full pelt. The World Gup Final remains intriguing. Stil don't think
youd want to firmly put yourself in one camp saying one is going to win it over ihe other. That's Hummels against Agiiero and that's getting a e bit tetchy. Ah! Well done Agiiero! He'd have fought three different people to win that corner. Strong isn't he? Squat and strong. Looks far more ready for this than he did the other day. No, he was underct the other ay. No doubt about
it. Clevertoo. Not gonna let Hummels anywhere near that. Demichelis and Garay from the back. Rojo too has got to leap. Aiming towards Agiiero who's claiming another. No. Goal kick. Now, my first thought was it was another comer for Argentina. Ah, think | was right. Of Klose wasn't i? Off Kiose. You can see saying to Howedes where are you?'
He doesn't really want it does he? Doesn't want it there. No. Don't think he wants it anywhere in all honesty. And look what it's done. Really messy that between Neuer and Howedes. Schweinsteiger is just saying to Hwedes ‘if you're gonna send the ball.... Zabaleta will take the Argentina throw-in. Threatening to have a good spell here with Agilero, instrumental, involved. Higuain
to Pérez. And Mascherano's made another mistake. There've been a few from him and then lunging into a turn for the error. He's gonna get a yellow card, he's caught Klose. He knew straight away as well didn' he? | love that he doesn't complain. ‘Yep okay, Il take that, my mistake'. Frustration. Argentina in the final, you might say largely down to his last ditch stretching tackle to
deny Arien Robben a hane: Mast defnfly. I the S80 Paolo sem-inal. Sreched so much he dd himself mischlefbuthe's it o todsy. Hummelo to Bosteng. Schwelnsteger, iller. Aglero' in. Oop. I hat s eg? | ik el e carded. Yep, s, He's up-ende Basian Schweinsisige here. And thero isaotoffesling areeping Ino i now. Echaes of when the me nthe
World Cup in Germany in 2006 went all the way to penalties. And you might remember what happened at the end of that. Schweinsteiger was actually punched in the back by Maxi Rodriguez. After the penalty shoot out, it all went off as they say. | think its because we've got that undercurrent in this game as well. Which is why its so intriguing. Lots and lots of Argentinian noise
again. Thought they'd been quiet for a while. Howedes. Its out. And itll be Argentinals to throw back in. | think he was overruled. Yeah. And Oz took it. Not to any great benefit for Germany. Messi. Past Ozil. Biglia. Was caught waiting for it. Free kick though for Argentina. Kiose as well. Come back a long way. Just couldn't stop himself. It was on the slide. Yep. Germany have got
i or seven players waming up betind the goalto our et hre. Cant bring ‘am il on. Played i A Too guioky. Nuer, ony layer eady or tht. A tha's Laim down the i forMiller, Mikler ookdng for Schtie: Derichalsl A very cooby dene, Wow: One agai thy e absalutalyigh. Schime and Romero have words. Hal Well e v i s player sert o n both of the
fast two World Cup finals. Why should this one be any different? | think you will know this, | think Romero is the biggest player Argentina have in terms of height. Not a tall team at all. Garay might share. Free kick now for litle mini duels forming all over the field here. Returned to Ozl by Miller. Zabaleta. Doesn' take any chances
atall. Kept in by Higuain. Pérez claims handball and gets it against Toni Kroos. Not really sure what Kroos can o in that circumstance. And his hand is just there. What's he supposed to do? Chop it off at the shoulder? Garay. Mascherano. Great run o Ro,o doun i ot ovely ball to him from Mascherano. Higuain's in the box. Agiiero there as well. Charging back
with Schweinsteiger. Who else? Who else? Three separate situations in the match, he's just come in and saved Germany. Its turned by Enzo Pérez. And he drove straight at Hummels. Demichelis out to Zabaleta who can get himself set to cross. Too close to Neuer. Schweinsteiger. The game's opening now, Guy. now. Here we go. Lahm breezes past Biglia. And then is rather
unceremoniously taken down. Yeah he bought it idn't he? He wasn't turning round and running back to his own goal. Howedes. Lovely passing and moving by the Germany players. Howedes now with a cross that's anything but lovely. In fact s gonna go all the way over for a throw-in. That's why he's a centre back. It also why have yet o see a goal to et us closer to determining
who will be liting that at the end of the day. Will we get a goal though? Don't forget you can still vote for your goal of the tournament. Visit the BBG World Gup website and ciick on the goal you want to win. Or you can tweet the relevant hashtag of the score at @BBGMOTD. fulltime. Germany, passing their igh! Schiirrle! Its run through. Its run away. Romero
has got it Poot 1ouch. Poor touch as wall re. Lovely Il play as wel i ferms of ona twos. Just wash', his body wasit i any sort of shape 1o take t was he? Messi. Hardly seen him since half ime. Not gonna se him mch fonger there ither. He fan straightnto Kroos. He's not done it yet. Nah, he had a couple of moments i the fisthalf most defintely. But you could have
said that about him in some of the other games untilthe last couple of minutes. And then we saw something. In particular, the last sixteen game against Switzerland when he made the winner for Di Maria in the nick of time. Pérez and Schweinsteiger just having a bit of a falling out. Just on Messi, Mark, to be considered with Maradona, with Pelé, does he have to start performing
for this game he's done? Yes. That answered that then. Did you want the longer version? Ha. No, yes will do. Helped onto Schilrrle! No. Little bit of anxiety in the German end. But they seem a relaxed bunch by and large. Argentina supporters have been anything but relaxed. Im amazed all of them have made it for kick off. Because the noise being made last night i the streets
of Rio until 6am! | can vouch for that. Fantastic stuff. Agilero on towards Higuain. Howedes away. In with Mascherano. Bravely you might say, in a fool hardy fashion, but he's got a free kick. Well, I'm not sure it a free kick. He goes down low to head it. It you were allowed to challenge it. Demichelis. Messi. Zabaleta. Higuain. Can't get past Mats Hummels, one of the defenders
of the tournament. Howedes asked a lot of André Schilrle there. Schilrrle went stride for stride with Zabaleta. throw-in is Argentina's. Looked as though the assistant was about to give it to Germany. He was. Undoubtedly was. And it is a throw. For Pérez to take, or Zabaleta to take now. Messi. Messil Can't take it. Looked as though he was about to burn away from Héwedes
I think he had a little look as well didn't he? Just before the ball was due to arrive at his feet, at the position of Howedes. But he just took his eye off t. They all look old enough to have enjoyed Maradona at his best. This isn't Messi at his best yet tonight. Hummels. Straight to Mascherano. Lionel Messi. Zabaleta. Messi! Zabaleta! And then a touch from Pérez somehow bounces
through to Messi. Messi bounces past a couple of tackles to shoot! He couldn' quite wrap that left foot around but here he comes. Amazing isn' it? When he's up against defenders they seem mesmerised by him. Just here, | mean his movement s so, 50 quick. Short steps and fantastic control. He's thinking Iran wasn't he, all over again. The goal that won it in injury time. Moments
after Iran themselves had had really good chances to win it. Then he ran at them, didn't he? It still the case then, with nearly half an hour of the final play, that Argentina have yet to be behind in any World Gup. Miler up and away. Klose did wellto keep his balance. Couldnt quite keep the ball i the end. Nor could Lahm there. Jogi's contemplating what move to make next. | think
Sabella i going o make the next move. That wil probably be Palacio, would 7 Seems to come on it regularly. He's some on n four of the games. Ho maybe could have won i in ea tme aganst the Dutoh, Tame header siraght at Jasper Cillessen. And we'l know at some siage whether Di Maria i it o lay any prt at all. | think e s, e would be ivolved: Howedes
Managed to beat Pérez to it. Schirle. Loses that And if that was stopping M way. Referee will want that taken from the right place. Question is, who does he come on for? Well they ve got three forwards on already. This'l be a statement. If it not the likes of Higuain. Not taking Messi off are you? Agiiero's on. Well he's either taking
off Higuain or he's going for it with everything, Alex Sabella. Would that mean maybe Biglia? Nah Ive seen the board, oo seen i board 1t says ‘9" Higuain is going off. Romero up towards Agiero. Howedes. Argentina’s throw-in. And theyre going to make the change before play resumes. So, Gonzalo Higuain, perhaps st being a ltte bit haunted inside by that first half miss
ihen pulthrough by ofall peonle, Toni Kroos,for the wayard bak header, Yeah. And he obvousy id ballove hed scored didrit ho from thl cross from the right hand sido? Ho worit bo getting a goalin ths World Cup Finl. Rodrigo Palacia takes over. Demichels. Agero had to be irong. Messi Trying to hold off Schwelnstoige. Wouldri e run for Palacio and Neuers
there to pounce. What a good bit of distribution too. Straight away he saw Mler screaming for the ball. Looked for a split second there as though Messi was gonna burst through everybody. Kroos. Milller. Got himself in a bit of a mix up. Might actually et a corner for it | think what they ve done now Argentina, ah this s that, look at that, absolutely fantastic, just stumbled and then
off Gamar, wall ot off amara, he fumec roundl an S0 1o he referes he thought had béen caught. He's how played irrough the middl Messi. And Argenting looking all the moro dangerous for . I be Germany who could hveaten from tis though. Garay i ring to wander wheraver Mals Hummels wantsfo go. I aver owards Miiler: Gouldn' ga off the floor o challengo
forit. Argentina in no hurry to get out here. Hummels enabled 1o take up position on his way back. Miler! Lovely ball. And the defendt des and the . Again, it went to the wrong man. But he was the only man in there for Germany. Won back by Hummels. Here's Boateng. Lahm. He's lifling one towards Miller! That looked like a push. Yeah,
everybody's down in the middle. Like Becher's Brook wannit? They will have to show us the chance that fell to Howedes. Obvvousiy o e, ik mey lus( clattered into each other basicaly. There's the one. Howedes just couldn' get it out of his feet and under control. Nope. That's pretty much his story of this game. Broke free from Demichelis. Oh. No he didn. He fel over
There ref was just saying actually that all the German players are warming up behind the goal and its a distraction. So theyve all gone back. For who? I think for him! Romero, glears. It Biglia out to Rojo. We have less than ten minutes of the ninety to go. And we're yet to see a goal in the first World Cup Final played at the Maracana since 1950, Up towards Palacio. Never really
had a handle on where it was going over his head. No, no. And here's Lahm. The game continues to be reasonably open. Chances are being threatened by both teams. Can Ozl create something? Its behind Schirrle! Its Kroos! And he's passed it wide of the post. Well wide. And it never really felt as though it was gonna make the net bulge. Great play by Lahm and Ozl. Cuts
inside, head up. Great ltle ball. Nope. Didn't even bother or anything did he? No excuse really. There's just no conviction in the shot. From the player who scored twice as Brazil were bulldozed in Belo on Tuesday. Well, that came from Lahm running at the opposition. There he is again. Wonder f we're getting to the stage of the game now, with Germany pressing and Argentina
forced to sit back, when the toil of Argentina's semi against the Dutch takes its toll. More defending to do here. Nope. Goal kick. Yep. That's Mascherano. Ozl thinks its a comer. So did | at first. It's not. No. Good decision. It's Ozilthat's n front of Mascherano. Ozl then claims that he should have had  free kick. It will just be a goal kick for Argentina. Jogi Léw is unruffled. We've
ot a delay, you might have guessed by the hullabaloo in the background, from an intruder. That's a far better sight. Yeah. Absolutely. That's a great sight. And some vilage has just lost it idiot. Looks s close doesn't it? You should see it with the naked eye from we're sitting. Just on top of the hill. Germany nil. Argentina nil. Nodded on towards Klose. Combination of Demichelis
and Garay, Combined to keep him away. Romero was very cool. And the lack of pace as well. Rojo. Biglia. Palacio on the move down the left. A slip from Boateng. Allows the ball o be played in to Messi but then there's a slip from Agiiero and | don't think he would have been able to get onto it anyway. No, no. It was just as soon as he was setting himself, then Messi just flipped
itas though he does about fifty of those a day. He was just, in you go. Well we knew the final would be tight. Didn't quite know how it would pan out other than that. Six minutes. Are we set for the big finish? Argentina are getting ready to make their third and final change. And it looks like itll be a defensive one. It looks like Gago getting ready. Will they stil be on level terms? Schiirrle:
couldn't quite find Miler. Germany's throw. Sabella wants to make the change. The referee hasn't glanced over. Hummels to Schweinsteiger, immediately out comes Zabaleta. Demichelis has the measure of Klose. Itll be Gago for Pérez when they get the chance. Palacio. Five minutes to go. Mascherano. Argentina's throw-in. And here is their last throw substitution-wise. Enzo
Pérez {o leave the field. Started two games at this World Cup - not bad. Semi final and final. And now he makes way for Fernando Gago who started this tournament in the team. Yeah. Gago actualy lost his place to Biglia. Home grown player takes the field for Argentina. Or rather home based with Boca Juniors. Another team player who fits the team mould. Very steady, solid.
Joachim Léw is going to throw on someone a ltle more exciting in style - Mario Gotze - when he gets the chance. Palacio on the ball meantime for Argentina. Gago. Mascherano. It will be Klose making way for Germany which you would presume, Mark, would mean Miiller in the middle. Yep. Messi to Gago. Demanding the ball as soon as he's left the bench. Ball well used by
Biglia to find Messi! Messi then ran into Boateng. It's Biglia again. What a great tackle that is. Yep. Two tackles actually. That one from tagain in the penalty area. And the one before was Boateng. And now the change. Mario Gotze. The 22 year old who | think many thought would have had a brighter tournament than he's had. He did head the goal against Ghana.
And the Bayern Munich boy wonder is probably a better player than he's shown over all. He's gonna come on for Miroslav Klose now so he might have a big say vet. Presumably that would be the end of his career, Klose, World Cup. You would think so. At 36 he's done it all. He's scored more goals at the World Cup Finals than any other player. Two goals at this one. One more
tnan Ronaido. I Germanyterms, (wo moro han Gerd Ml Says it all. Wha a career. On comes Golzo, and is career i bouncing along very icolythank you. it worted fr Argentina here. Bigia s hall sming haf rmacing. Yech and Joachim Léw has aken the opportunt ofihis e breck o talk o Schweinstcige. Tctcs | would presum. Pat on ho back.
you are. Biglia will be okay to cor 25 o be. Argeniina have used al her subsliutos. Germany have ot one et They mightnead i in exra tme becausa thl s looming large now: Sabl's going mad becauso they cai get Bigia on. Ah he's on now. Denichals. Bigia. Palaci has Zabalta n support. He's gotpast Hummels all by himsel. s ood challenge from
Kiowass, Yop. And a the momn! Golze's ust gone to pay siaigh through the midle. Ml Sl o th lfthandl side. Scharie on he right. There s Mlr ying o mako a nusance of imsell Demichelis has e to turh  back to Garay. Golze not of the stumble. his mark on Mascherano. Garay. Mascherano. Ezequiel
Garey. Thoa minutes o bo addsd on. Thros minie to inda wimter. O wo wil have anlfr thiy. Ozi.Its Mossiwho's rying o take t o him. Trying and succeoding. And a ety S of 1o bal, amost through to Aguero. Boateng's had a game hast he? Yeahi e hos o gamo,. What a great pece of Skl by, well two, fom Messi. Avoiding the tackla and he pass - brilant
Given away by Biglia. That was very, very casual. Gtze with Schirrle strongly running on! And Gotze scuffed it. Yeah and | think he looked to play Schlrrle in. He did have a look at him but just the ball never seemed to come down for him to do anything with. Thumped up by Romero. Romero again going long. And Agiero trying to force the error from Hummels. There haven't
been many throughout the entire World Cup. Can't go through to Biglia. Well cut out by Miiller. Schrrle. Strong stuff from Demichelis. Gago. Rojo then ran it straight into André Schirrle. Lahm finds Ozil. Schiirrle’s trying to stay on side round the back. Touch from Gotze. Three in the box for Germany. Gotze irying to ghost into a shooting position. Kroos! Miller! Zabaleta. And
away. Towering stuff from Hummels. One last Argentina break before the end! Here it s. If's Agiiero. Messi and Palacio are up. Theyre outnumbered. And he's been out done. Yep. Hummels just kept his eye on the ball. Nowhere really for Gago to go. Had to go into reverse with Mascherano. Now Biglia. Schirrle, il full of running. Rojo. Palacio looked as though he might have
been offside anyway. Knocked down by Hummels to Kroos. Demichelis. Can't slide it through to Agtiero. And we are going to have an exira thirty minutes! And maybe a ltle bit more at the end of it allin Rio de Janeiro. There have been chances. Nothing taken, even with the likes of Messi on the field. We still don't know who will be the world champions in 2014, but it could go
ermany nil, Argentina nil, Thank you Gary. Itis the seventh World Cup Final to o to extra time. Two have been decided on penalties before 1994 Brazil beating Italy in Los Angeles and 2006 in Germany when ltaly had its way over the French. Joachim Low's been in and out again during the break. Nothing of the sort for Alejandro Sabella and, errr, Lionel Messi led
the team talk as they went in at exira time against the Dutch on Wednesday this time he was well away from it It was all about Sabella and then Mascherano took over. Thirty minutes or the next world champions will be decided by a penalty shoot-out. Argentina have played in one final that went to exira time on their patch in 1978 when they beat the Dutch. Germany have played
in one final that went to extra time - they lost in 1966 of al imes. Howedes. Schirrle down. Went down under Demichelis. He's up to his feet again here! And i's beaten away by Romero! Another chance! Still might come for Golze and Garay managed to get it down to Mascherano and now there is an Argentina break on which is stopped for now by Boateng then by Hummels.
What a start to the extra period. Agiiero taking on Hummels, again Neuer in charge. Great break by Germany. Absolutely brilliant save by Romero. Hope that's set the tone for extra time. A goalkeeper having to make a save. Straight at him. Germany going to try and have a go again immediately. Kroos. Nicely taken by Gotze. Lahm. Lahm wants it back from Gotze but couldn't
squeeze it through to the captain. Ozil. Schweinsteiger wants Milller on the end of that and it is Garay's header. Yeah an important header as well. Now Argentina burst away, wel, they should have done. Palacio miscontrolled it. Agiero through the middle, nobody there. No, his argument will be there should have been somebody, but he was in control of the ball, he could have
Just tarted again because Messiied o got i here i hm. He's being looked af Romero. Never raced out o ake th - o great applause from the German supporters. Germany are a eam i a hury i exrame. Boatong. Goize. Ozl batling wih Biglaelped ou by Lahm. Now Sehweinsteger.Like Mascherano n biue siting befind tal geting the bigger piture vep
‘ustwaltino to pic off somebody wth th tacke. Lahm. Ozi. Koas and Demichelishad to et hisbalance and i raher ucky he fred  throuh Schiiml and there was a ik and i s an Argentina throw. Jus tha inal ball ' I a comfrtable save very comirta h\e buthe aoesm do great with it He didnit look massively comfortable with it in the end. No. Patted away. Boateng
ey fst four minutes o extr time largly el to Germanysatackingintont but we have e that hey could b picked of on the courter alack hough. Setwelnsteiger: Boateng, That's Lahn and haf's out Boat rlsd a e high was 17 Yep plent onat a pace. Schilrrle. Kroos was looking right but plays it left to Howedes who
has stealthily got forward. Schiirrle must be followed every step of the way by Mascherano. Gago just a litte too ni Kroos. Schiirle. Lahm. Gotze there with him. Gotze can't quite get there. Just looking at Schilrrle down Germany's left. He seems to be !ngmened oty certainly won't go and take him on at all. All yes on the game, but we are all sill waiting for
that one moment of maglthat could decide the biagest prize In footbal. Manytimes during the game i looked ety 16 come. s looked close bt 5 nover quite happened lie that. Gago. Gotta credit the two sets of efenders on show for that. Demichelis and Zabaleta the two of them. Gago. Messi. Argentina need their leader to come up with something special now. Fire: d
across towards Palacio! Palacio's got itl Neer out to meet him and all he can do is it it wide! Another chance goes! What a fantastic ball from Rojo mio Palacio. He just picked him out over Hummels' head. The touch wasn' that bad, the height on the flick over Neuer's head was the problem. Gotze. Lahm. Miller just lurking on the point of the penalty area. On it now.
ivow: Lot give Nevor e bt of erecit how auickly ha came aut to Paacio. Miller We'e seon come 6004 Goalless rav n he toumamant Tris probabi rot e beet of tham actualy. No. Kroos. Trat was Howades fiding Schime. SohGITe was g o ply 1 agaist Damichalis and o e comer Not very good aaing skils No. No. 1t just & e bi out of is foct and
one everyihing wrong from han on in dicnt 1e? The oiner tning a5 well Guy if s onfaraet Boatend ceal wity it because 15 st a rly poly ball i 12 Well Boatang has bean prefty much 1t Gontol of eversthing. voe he has. | Nk, a1t Meats Hummals reaines a on of relef ceraniy. Here i Hummel o d
who took up a ovey posion. Miller goos wide to the el now. Kroos. Schweisteigr. Just no way through, No also they\e got na on n the b which i samething thet Kose will aways ave o, Bosteng. Millr il make his way thers now. There's Lahim great workfrom Lahm and once mors outs
Schwelnstlger on the forwsrd run can' bounce it hrauh to hm. Agbero mef by Himmels and done ustabout enough. Wil t was simst & Norman Hunter suatin wesn' t? Thou shal ot pass. No. Poland at Wembley. Oh, tha one. Haha. Though he was going o ke eve jope. Hurnr
Schwelnstlger. They can't getaut thelr own hall. I Kroos fining Gtae. Lah's ghing him an optlon wide agan. Gdtze's aross. A it it f hestaton fom Zablets, butt haart harmed hm. Yeah also Gl s well | thought e wes going to come ono . Schirie
tackle Mascherano ance more and a sl dul between me two war horses Maschemno snd Schweisteige. veah. Germarny done all the pesssing and Argenties shotid be n front, Storyof the whole game? Yes yo could argue most ertlnly. The betlr chances have certainy gone o the team in bive. He'sust
danger there. No. . e. | think the; hcther dont they? That ime. Players are < Juo 40ing o have to sretoh  out thet e bit more. Bor minds in focus. Three minutes of the first half of extra time to go and we're still at deadlock. Boateng moving in laboured fashion out to that one looking for Gétze who can only find the head of Garay.
lascherano's onto it. He's suffered concussion in a game ~ e etn caught agan? Not oo bedly as the est game | auggest. It was Kroos wean 7 There's s big difrence n 7 height betwoen hess two. Nohing reporing roubie i fime. No. Argenting supporrs have decidod tat the fme 5 now hey o going fo I ot tear a6 best
one ek, cart g Mees “hougn. Sehweinsteiger and Kraos shut he door: Lam. Linked ino Gal and Schwemste\ger forced back b Never. Schiie Lafm. Lah {0ty tofind Schiints along comes Mascheranoto coms anuff out he trest. Simiar siuaton.same cld payers averytm. Yeah s, I s not Mascherano weinst ng. dustalow of
the tension that is around the Maracan stadium. A lot of money been paid, way to see thei jorld champions. Neuer. Howedes. ere is Kroos that was a bit ambitious that. Agiiero finds Palacio who's wriggled awiay from one and then put the brakes on. Wel he's got a free kick but he's = lucky because ha miscontroled . Looked
as though he had the chance to poke it back to Agiiero. He did. Philipp Labm o o Srugaing. T was e vt atot 1 et v ok ol 1 1. Lo e Caught Justthe and o is foe. It ree Kiokto Germany. Ouch. Wolll ik once hoy v aken et wil bt fo i frst period of exvfime. In factthey wont take f hat il do f or the frt Hieen minion. Fitsen mimios
o finc a e i geting more and more intsnse al thetime and sl we wa. Thanks Gary. There's Lothar Matthéus who's e slf movie-ing. A made slfic forthe former captanof West Germary: Youd ik, wednt you, bt with Argentiaa xta e, s plaing a day tr, hitthis would seiousy affot them but youveJus mw n the frst haf of e me justa farastic

g ing a
Ghancs for Paacio, Well s 1 o games ot of the et four tht have gone to &xira s for Argentine. Gertnany ware only taken al tha way by Algora a he Stert of 1o Tast steen - or the ond of i last sixioen s i wab. St oné big Guarter f an hour et o rits enaltics. Which you'd assume Germany would win. That might be a 61 assumpton that. Well thats Just he way it
G065, But Argonina are proty hany hom e Spot {00 as hey showad against e Dutch i the lask round. Garay back to Romar A saver of wo Netherlands’ ponafics. Don' think ine man atth ofher ond would lack confidence. Certainy not . Think e might evosake ong would hs ot Of | would k86, Romero with e auoh. Bosteng, ust or  second fooked as fough
he might be beaton by Palacio. But s ut from Neuar o Lahn. We migh not go o penalies yet. He said hopefuly. Touching tne deck. Fingers crossed. Aough, there o argument he oiher way of courss. Some sortof rama guaranteed anyway. Hummels B Boateng. Biglia tried to win it away from Miiler, then went in late! And that will be a free kick. That's Schweinsteiger is
e Caugh? o Gol Kook  fow minutos Garfer rom Mascharano A o7 That was Biglia and Masoharano fhat want . 1 was Mascherano ackully who caught him. And BIGiars on a Gard. The rof not scen hat. He's not ssen f was Masdharano. And there' the contact. They e both got him actually Therds hat warrior spirt Thatost b ofanergy thaf's being dradged
cutofteed lega. Who can Garmary work here? Oz seves It for Kmos. Mencharano's seder. K claared by Rejo. wilcrop to P Zehela. Agliero i the man i e midce. And Booters we thers wih hn. Lahm. | wee ok o say wilh ot of oo i galop ko, but e ot th glloping ainge riow. The in i when you galop forwerd us  {ull ek you o worter
heuing o gat ok it you? Wik cozen s e ofthe Werkd Gu Flnaleft | would ik o. Krcos. Bresks o Oz Lahm, Nisay bork o Mesul Ol Cleared b Rolo- Agferu' umped ks Scimwineigor thor. Froe dck. Aglom or a yollow care. Garsh, careul Ho's canotanlhe one. e hat ook s though o sey Wrat? What hiwe | done? He flng is ot arm across
ind he knew where Schweinsteiger was. Very lucky. That really is fortunate that the referee has not seen that clear st before on 1990 World Cup Finalin Rome. Look at that! There's the evidence. Goodness me! Argentina fell apart fowards the end of the ‘second halt. They d had Peco Monz sen off, then Dezott went and Brehme
fucked home the winner from the penally spot. Koo knows, ook, doosnt he, siraight away. Turs the knock that Schweinsteiger had ok, Wl thate ror a scondylom cord 4 17 <5 00 card iemt 17 Yop, Sraight off And hE's Got nohing. And Scwemstaigors seking s Question why not? Sari Khecia s really furious. He's 1 rt, non-playing sub 100y of Gourse
and he's having to led away by Hans-Dieter Fiick, the Germany assistant. On goes the game with a Kroos free kick delivery. Gétze. And now it's an Argentina ball. And theyve got a head injury of their own to worry about. It's Milller on Demichelis. Ah, sorry | was just lgoking at the kerfuffle down in front ol ee nihe echrical v Yout want Schweinsteiger on cos he'd take a pen
would he not? Youid want i on fl stop. Well yeah, but | mean, s, yknow your secon bl o hinking. Otviouslythe frs i, you'e ight you sa, buthe would lake a penally. And so would Agtero. And he really snouldm oo on. Messl Managed to get away Tom Ol Gago s fren met by Schiime. Germany down to en. Shoutda been Argentina down o fon for he rest of he
match. Those in front o Khedira was furious. Yeah. They need to calm down though, the game's on. Yes, they've been hard done by, but its gone. Howedes out iglia's there to stop a straight run down the right wing. Schweinsteiger is back to his feet and saying ‘get me on'. Well the reception from Germans and Brazilians
in the Maracana. Schweinsteiger's last four mtemahona\ Goak have ll been panaltes. Theyll ned him. Should clary that, wih it Anda bl mimutes t 9o they ight need Mim. Lahm. Shit wa tu664 by Palacio, G for all the German substitutes to get to their foot agaln' And Joachim Low s actually the man in the middle of t all calling for calm. Yeah. Just getting a ltle bit
too excited. Got a free kick. Minds going back to the 2006 again after the penalty shoot out in Germany. Really do hape, if we do get there, it doesn't end up in those sort of scenes. It would not befit the final of a tournament been played Yeah, v Schiirrle. Working itin. Chance for Gotze! Mario Gétze's scored for Germany! There's
e coslest man . Even the chancalor 8 1 her ot A Symboltc God soorar: One of the new batch of brillant German tle has paf them I font in he closng Minutes of the Workd Gup Final. Wt a great ru a5 well i . Just Cormmiting defenders. SchUie hinks Shall |, shall | not?. Fantastic frsttouch: and thats an absoluly brillant i, Look a that echmidue.
Fantastic! Didn't even look where the goalkeeper was, he just knew where he was going. That's a goal worthy of winning the biggest final around. Yep. Mario Gétze. Schooled by Borussia Dortmund. On to Bayern Munich he went. He wins a lot at club level. Has he just won the biggest prize you can get? Up goes Milller with the header. Argentina have to throw the lot at Germany
now. Boateng. Lahm. Think of the chances Argentina have missed. The likes of Higuain and Messi missing them. That took the best technique of all. Wasn't it just magnificent? Yep. Absolutely fantastic. He doesn' think so. Its Neuer with a huge bow out to Schirie. Sliced out by Kroos. Jumping Germans right around the ground. A fourth world itle is near. Just can't get the ball
2tihe momen, Argertina, o efect aropl. Messl Carttwork 1 all o way over o Palacio It was cleared by Boatong. Rojo did wellto wat for . Goize Gouldnt S enough. Great cross! Just bohind Palaciol Gomes out 1 Biglia. And tht's ey And Lionl Missscan't Kesp th bl m piay. No. Groatidea as well but Schiimi thought shal shan' 12 and s the el bl uhich
i he key. Whal a sensatonal inish that . From that ange. What a chp trough. Wihat a insh nlo the goa. Might ot bo fished vet thauoh. Roj i racing ono this Nouer! Brlian There st another goalkeeper n the worid who could do thal.He i the besL. He oves . Ho absolutoly lovesi. Ho just wants Lo be part of e aclon. Tha's gon e ball across the
ine, Won by Golzs. Won wilh his arm. Thro and a hal minutes for Argontna o ind & goal thal would frce ponalis, That's Howodes scranping. wWhre has 1o it back gone? Gago. Looking for Rojo who's paying a5  lot wingor for Argentina now Didt go out, Neuer had 0,60 back 1o his Godl. n cam Mess op. The goalkeapar Knew exactly whero his was Going. Just
walch him i a minute, Neuer. Saw that coming. Decided tosta. Nope. Nothing he other goalkeeper could have done about hat goal. No- Anaher German substiuion \ (hmk Yeah, they have another one left. Per Mertesacker is gonna get a run out n this World Cup Final in the closing minutes. 'm guessing he's not playing up front either. That's ifthey can get him on. They will
right now if the referee puts his head up and sees that the substitution is ready to be made. Not yet. It will be itlong. Garay will ve. Only Mascherano sitting now. Rojo. And that is Neuers. All night long. Just wonderin dck it out to get Mertesacker on. He's gone long with t. Turned back to Romero who immediately clutched
i lftarcin. Too high for AgUero, Here's Mascherano. Ninety soconds remain of tha World Gup Final, Zabaloa: Argentina needll of helr warirs fo o how anc s Sirake of ok Ml e wa being wrestled but he's managed to get away! Miler! He couldn't find Ozil. He was in such a great position as well, Ozil. Gotze. Blocked by Rojo. Biglia's lost t. Unfairly tackled. Free
Kick. Here's the Germany change. Yeah | was gonna say, not a bad place to fle either s it. They're getting ready. They're on standby to celebrate. Ozil coming off for Mertesacker. Coming off t his leisure. Germany are seconds away. Well you may argue now they've got four centre backs on now haven't they, with Howedes. Mertesacker's ot his eyes on that ball already and wins
it. Mascherano. Helped on but only to Neuer. Yeah. But iook Neuer, how quickly Neuer is, he's off the line, he's ready, he's alert. He knows this is his time. Joachim Low managing to look as cool as anybody possibly could in the circumstances that he's in. He always does, does Cliff. Wandering away as he does, about to become a werld champion-sinning coach i hi lea can

hold out for two more mintes. Two minutes left of Alejandro Sabella’s spell in time in charge of the Argentinian national team. Mascherano. One last surge down the middle. Messi. One last Messi run maybe! He's been brought down by Bastian Schweinsteiger. Looks like he might have cramp | think. Stretching. Id just stay down as long as you can | think. Because we dont really
wantto 556 i oot  second yellow card at his aiage, AgGero gol awey wih i Schweinsteiger dol ey Wit hat, Argentin oo KiK. Thi really i ast hance seloon. Why s Romoro ot 7 Romero o &sing 1o 0o orwarc, Why wouldyou stop i Thase fans have asen . Sabellaa fgnoring him. Lol Messi. He'a asking Saboli. Sabollas ignofing him. Now hes sei ho
G o, hae ha? No. N don' think he hias. Wy iouidt you it him 00! Well s 8 fhe moment. They've only been fleeting rom Lionl Msssl. Best iaver in the wor. Therc e some that aro St g Fonald. Ronaldo offcal e world Riyer of he year i yea. 118 ot been the inal he would have waniod 1 be. Lionel Messi, Unloss ho can put this n against the bost

Golkesper n o world. Or roat somthing for somebody lse. Wall prosumably a6 wel, Schweinstoer wil have 0.Go off. Ho Gan barly move. He can barcly waton. Al about Mol Those Argeniina plyers il race i f there' any rebound. Measi e Kiok! Thats s night. Trat his inal. It o Argantin's. Now, the ofher hing | think about hat e kick, 5.2 long way out
to beat Neuer. They know don't they? Mario Gétze has just asked the question of referee Rizzoli. The first World Cup win for the reunified Germany. Back with Romero. The referee has had another look at both watches. They're screaming for full time down on the touch line. Rojo. Another look at the watch! Another muted cheer from the Germany substitutes. That'l be a free kick.
Thatl do it for them now. Yeah. That's Schweinsteiger taken out for them again. He has given absolutely everything. But he doesn't have to give anymore! Germany are champions of the world! One Gotze goal has the whole of Germany, it's leaders and power brokers beaming from ear to ear. Not a night for the world's best individual to shine, but a night for the world's best
intematonalteam put t o together as a team again. And you might argue that the goal that wins the game is the most difficult chance of the night. Bearing in mind the ones that went before it. Argentinian tears are one side of the story. The German celebrations will carry on, they have been a long time in the making. Theyve seen this team arow. They've grown together. Six of the
e yoars ago won the European Under 21 Ghampionship. Nouor, Bosteng, Fummes, Howedes, Khedira, Ol Theyve al come through fogatner Sanooled mastortuly by that man Jogchim Lo, who's done what is ong fme aly Jirgen Kinsman couldnt Guie do. Ho's taken Germany 11 0p of the word. Lothar Malinaus once upon a mé had i hards on ihe crown
This s Pilpp Lahm's fme. And once more, Germany’ fme [1)
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Dept. Of
Untitled

.before my eyes a cosmic, meaningless
performance was proceeding...”

The entire commentary of the World
Cup 2014 final between Argentina
and Germany transcibed and
recontextualised into a typographic
cosmic meaningless performance.

700mm x 1000mm print and details.

departmentof.co.uk
@department _of
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DEvVASTATED

Al Murphy
Victory
Penalty

“And one day, as I was observing with
detachment the senseless movements
down there on the field, I felt how the
high noonday sun seemed to enfold men
and things in a chilling light”

I was an avid football fan until the age of
around eleven or twelve when I realised
it was a game with few winners. The
disappointment of being left on the
sideline... the humiliation of being picked
last... missing a sitter... the gloating
opposition... the trudge home in a state
of mud spattered hopeless dejection. Call
me an old hippy, but I suddenly realised
that a good day out shouldn’t be one
which ends with 50 percent of those
present going home feeling terrible.

I moved on to other things but will
occasionally dip my toe back in - usually
the World Cup - only to be reminded of
why I left it behind all those years ago.

al-murphy.com
@al _murphagram
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Chris Rodenhurst
Under Nines Football

“I belonged to that category of infants or
adolescents who, the moment they kick
the ball - assuming that they manage to
kick it = promptly send it into their own
goal or, at best, pass it to the opponent”

500mm x 700mm print and
developmental sketches

chrisrodenhurst.co.uk
@chrisrodenhurst




“...the vanity of all things”

Malik Thomas
Red Sea '05
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Jacqui McAssey
Spot the Girl

“..who, in fact, behave like hordes of sex
maniacs...”

Main camera.
Helicopter camera.
Cable camera.

Pitch level camera.
Slow motion camera.
Handheld camera.
Reverse camera.
High camera.
Steadicam.

In goal camera.

Capturing all of the action and emotion,
of the hot girls in the crowd.

girlfans.co.uk
@girlfanszine
@jacquimcassey

FIFTY
YEARS

nURT

1921—191

Heather Almond
Fifty Years of Hurt

“For the male adult it’s like little girls
playing ladies: a pedagogical game,
which teaches you how to occupy your
proper place”

In 1918, the Representation of the People
Act gave the first British women the
right to vote and stand for public office
— 100 years ago this June. In 1921, the
English Football Association outlawed
the playing of the ‘distasteful’ yet very
popular women’s game at all Association
members’ pitches. The Ban lasted until
1971. Today the legacy of this decision
lives on. Despite the success and
popularity of the Women’s Super League
in England, many Premiere League clubs
routinely move their women'’s team
home matches to local grounds — if they
have a women’s team to play at all.

heatheralmond.tumblr.com
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r I Walk Out On 77
. . “But soccer has nothing to do with sport
- A g I "“""7';' in this sense. Not for the players, who are
cesse 20 S350t 55 professionals subjected to tensions not
et g -4 5 /7777 77 7 unlike those of an assembly-line worker

Abby Wambach
Usa

Christopher Brown
Aren’t there any gay players?!

“...s0 his playmates reject him and banish
him from the happiest of competitive
events.”

Football V Homophobia: 92 Premier
League and Football League clubs in
UK. 50 (estimated) players contracted
to each team. 4600 (estimated) players
in the Premier League and Football
League. 5-7% “is a reasonable estimate”
according to Stonewall, the Gay Rights
charity of the number of gay men in
the UK. 5% would mean 230 Premier
and Football League players might be
gay. 1997 Justin Fashanu aged 37 takes
his own life. 2013 Thomas Hitzlsperger
announces he is gay shortly after retiring
from football.

2014 One openly gay footballer, Liam
Davies plays for Gainsborough Trinity six
divisions below the Premier League.

centralillustration.com
@christopherbrownlino
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Pia Sundhage
Sweden

Hilary Judd
A Most Unsuitable Game

“A pedagogical game, which teaches you
how to occupy your proper place”

At 6ft, the chain-smoking Lilly Parr was
an exceptional football player in The
Dick Kerr’s Ladies F.C team founded in
1917. She had a shot so hard she once
broke the arm of a professional male
goalkeeper. The club ran for 48 years
from 1917 - 1965, and quickly became
incredibly popular, drawing crowds of
up to 50,000 supporters. The popularity
led to strong and obstinate opposition
from the Football Association, who
banned women from using their pitches
and clubs in 1921 citing it to be a ‘most
unsuitable game’ and ‘too much for

a woman’s physical frame’. The FA’s

ban lasted 50 years and effectively
squeezed female football in the UK into
obscurity. The legacy of that decision
meant that football has been an activity
that signified exclusion for me, and for
many other women. From kick-abouts
on village greens to pub screens and
throughout my working life - a most
unsuitable game.

This fictional team is made up from
some of the best female footballers from
all over the world since the Dick Kerr's
Ladies F.C. team. Details of four are
featured above.

@hils_o

(except for questionable differences in
pay).

Football has historically been a sport
watched mainly by ordinary working
people but football clubs continue to test
the limit of the fans’ devotion and their
loyalty to their team with the increase
in ticket prices, with the supporters
absorbing the costs from the clubs. The
financial disparity also continues to
widen between those within the game
and the fans that pay to follow it. The
money that has flowed into the game
has mainly gone into the pockets of the
players’ whilst fans on lower incomes
have found themselves priced out.

On Saturday 6th February 2016,
Liverpool FC played against Sunderland
at Anfield Stadium. On the 77th minute
of this match, an estimated 10,000
supporters walked out of the stadium
whilst chanting, “enough is enough, you
greedy b*****ds, enough is enough” and
singing, “You'll Never Walk Alone”.

The significance of the planned walkout
on the 77th minute was a direct
reference to the rise in ticket prices to
£77, announced by Liverpool Football
Club the previous week. It was also a
clear indication of the disappointment
felt by many LFC fans in the club’s failure
and lack of commitment to share any

of Premier League’s new £8.3 billion
television contract through ticket price
reductions.

The protest forced LFC owners to
reconsider its pricing scheme and a few
days later they decided to scrap the £77
ticket price and apologised to their fans.

emilyhayes.co.uk
@emilyhayesprints
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Her second language is English.

Laura Parke
I Don’t Love Soccer because
But My Sister Does

“..it allows you to take positions, express
opinions, suggest solutions, without
exposing yourself to arrest, to loyalty
oaths, or, in any case, to suspicion...”

I've never really engaged with football.
Maybe because I'm embarrassed that

I can't kick a ball with any degree

of accuracy, or because the media
representation of football tends to be
male-dominated, aggressive, patriotic
and gossipy. Or, perhaps it's because I
have other interests and groups that I'm
able to be involved in.

It’s easy to have a negative opinion on
something that you don't feel part of, so I
interviewed my sister who is huge fan of
football to find out why she loves it.

Football is a part of her life that is
consistent and evades any barriers that
she may find in her day to day life. She
is part of a community that is open to
everyone, regardless of ability, language,
education or wealth.

The film can be veiwed from:
vimeo.com /277439610

@laura.parke
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Jon Spencer
Ball Games: Football

“...instead of asking (difficult and obscure
questions)...”

Part of an ongoing project which

uses pared-down sporting imagery to
experiment with and investigate print
separations and overprints.

Details featured opposite.

@jonathanjspencer
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Matthew Johnson
Desaparecidos
“There's no need to ask ourselves why the
World.Cup has so mo.rbidly polaﬁzed' the Anthony Ellis
attention of the public and the devotion
o Blue — Red
of the mass media.
Details featured above. Those crowds' of fans, cut down by
heart attacks in the grandstands, those
mutanten.tumblr.com referees who pay for a Sunday of fame
@mattjohnson_vcult by personal exposure to grievous bodily

harm, those excursionists who climb,
bloodstained, from the buses, wounded by
shattered glass from windows smashed
by stones.”

A photographic documentation of a
walk from Manchester City’s Etihad
Stadium to Manchester United’s Old
Trafford stadium. The photos focus on
objects around each ground, objects
that reflect the colour of the respective
teams: blue street signs, walls and bin
bags around the Etihad; red cars, doors
and bridges around Old Trafford. Some
of the connections are arbitrary, some
symbolic; some we cannot be sure.

alphaecho.co.uk
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Marie Jones
Half'wHalf Scarves

“...[it] teaches you how to occupy your
proper place”

A scarf from Liverpool 2005 is the only
football memorabilia I own. When I was
7in 1990 a scouse family moved onto my
estate in North Wales. Their youngest
daughter became my best friend and told
me I supported Liverpool. I don’t follow
football, but since, Liverpool has followed
me. It pops up in different friendships

or relationships throughout my life.
Interested in where these currently

lie I asked close friends and family to
choose one of the following statements
to finish...

I don't love soccer because...
I love soccer because...

I received 22 replies, 11 who love soccer
and 11 who don't.

Made to order scarves can be bought
from ... kochi-kochi.co.uk /SHOP

kochi-kochi.co.uk
@kochi_ _kochi



Dorothy
Love It Or Hate It

“I belonged to that category of infants or
adolescents who, the moment they kick
the ball — assuming that they manage to
kick it - promptly send it into their own
goal or, at best, pass it to the opponent,
unless with stubborn tenacity they send
it off the field, beyond hedges and fences,
to become lost in a basement or a stream
or to plunge among the flavors of the
ice—cream cart. And so his playmates
reject him and banish him from the
happiest of competitive events.”

Football, so much to answer for.

Dorothy
The Eco

“...before my eyes a cosmic,meaningless
performance was proceeding.”

wearedorothy.com
@dorothy _uk

ECO Sporr

A COSMI

@ The senseless movements
@ World is a pointless fiction
@ The “everyday unreality”

MEANINGLESS
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Chris Jackson
Tom Rogers

FOFA Soccer

“I doubted the existence of God and
decided that the world was a pointless
fiction.”

The False Office of Football
Administration is an organisation for
football related investigations. Of an
unofficial nature...

Penini Wurld Cyp Sticker Generator is
an affectionate tribute to all the football
videogames that lack official player and
team licenses. Whether rounding three
men with Peul Gescoigne, or smashing in
a 40 yard free kick with Roberto Larcos,
these fictional players played a very real
part in our lives and informed our love of
football (soccer). We salute this rabble of
unofficial heroes.

Sipp Blettre
FOFA President

Selection of @fofasoccer instagram
content produced during the World Cup
featured opposite.

fofasoccer.org
@fofasoccer
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Jonathan Barnbrook Joe Magee
barnbrook.net periphery.co.uk H Heather Almond Ian Mitchell
@barnbrookstudio @mrjoemagee heatheralmond.tumblr.com ianmitchell.online
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Christopher Brown Al Murphy \ Anthony Ellis @graphics_lsad

centralillustration.com al-murphy.com alphaecho.co.uk Mike O’Shaughnessy
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Emily Hayes FautOwen
.% . owenstudio.co.uk
emilyhayes.co.uk

Dorothy Chris Rodenhurst y \ @emilyhayesprints

wearedorothy.com chrisrodenhurst.co.uk \ N . Laura Parke
c \ Chris Jackson
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Genevieve Gauckler Malik Thomas / @fofasoccer Jon Spencer
genevievegauckler.com malikthomas.co.uk / @jonathanjspencerell

] ] Matthew Johnson
@genevievegauckler @malikts

@paul _owenstudio

mutanten.tumblr.com
Ben Jones Patrick Thomas A @mattjohnson_vcult

benjonesillustration.com patrickthomas.com \
@ben_jones_illustration @xpatrickthomas

graphics-Isad.tumblr.com
Hilary Judd wearefashion.co.uk
@hils_o
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